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Salute to Veterans Sat. Sept. 10 
The Sept. meeting will be 
held on Tues. the 13th, 
7pm, in our hangar. 
We will discus the results of our 
Fly-In Breakfast, welcome a 
speaker or two 
Last Month: 
Meeting called to order at 1910, 
August 12, 2011, by new acting 
president Chad Strauss. Chad was 
the vice-president but will 
p e r m a n e n t l y  f u l f i l l  t h e 
responsibilities of president as Bill 
Baird is on the second shift for an 
extended period time.  Treasure’s 
report was incomplete as the final 
tally for the June pancake 
breakfast was not complete 
because not all the receipts were 
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Above: 3TR, Jerry Tyler Memorial Airport, received a 
marking facelift recently, thanks to Neil Coulston and 
our Airport Board members. They have worked 
tirelessly to make our airport better and better. We hope 
to start work on the compass rose soon. All members are 
encouraged to help out 

I hope all members make an effort to 
help out at our annual Salute to 
Veterans Fly-In Breakfast, this 
Saturday. Friday evening will be 
clean up and set up. Bring your 
family and friends, and enjoy a 
morning at the airport. You might 
mention the Bob Crowley revolving 
pancake griddle as an added 
attraction. People seemed to be 
fascinated by it. 
All proceeds will go toward 
furthering our BSA Aviation Merit 
Badge program and Young Eagles 
flights, as well as, providing a place 
to hold Aviation Safety Seminars, 
Aviation History preservation and 
interesting aviation speakers. 
Also, there will be a giant birthday 
card for Paul Poberezny’s 90th 
birthday to sign. See you there!  

We had a good meeting last month 
despite the cancellation of our 
guest speaker.  Chapter Secretary 
Bob Baird was able to fill in for 
this meeting with and interesting 
p resenta t ion  abou t  F l i gh t 
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Incase you haven’t heard, Fred Litty, 
Airport Board member and long 
time fixture at the Niles Airport, is 
very ill with terminal cancer. Fred 
was the guy who almost single 
handedly, kept the airport running 
and looking terrific for more years 
than I can remember. He is in 
Riveridge Manor 1333 Wells St. on 
Niles Westside. 



turned. However, it was generally 
agreed that the fly-in was a success 
in both a financial and promotional 
success. The Saturday morning 
work parties were discussed and 
some good was coming out of 
them. The awning over the entry is 
being constructed mainly by Herb 
Schwelnus. It was mentioned that 
the hangar was in good shape 
generally for the next fly-in 
because of the clean-up work done 
on Saturday mornings. 

          New business was mainly 
concerning the September veterans 
fly-in.  It was decided to re-invite 
the vintage car club to the next fly 
in. Brian Bowen would contact 
them. It was decided to try to 
locate some combat vets who 
could be introduced at the fly-in 
and help to promote it. We talked 
briefly about a B-1 pilot who is 
coming home for Christmas 2011 
and to do something special for 
him. We also would invite him to 
be a speaker at the December 
meeting if possible. He is the son 
of Patsy Parker of Mishawaka. It 
was decided to set up a flight 
simulator in club room for 
breakfast guests to try out during 
the breakfast. 

         Meeting was brought to a 
conclusion at 2000 and ice cream 
was served.  

Meetings (Continued from page 1) 

instructing.  His biggest piece of 
advice was not to wait to learn to 
fly if you have any interest at all.  
After the presentation I had the 
opportunity to hitch a ride in the 
Culver Cadet that many of us have 
seen in the chapter hanger.  It’s a 
stable and well behaved airplane 
and fantastic that she is flying and 
also a great opportunity for me to 
see what all the tail wheel hype was 
about.  After the flight we headed 
out to see the progress on the 
boredom fighters.  Impressive 
doesn’t begin to describe the care 
and craftsmanship that has gone 
into those amazing airplanes I can’t 
wait to see them in the air.  To more 
current Issues our Fly-In is fast 
approaching and I received a rude 
awakening when I was informed of 
a mandatory meeting during the 
beginning of the fly in.  Long story 
short is I will probably not be at the 
airport until 10am.  However the 
tradeoff is that I will be bringing 
around ten volunteers to help with 
general cleanup and anything else 
we need taken care of.  This is all 
part of the community outreach 
program of Best Buy in Benton 
Harbor and could have more 
benefits than just extra potential 
members or volunteers. 

