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Fall Fly-In/Apple Fest 
The Sept. Meeting is next 
Monday, The 8th, At Jim 
Van Hulle’s home, 12069 
Cheyenne Ct., Granger IN 
(see map). at 7:30PM. 
Agenda: 
New meeting room & workshop. 
Fall Fly-In. 
Apple Festival Parade. 
Refrigerator. 
Hangar door. 
Last Month 
We had 14 members and 4 guests. 
Treas. report given and approved.  
Old Business: 
Fall Fly-In Salute to Veterans, 
hope to have several WWll vets 
attend. Clean up on 1st and 2nd 
Saturdays of Sept., 8-11am and 
the Fri. before (19th) 4 to finish. 
It was concluded that committees 
are not working for us because we 
need to appoint a Chairman first. 
Bob Bird will provide FAA 
approved Ground School for any 
member for just the cost of 
materials. 
New Business: 
Dale Neddeau proposed that we 
donate $1000.00 to the EAA 
Founders Wing. After discussion 
it was agreed to wait till after the 
fall fly-in and asses our finances. 
Apple Fest. Parade. Bob B. will 
have a meeting to form a 
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This will be a busy month! The 
Fall Fly-In Breakfast is on 
Saturday the 20th and The Apple 
Festival Parade is on the next 
Saturday, the 27th. We ask all 
members for their full participation, 
so that everyone can work and also 
have a break. We need a refrigerator 
for the hangar before the fly-in, our 
old brown one gave up the ghost. 
Clean up for the event will be on the 
first two Saturdays of Sept. 8-11am 
and setup on Fri. the 19th, 4-finish. 

The Winds of Change 
Going into September reminds me of 
an old rock and roll song of the 
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committee, we agreed to rent a 
golf cart from AJ’s Golf Center 
per Brad and Jennifer Bowhuis 
recommendation. Our main 
refrigerator is dead, need to decide 
what to do by Sept. meeting. 
After the meeting, Bob B. talked 
about member projects and the 
orenthropitor whose builder will 
be a future speaker. He also 
showed us the motor mount that he 
welded up for the Boredom 
Fighter. 
Jerry and Jerrid Burdue showed us 
the wing section that they built for 
covering demonstrations. 

(Continued from page 1) especially the one you attend. We have 
a lot of vets in the churches and this 
fly-in is designed to honor them and to 
be friendly and accessible for church 
goers. For the local families that are 
walk ins we will have airplane rides by 
donation. We will also have Young 
Eagle flights. Last year went well but 
we are relying on your help for success. 
Having a fly-in on Saturday morning is 
still a bit unproven and worrisome but 
if it is successful again this year it will 
become a new 865 tradition. The winds 
of change e are a blow’n. 
As we did last year, we will have a 
particularly honored veteran as a guest. 
I am working on final arrangements 
this week and hoping it goes well. The 
guy I have in mind is Glen from 
LaPorte, Indiana. I’ve talked to him a 
few times on the telephone. He is a true 
gentleman. He flew in the historic 
Battle of the Coral Sea and the Battle of 
Midway. He flew Hellcats and 
Wildcats off a carriers in 1942. Later he 
flew a converted TBM that was called a 
rocket/bomber. That’s not all of the 
razzmatazz, in front of the hangar this 
year we may also have a Thunder 
Mustang parked! Wow! The winds of 
change.  
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 My 1941Skyranger has sat for the last 
3 months without an annual or 
insurance. I wanted to put new 
graphics on it, paint on different wing 
stripes, put some wheel pants and strut 
fairings on it. While doing these 
upgrades I let those expensive FAA 
details go. Well, it will all be done this 
month so now the rides and the flight 
instruction can begin again. The last 
three months of down time has given 
me the time to raise the $1400 for the 
cost of the annual and the insurance. 
This month it will be paid for and we 
will be in the air again. Those that 
want Skyranger and tailwheel time are 
going to get it. The winds of change 
are a blow’n!  
The Boredom Fighter progress has 
appeared to slow down considerably. 
It’s not because of a lack of progress or 
work hours but because we are 
working on the metal parts such as 
carbines, landing gear, tail wheel, and 
hundreds of fittings. The metal work 
and fitting fabrication doesn’t show off 
its progress like it does when you are 
working with wood assemblies. 
Speaking of wood, the wood for 
fuselage Boredom Fighter #2 & 3 will 
soon be ordered and ready to go 
together when bad weather arrives in 
November. But wait until you see the 
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The tedious job of sanding. & 
Assembling the landing gear. 

