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The Szekely Radial Engine 
This months meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, the 8th 
At 7pm, in our hangar. 
Come and see the new floor. Help 
plan the Fly-In Breakfast. Sign up 
for Saturday morning flight 
school and Mini-Max work party. 
Watch the MiniMax video. Vote 
on the Apple Fest parade.  
Last Month: 
We had 14 members and 1 guest. 
No treasurers report. Minutes 
were read and approved. We 
elected Brian Bowen to the vacant 
directors position by acclamation. 
Agreed to sell the HiMax on 
Barnstormers. Set work parties 
for every Sat., 9-11am. A picnic 
is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 
5th, 4-7pm. An Airzoo trip was 
planned, call Bob B. Motion was 
made and seconded to spend 
$195.00 for a Joy Jon if it is good 
for 3 months, passed. 

Contents 
1 Meetings, Phil Michmerhuizen, Prez Sez 
2 Phil and Prez, cont., Pictures 
3 Prez cont., AirZoo Pics, HiMax, Jon & Brian 
4 Calendar, Disclaimer and Contact Info., Pics 

At our August meeting, Phil 
Michmerhuizen demonstrated the 
operation of his Szekely radial, 
which was made in Holland MI. He 
had it mounted on a trailer and it 
started right up after a few pull 
throughs. Notice the jumper cables 
in his back pocket:-) It sounded very 
smooth, for a three cyl. although Phil 
said that on an airplane it vibrated a 
lot. In 1992, Phil mounted it on his 
H2 Cub and flew it at Sun N’ Fun 
every day. It produces about 45hp, 
and has exposed valve lifters that 
must be hand lubricated before 
flight. The Szekely Aircraft and 
Engine Co. operated between 1928 
and 1932 when the depression 
caught up with it. Phil wrote a book 
about his flying experiences, ‘3000 
Hours of Flying Fun’, and several 
members and the Chapter bought 
copies. He is also interested in 
finding information about The Niles 

Las t  mon th  b rough t  t he 
unwelcome news that my medical 
had been pulled by the FAA. 
Wow! I was knocked into a day or 
two of depression. I was very 
anxious to fly because all my 
grand kids are home from France 
and I’ve been dreaming about 
flying them in my airplane. There 
is a country strip by my by church 
and I could fly each one there on 
Sunday mornings one at a time 
until winter snow. It’s a real 
adventure for them and me. 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 



Aircraft Corp., that was supposed to be 
manufacturing airplanes in Niles. Some 
influential Niles business men were involved 
with it, including, W. F. Harrah and the 
President of the Kawneer Co. Francis Plym. 
But it seems that it never got off the ground 
and there may have been some exaggeration 
and subterfuge going on. We thank Phil for 
his interesting demo. and talk. Below right 
Niles Airport in1927 on Lake St 

Szekely radial (Continued from page 1) 

had any heart episodes? The 
question will remain unanswered 
until it’s all over.  
Right now here is the status of my 
situation. I don’t have a medical but 
I have managed to make some 
progress in getting it back in only a 
week of dealing with the FAA. 
First, I checked with my medical 
examiner to see if he accidentally 
checked the wrong box on my 
medical report and told them I did 
have diabetes. He didn’t. My 
medical report was clean. So my 
doctor said he would call the FAA 
and see what’s going on. 
Amazingly the FAA admitted they 
made a mistake and requested that I 
write them a letter asking them to 
remove the diabetes from my FAA 

medical records. Why don’t they 
just do it since they know it’s their 
mistake? The letter is written. This 
letter I send about my nonexistent 
diabetes won’t fix it all because it 
doesn’t clear up the second 
mistake they made about the bogus 
cardiac episodes which I didn’t 
have. I have a prayer that they 
clear this all up during their review 
of my records, and I have my 
medical back within the reading of 
this month’s newsletter. If not I’ll 
continue to work this out even if I 
have to do the whole medial over 
again including the stress test. 
Well, we have our fly-in coming 
up and a picnic on this coming 
Saturday , the 5th. I feel confident 
that this will be all straightened out 
by then and I can fly some people. 
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Bummer! That might be down the 
tubes. And, after all the hoops I 
had jumped for the FAA, and spent 
quite a bit of money doing a stress 
treadmill test (which I do every 
year), and seeing an FAA Medical 
Examiner and spending the money 
for that. The heart doctor and the 
examiner both said I did great and 
signed off the medical for another 
year just as I expected. I thought I 
was all set for the fall events. How 
can FAA head quarters Doctor 
Silverman, in Oklahoma City, who 
has never seen me, pull my 
medical for diabetes mellitus and 
for cardiac episodes which I’ve 
never reported and never had? 
How much time and how much 
will it cost to prove to the FAA I 
don’t have diabetes and I haven’t 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 1) 



pop corn and our wives! The 
MiniMax is going to become an 
active project and be assembled in 
time to pull through the streets for 
the Apple Festival  Parade. The 
parade really is a fun event and our 
kids, young and old, really enjoy 
being a part of it. We send our 
parade application off this week. 
Please join us this next Tuesday 
for our meeting and help us to 
have continued success and fun in 
the adventure of experimental 
aviation. See ya at the 865 on 
Tuesday, 7 PM. Bob 

The Chapter will be selling an 
LSA HiMax on Barnstormers 
soon. If you think you might be 
interested in it, contact Ralph or 
Bob. $3500 now. $4500 online. 

The next meeting will be important. 
We got to get our act together and 
bring these events to a good 
conclusion. Each year we have had 
good success. That’s due to good 
planning and fine volunteers. We 
also get good help from the airport 
staff and publicity from the South 
Bend Tribune and the Niles Daily 
Star. Thanks. 
Back to the hangar. Wait till you 
see the floor and the lights in the 
meeting room. It’s really shaping 
up beautifully. Many, many thanks 
go out to the good work of several 
volunteers (Gerry W., Bob & Bill 
B., Tom H., Jerrid B, to name a 
few). Also come to the next 
meeting to see a MiniMax 
presentation with a video. We have 
important information about our 
members only FAA ground school 
for the Private Pilot Knowledge 
Test. It’s time to sign up. We’re 
going to have some fun with it and 
to benefit from the knowledge of it.  
Finally, there are many aggressive 
plans to benefit us and the 
community. We’ll discuss them at 
the meeting. We have a calendar of 
events to discuss such as Movie 
Night at the Hangar with steaks or 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 2) 
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Seven Chapter 865 members traveled to the Kalamazoo Airzoo and had a great time. They even got to tour the 
Restoration Hangar and the Sopwith Camel (shown above right with Chuck Worthan looking it over). 

Members, Jon Ritter and Brian Bowen put in a lot of work on 
the new floor, so it would be done by the Fly-In. Thanks Guys! 
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Calendar of Events 
Sept 12—Chapter 865 Salute to Vets Fly-In Breakfast, Niles 
Sept 19—Chapter 938 Breakfast, Nappanee IN  
Sept 26—Chapter 1028 Breakfast, Dowagiac 
Sept 27—Berrien Springs Airpark Breakfast 
Oct 3—Niles Apple Festival Parade 
Oct 18—Chapter 585 Chili Hop, Watervliet 
 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Chapter Cookout, This Saturday, Sept. 
5th, rain or shine, 4pm to 7pm.  
Bring a dish to pass.  

Looks like it never got off the ground. 