Chad 
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 Old Aviators and Old Airplanes.....  
This is a good little story about a vivid 
memory of a P-51 and its pilot, by a 
fellow who was 12 years old in 
Canada in 1967.  
It was to take to the air. They said it 
had flown in during the night from 
some U.S. Airport, the pilot had been 
tired. I marveled at the size of the 
plane dwarfing the Pipers and Canucks 
tied down by her. It was much larger 
than in the movies. She glistened in 
the sun like a bulwark of security from 
days gone by. 
The pilot arrived by cab, paid the 
driver, and then stepped into the pilot's 
lounge. He was an older man; his 
wavy hair was gray and tossed. It 
looked like it might have been 
combed, say, around the turn of the 
century. His flight jacket was checked, 
creased and worn - it smelled old and 
genuine. Old Glory was prominently 
sewn to its shoulders. He projected a 
quiet air of proficiency and pride 
devoid of arrogance. He filed a quick 
flight plan to Montreal (Expo-67, Air 
Show) then walked across the tarmac. 
After taking several minutes to 
perform his walk-around check, the 
pilot returned to the flight lounge to 
ask if anyone would be available to 
stand by with fire extinguishers while 
he "flashed the old bird up, just to be 
safe." 
Though only 12 at the time, I was 
allowed to stand by with an 
extinguisher after brief instruction on 
its use -- "If you see a fire, point, then 
pull this lever!" I later became a 
firefighter, but that's another story.  
The air around the exhaust manifolds 
shimmered like a mirror from fuel 
fumes as the huge prop started to 
rotate. One manifold, then another, 
and yet another barked -- I stepped 
back with the others. In moments the 
Packard-built Merlin engine came to 
life with a thunderous roar, blue 
flames knifed from her manifolds. I 
looked at the others' faces, there was 
no concern. I lowered the bell of my 
extinguisher. One of the guys signaled 
to walk back to the lounge. We did. 
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Several minutes later we could hear the 
pilot doing his pre flight run-up. He'd 
taxied to the end of runway 19, out of 
sight. All went quiet for several 
seconds; we raced from the lounge to 
the second story deck to see if we 
could catch a glimpse of the P-51 as 
she started down the runway. We could 
not. There we stood, eyes fixed to a 
spot half way down 19. Then a roar 
ripped across the field, much louder 
than before, like a furious hell spawn 
set loose---something mighty was 
coming this way. "Listen to that thing!" 
said the controller. In seconds the 
Mustang burst into our line of sight. Its 
tail was already off and it was moving 
faster than anything I'd ever seen by 
that point on 19. Two-thirds the way 
down 19 the Mustang was airborne 
with her gear going up. The prop tips 
were supersonic; we clasped our ears 
as the Mustang climbed hellish fast 
into the circuit to be eaten up by the 
dog-day haze. 
We stood for a few moments in 
stunned silence trying to digest what 
we'd just seen. The radio controller 
rushed by me to the radio. Kingston 
tower calling Mustang?" He looked 
back to us as he waited for an 
acknowledgment. 
The radio crackled, "Go ahead 
Kingston." 
"Roger Mustang. Kingston tower 
would like to advise the circuit is clear 
for a low level pass." I stood in shock 
because the controller had, more or 
less, just asked the pilot to return for an 
impromptu air show! 
The controller looked at us. "What?" 
He asked. "I can't let that guy go 
without asking. I couldn't forgive 
myself!" 
The radio crackled once again, 
"Kingston, do I have permission for a 
low level pass, east to west, across the 
field?" 
"Roger Mustang, the circuit is clear for 
an east to west pass." 
"Roger, Kingston, I'm coming out of 
3000 feet, stand by." 
We rushed back onto the second-story 
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Update: Jon Ritter’s Tiger Cub (email from Jon) 

Well after not doing much on building for last 4-5 months I brought the 
pieces up to the garage and started to assemble . As you can see from 
pictures Fus. and cabin are joined and Flap mixer are installed along 
with control stick torque tube. It was a slow process in riveting all the 
ladder bracing in but is now finished Had an alignment problem with 
mixer and the flap torque tube on top. Got this worked out but now need 
to order more rivets . This is the third order for1/8 x 1/8 SS rivets 1500 
first time 1800 second time and several lengths of 1/8 and 3/16 rivets. on 
other orders. I placed an order about a week ago and am now waiting. 
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Calendar of Events 
Sept. 10, EAA Chapter 865, Salute to Veterans, Fly-In 
Breakfast, Niles MI 
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Nappanee IN 
Oct. 16, EAA 585 Chili Hop[ Fly-In, Watervliet MI  
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

deck, eyes fixed toward the eastern haze. The sound was 
subtle at first, a high-pitched whine, a muffled screech, a 
distant scream. Moments later the P-51 burst through the 
haze. Her airframe straining against positive Gs and 
gravity, wing tips spilling contrails of condensed air, prop-
tips again supersonic as the burnished bird blasted across 
the eastern margin of the field shredding and tearing the 
air. At about 500 mph and 150 yards from where we stood 
she passed with the old American pilot saluting. Imagine. 
A salute! I felt like laughing, I felt like crying, she 
glistened, she screamed, the building shook, my heart 
pounded. Then the old pilot pulled her up and rolled, and 
rolled, and rolled out of sight into the broken clouds and 
indelibly into my memory.  
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