seventies, “The winds of change are a 
blow’n..” The wind is blowing and 
things are changing for Chapter 865. 
This month more than the fall months 
are beginning. We are hosting our 
second annual Veterans Honors 
Pancake Breakfast Fly-in. As you 
know this fly-in that is happening on a 
Saturday, September 20th. Please help 
us to get the word out. We need 
advertisements in the local churches, 
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Boredom Fighter #1 at the end of this 
month. It’s going to be a jaw dropper! 
We are working overtime to be ready 
for the fly-in and the parade. The 
winds of change are a blow’n. 
The Apple Festival Parade is coming 
up in September and we have to be 
ready. We had an incredible idea for a 
float in the Apple Festival parade last 
spring. Now thanks to that vision we 
are going to have a Boredom Fighter in 
the parade on a float. Wow! Will that 
be cool! I believe the parade will be 
held on September 27th. At any rate 
we need lots of help and support to put 
this over the top. Next meeting is very 
important! You need to share your time 
and talent with us especially this 
month. If you help us I promise you 
will have a lot of fun, generate some 
really good memories, and have a 
sense of accomplishment. The theme 
of it all is to honor veterans in a special 
way. If you join in helping the chapter 
capture this new vision to do new 
things, you will be helping yourself 
and others to get back into the air, 
experience the world of aviation, to 
experience flight, to ride on the winds 
of change.  
There is some serious talk of getting an 
LSA aircraft and a flight school at 
3TR. We have a great place to run such 
a school, the old Kennedy hangar. The 
winds of change are a blow’n. 
Construction of the new conference 
room (the Rats Nest) in the hangar is 
under way. Please join with me every 
Saturday morning, 8-10 AM at the 
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Former member Craig Spoke who 
moved to Louisiana a while back, has 
been diligently working on a Kolb 
Mark 3. He is installing a VW power 
plant from Great Planes. Both Kolb 
and Great Planes are involved in the 
installation, which will be a first of 
it’s type. Craig, Bill Wolverton, 
Randy Rentz and I spent many hours 
enjoying our ultralights and 
comradery at Wolverton Field, back 
in the late 80’s 

Neil C. Coulston 

 Public Works Director City of Niles  

Just a brief update for the 
newsletter. Our new above ground 
fuel storage system project is 
underway. Northern Construction 
Services Corp. of Niles is currently 
doing the site work and Sparling 
Corporation of Romulus will install 
the tanks, pumps, etc. It will feature 
a 12,000 gallon 100LL tank and a 
12,000 gallon Jet Fuel tank, 24 hour 
fueling card system, etc. The 
existing tanks and pumps will be 
removed once the new system is up 
and running. Total cost will be 
around $450,000. The project will 
hopefully be completed by mid to 
late November. That's it for now. 
Thanks,  

EAA hangar to help prepare for the 
parade, to move forward on the 
conference room construction, and to 
prepare for upcoming events.  
Chapter 865’s Ground School has 
been going great. Chris Miko, one of 
the new members we’ve been blessed 
with went to Andrews and nailed 
down a passing grade on the FAA 
Private Pilot Knowledge Test, 88%! 
Chris went to Notre Dame the 
following Monday for Air Force 
ROTC. I invested some special 
sessions with him and he finished up 
in three weeks with ten two hour 
lessons. Jerrid Burdue and Zac Staub 
are not far behind. In the picture is 
Chris and my granddaughter, also in 
flight school, checking out the cockpit 
of a new G-5! What a perk! We ran 
into some new friends at SBN and 
they gave us a great tour of their 20 
million dollar business jet! Notice the 
gold plated seat belts and fittings. 
Yikes! Take note that as the old 
students pass the test we have lots of 
new flight school students for future 
classes. We will probably run a school 
in Berrien Springs for Brad. FAA 
Ground School is free to all Chapter 
865 EAA members. We are attracting 
more and more young people. The 
winds of change are a blow’n! 
So much more to say but probably 
boring you by now so please take 
some time to be active in the 865 and 
join with us to make this a great 
September and continue a great 
history in aviation and for each of us. 
Bob Baird Cockpit of a G-5! 

Thar’s GOLD in them thar seat belts! 
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Calendar of Events 
Sep 20,  EAA Chapter 865 Fall Fly-In Niles, MI                   
Sep 28,  Fly-in & Pancake breakfast Berrien 
Sprgs, MI, 10 mi 
Sept. 27, Apple Festival Parade, Downtown Niles 

October 4th, Round up the family and friends and 
come to the 10th Annual Barfing Dogs Octoberfest 
at Wolverton Field. Hope to see you all on 
Saturday Susan 
 

 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
 

Please remember, our 
chapter is committed 
to building BSA 
Venturing Crew 865! 
We need all members 
to help recruit young 
people, between the 
ages of 14 and 20. 
Bring them to a 
chapter meeting or 
contact one of the 
committee members: 
Marty and Aaron 
P r e s t o n ,  R a l p h 
Ballard, Jim Van Hulle 


