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Fall Fly-In Sat. Sept. 22 
Notice, Notice, Notice 
Chapter Picnic/Meeting 
at  Tom Gahan’ s 
Campground 
Sunday Sept. 9, 4pm (see map 
below). Bring the family! Tom is 
providing everything, Thanks 
Tom! Fly-In planning will be held 
at the picnic. Directions: out of 
Niles, take M-60 west to Jones. 
In Jones, turn r ight on to M-40. 
Go three streets to Prang St. 
Turn r ight. Go past Church 
Campground. At the bottom of 
the hill turn r ight and go r ight 
at  t he Pl easan t  V i ew 
Campground sign. From South 
Bend take 23 to US 12 then east 
to M-40 nor th to Prang St. 
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Minutes of Aug. meeting: Nine members in attendance, 
Treasurer  gave repor t, Fly-In is changed to Sept. 22, 
picnic at Tom Gahan’s Sunday, Sept. 9 @ 4pm, our  sign 
will be mounted when we have time, we are getting quotes 
for  letter ing. 

Hey, guess what! We’re having 
another Fly-In Breakfast. This one 
will be on a Saturday, so all you 
church goers have no excuse. Our 
menu, and everything else will be 
the same. Barney O’Hare will be 
here and Bob will be giving rides. 
Buzz may also be giving rides in his 
chopper. We still need all the help 
we can get, so us oldtimers 
(buzzards) don’ t have “ the BIG one”  
running around serving folks. 
Cleanup will have to be the Saturday 
before, Sept. 15, 10am. 

The Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

Baer  Lake 

Tom’s 

Moving Forward  

My son, daughter-in-law, and four 
grand children have left for 
France . Man, it was wonderful to 
have them here for the month of 
July and August! However, they 
did eat up almost all my spare time 
and I  di dn’ t  get  much 
accomplished concerning flying, 
CFI/CII lessons, or work done in 
the church, home, office, or for our 
EAA Chapter. It was worth it 
however to have some quality 
family time. Now it is time to 
move forward again. First on our 
agenda is the Fly-in on September 
22. Boy am I interested in seeing 
how this comes out and how well 
we do on a Saturday morning 
event. We will be honoring some 
local WW-2 vets and our old 
friend and honorary member, 
Barney O’Hare will be back. We 
hope to have a B-17 pilot there as 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Afr ican 
Queen  
at Baer  
Lake 



well and a few more vets besides. 
They will be honored for their 
service. We ought to put up a big 
flag in the hangar to help set the 
theme. The sign material that was 
etched a couple months ago has a 
base and white top coat on it. I 
used a special  primer for 
aluminum and combination top 
coat of white enamel. I rolled the 
paint on and I believe it will be 
suitable for our purpose. Soon 
we’ ll have a couple of large out 
door signs. Ralph is checking on 
vinyl lettering costs and if it’s too 
expensive we will hand paint the 
signs. I’m not too bad at graphic 
and there may be someone in the 
club who is better than me if the 
cost of the vinyl is too much. We 
will make them look good! We 
will have more visibility to the 
community after they are done. 
Moving Forward! I also moved a 
chop saw into the hangar for work 
on the wood truss Boredom 
Fighter fuselages. I also moved 
more Boredom Fighter materials in 
the hangar. Thanks to Randy 
Rentz, we have some 3/16 
diameter, stainless steel, flying 
wires for the wings. I also started 
on the table for the wing assembly. 
Finally, I hope to have some real 
progress on the MiniMax and the 
Boredom Fighters by the next 
meeting in the hangar in October. 
with a project on it! Moving 
Forward! It looks like we will be 
seeing some new members at our 
October meeting. Our work and 
our advertising has paid off. Some 
new members and friends are 
planning to help me modify the 
motor test stand left by Tom. It 
will really be fun to fire Rotax 
motor up! Starting next week I will 
be putting some regular working 
hours at the hangar. Cha Ching! 

(Continued from page 1) Will keep you posted on the times. 
Moving Forward! See you all at the 
picnic on Sunday af ternoon.        
Bob Baird 

18) It removes black scuff marks from 
the kitchen floor! Use WD-40 for those 
nasty tar and scuff marks on flooring. 
It doesn't seem to harm the finish and 
you won't have to scrub nearly as 
hard to get them off. Just remember 
to open some windows if you have a 
lot of marks.  
19) Bug guts will eat away the finish 
on your car if not removed quickly! 
Use WD-40!  
20) Gives a children's play gym slide 
a shine for a super fast slide.  
21) Lubricates gear shift and mower 
deck lever for ease of handling on 
riding mowers.  
22) Rids kids rocking chairs and 
swings of squeaky noises.  
23) Lubricates tracks in sticking home 
windows and makes them easier to 
open.  
24) Spraying an umbrella stem makes 
it easier to open and close.  
25) Restores and cleans padded 
leather dashboards in vehicles, as 
well as vinyl bumpers.  
26) Restores and cleans roof racks on 
vehicles.  
27) Lubricates and stops squeaks in 
electric fans.  
28) Lubricates wheel sprockets on 
tricycles, wagons, and bicycles for 
easy handling.  
29) Lubricates fan belts on washers 
and dryers and keeps them running 
smoothly.  
30) Keeps rust from forming on saws 
and saw blades, and other tools.  
31) Removes splattered grease on 
stove.  
32) Keeps bathroom mirror from 
fogging.  
33) Lubricates prosthetic limbs.  
34) Keeps pigeons off the balcony 
(they hate the smell).  
35) Removes all traces of duct tape.  
36) Folks even spray it on their arms, 
hands, and knees to relieve arthritis 
pain.  
37) Florida's favorite use is: "cleans 
and removes love bugs from grills and 
bumpers."  
38) The favorite use in the state of 
New York WD-40 protects the Statue 
of Liberty from the elements.  
39) WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a 
LITTLE on live bait or lures and you 
will be catching the big one in no time. 
Also, it's a lot cheaper than the 
chemical attractant.                               2 

Water Displacement WD #40.  
 
The product began from a search for a 
rust preventative solvent and 
degreaser to protect missile parts. WD-
40 was created in 1953 by three 
technicians at the San Diego Rocket 
Chemical Company. Its name comes 
from the project that was to find a 
"water displacement" compound. They 
were successful with the fortieth 
formulation, thus WD-40. The Corvair 
Company bought it in bulk to protect 
their atlas missile parts. Ken East (one 
of the original founders) says there is 
nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you.  
 
When you read the "shower door" part, 
try it. It's the first thing that has ever 
cleaned that spotty shower door. If 
yours is plastic, it works just as well as 
glass. It's a miracle! Then try it on your 
stovetop... Voila! It's now shinier than 
it's ever been. You'll be amazed.  
 
Here are some of the uses: 
 
1) Protects silver from tarnishing.  
2) Removes road tar and grime from 
cars.  
3) Cleans and lubricates guitar strings.  
4) Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen 
without making it slippery.  
5) Keeps flies off cows.  
6) Restores and cleans chalkboards.  
7) Removes lipstick stains.  
8) Loosens stubborn zippers.  
9) Untangles jewelry chains.  
10) Removes stains from stainless 
steel sinks.  
11) Removes dirt and grime from the 
barbecue grill.  
12) Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden 
pots from oxidizing.  
13) Removes tomato stains from 
clothing.  
14) Keeps glass shower doors free of 
water spots.  
15) Camouflages scratches in ceramic 
and marble floors.  
16) Keeps scissors working smoothly.  
17) Lubricates noisy door hinges on 
vehicles and doors in homes  



that I knocked down. He, in turn, 
would pick the corn back to where 
my Weedhopper was and I would 
truck it out. I called my friend ( the 
one I was on my way to visit ) and 
asked for a ride back to Chain O’  
Lakes to pick up my car. Later that 
night I called my old neighbor and 
asked his son to look after my 
plane since I had to be to work In 
the morning and couldn’ t be there 
myself. He had watched me go 
down and new about where it was. 
He was a teenager but I thought he 
was a responsible kid. Oops, BIG 
mistake. Because it was dark by 
the time I got back to my car, I 
didn’ t think I could find the 
‘Hopper’  and remove the ballistic 
parachute. The next evening, when 
I returned to the site, I found out 
what color the canopy was. Blue! 
Those farm kids just couldn’ t 
leave, well enough alone. I doubt 
that they new what would happen, 
when they pulled the rip cord. 
Thank God again. One of those 
kids could have been in the line of 
fire. Lesson learned! 
  Some of   you might be 
wondering why I didn’ t just fire 
off the BRS when the engine quit. 
Nice gentle touch down, you might 
say. Live to fly another day. Well, 
if the chute could  inflate in time 
( the brochure says it would have ) 
I would have been coming down 
tail first ( since that is how the 
manufacturer suggested it be 
attached ) at a fairly good clip. The 
damage would probably have been 
substantial. I also had my mind 
made up, not to fire the BRS 
unless a catastrophic event 
occurred, like a wing failure. 
   By the next weekend the farmer 
had picked his corn and I picked 
up mine. I had knocked down 
exactly two bushels of corn. I 

retrieved the, slightly worse for 
wear, Weedhopper and since 
ultralight flying season was about 
over, I decided to hang her up in 
my garage for the winter and 
contemplate my next move. After 
talking to some knowledgeable 
people I figured that the fuel 
pump, which was integrated with 
the carburetor, had failed. This, I 
found out, had happened to the 
previous owner, and he had 
installed an auxiliary fuel pump. 
KFM had designed a neat little 
power plant, but rated at 30hp, it 
was probably more like 20. I had 
made a few calculations during my 
flights BTCF ( before the corn 
field ) and I found that she climbed 
out at about 150 feet per minute. I 
made up my mind to find a Rotax 
277 and install it on my bird.  
   Spring came and I repaired the 
damage, installed an extra fuel 
pump and continued to fly. 
However I was now flying out of 
Wolverton field. Bill Wolverton 
had a per f ect  pl ace f or 
ul tral i ghters, hangar, three 
runways  with no trees at the end 
of the runways and plenty of farm 
land to fly over. That was in 1987. 
Ten years later, Bill has more 
hangar space better runways and 
many more fellow ultralighters to 
trade harrowing stories One of my 
favorite things to do with the 
Weedhopper, was to climb to 
about 700 feet on a nice smooth 
day and slow down, to just above a 
stall. She would just bob along and 
when the temperature was right, it 
was like being in an bathtub of 
warm air. I also tried to make 
some of  the closer f l y-in 
breakfasts. One of them was at the 
La Porte Indiana Airport. Early 
Sunday morning three of us 
showed up at Wolverton Field to 
fly to La Porte. Cont. next month. 

The Weedhopper , cont.     
I had to clear the power lines by the 
road but that was no problem. I was 
at 50 feet, 100, 150, 200, below was 
a corn field, did I mention that it 
was early October? Again, silence. 
Now I was in deep do do, no power, 
200’  AGL, 300’  to the nice green 
pasture and a big field of 10’  
Indiana corn below. 
   So there I was, about out of 
altitude and ever so far from the 
nice green pasture. Well, in my 
flights around Chain O’  Lakes I had 
upon occasion checked the stall 
speed of the Weedhopper. it was a 
remarkable 18 mph indicated. I was 
hoping that hitting the corn at that 
slow a speed would not be 
disastrous, so I started hauling back 
on the stick, but the last thing I 
wanted to do was stall in ( thank 
God for the Halls ASI ) I was at just 
above 18 mph when the tassels 
started slapping the tires. Then the 
corn reached out and grabbed me. 
   It was over in an instant. No slow 
motion. Just whump! Looking 
around, I realized that I was very 
lucky. I had a scratch on my leg and 
other than the shakes I was in pretty 
good shape. The Weedhopper 
didn’ t fare too badly either. The 
nose strut had buckled and a couple 
of small tears in the wing and 
horizontal stabilizer. But why? Why 
did the engine run fine and then just 
quit?  
   It was starting to get dark and I 
was in the middle of a farmers field 
of 10’  corn. I plowed through the 
stalks in the direction of the closest 
road and walked down to the 
farmers house. He didn’ t seem too 
surprised when I told him what had 
happened. I guess he probably new 
that one of those ultralights would 
end up in his field some day. He 
was pleasant enough and we agreed 
that I would gather up all the corn 
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claim is made for  the accuracy of mater ials 
presented. Editor ial content is the opinion of the 
contr ibutor  and does not necessar ily reflect the 
position of Chapter  865 or  the EAA. Members are 
encouraged to submit ar ticles for  publication. 
Other  EAA Chapters may use ar ticles for  
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PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Dick Haigh(269-695-2057) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 269-663-6194) 
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Calendar of Events 
Sept. 9—EAA Chapter  865 Picnic, Tom Gahan’s 
Sept. 13-15, Cessna 120/140 International Fly-In, 
Benton Harbor  MI  
Sept. 22—EAA 865 Fly-In Breakfast, Niles MI  
Oct. 6—October fest, Bar fing Dogs, Wolver ton 
Fld. 
 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
 


