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501(c)3 is ours! 
The Oct. meeting will be 
held on Tues., the 13th at 
7pm in our hangar. We’ll 
have a speaker, appoint a 
temporary replacement Treasurer, 
discuss a Christmas party venue 
and the Boy Scout merit badge 
camp planned for Dec. 29-30. 
Last Month: 
Present: 12 members, 1guest. 
Treas. Report: none 
Old Business: Free ground school 
will start on Saturday mornings, 
Sept. 19, 8am. Final planning for 
the Fly-In. HiMax fund raiser is 
on hold till we have space in the 
hangar. 
New Business: 
We will try to plan some 
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The “golden egg” is ours, now we 
must protect it. We do this by 
making sure that we follow the rules 
and the way to do that is to continue 
our community projects, Meetings 
open to the public, Young Eagles, 
BSA Venturing Crew, BSA Aviation 
Merit Badge and the Ground School. 
We must also make sure that no 
member benefits financially from 
our fund raising or activities (no one 
ever has). And we need to keep good 
records. If we follow these simple 
rules, great things are going to 
happen for our Chapter. 
Fall Fly-In: 
The fall Fly-In Breakfast was a 
success in a public relations sense 
but we lost a little money. Quite a 
few veterans ate for free and we had 

(Continued on page 2) 

IT RAINED ON OUR PARADE! 
Saturday, the day of the Apple 
Festival Parade, it was forecast to rain 
and then it was forecast to rain some 
more. It did. It was typical unstable 
air day (answer to FAA unstable air 
test question), cumulus clouds, 
showery precipitation, rain now, rain 
later, rain here and rain somewhere 
near by most of the day. And because 
the MiniMax hasn’t gotten its coat of 
varnish yet taking it into wet 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

L, The hangar 
was near full of 
people enjoying 
breakfast. 
R, The ground 
school students, 
help sand the 
MiniMax. 
Rear, members 
Kyle and Bill 
Joy, then R, 
Renae Thomas 
and Maria 
Liebetrau 

Sadly, I must report the passing 
of another friend of many 
members. Jim Haigh, Dicks 
brother, passed away last week. 
Jim camped with us at Oshkosh 
for a number of years. We’ll miss 
him, and his rye sense of humor. 



activities, (movie night, picnic 
flyabout) for the fall. The Fly-In 
setup date is Thurs. Sept. 10 at 
6pm. 
Ed Buck was our guest speaker. 
He is a retired professor and taught 
at Andrews and Purdue. He has 
about 2700 hrs of flight time, 
owned a Luscomb, and designed 
and built an aircar which is on 
display at Purdue. He once flew a 
Cessna 210 from South Bend to 
LA in 9:21. Thanks Ed! 

Meetings (Continued from page 1) some good construction time and for a 
fast paced assembly schedule. It also 
helped me reprioritize my time and 
schedule time to work on it. I’m really 
into it now. And so, the empennage 
(tail) in on (very impressive) and the 
wings are being worked on and will 
soon be mounted as well. The rigging 
and the control cables will be next. The 
flight school folks are doing a lot of 
sanding, sorting parts, cleaning, and 
preparing the fuselage for varnish. This 
is a lot of work being accomplished. 
Also the motor is now mounted and 
when we get some new prop bolts it 
will be read to fired up, test, and break 
in.  
In getting the MiniMax together, I 
needed some parts and advice and so I 
went to see John at the MiniMax 
factory in Napanee. It was a wow! I 
saw the new Air Bike. It will be sold as 
a 1 & 2 place airplane. It’s just 
beautiful and a unique concept for 
recreational flying. I saw a picture of a 
tricycle gear MiniMax that was 
completed in China. It was beautiful in 
appearance and it has flown very well. 
Then I saw the bright yellow Super 
Max. It looked like a cross between a 
formula one racer and crop duster. I 
mean that thing makes your mouth 
water like a starving wolf looking at a 
fat, one legged chicken, stranded in the 
wilderness. Finally I saw a kit Eros 
MiniMax that was purchased and then 
returned because sadly the owner in 
Washington State had died before 
beginning the project. It was one 
gorgeous airplane waiting to be put 
together. I’m hoping someone in the 
chapter buys it for their own LSA 
project. The kit is discounted to $4500 
and was originally $6500. I brought 
some information back on it if anyone 
is interested. The original owner had 
not assembled any part of the kit 
whatsoever so it’s a new kit for a used 
price. 
This week gifted me with a surprise 
ride in Gerry Wierenga’s Fly Boy. 
Getting inside behind the streamlined 
nose of the Fly Boy with lay back 

seats, the clam shell doors, the big 
windshield, and the well equipped 
dash panel reminded me of being in 
the down to business seat of a Lear 
20. The Rotax was equipped with a 
new Powerfin prop. It was smooth! 
After getting the seatbelts adjusted, 
MACHO, the electric starter brings 
everything to life, EXCITING. The 
tricycle gear makes the plane very 
easy to steer on the ground with great 
forward and side visibility. Rear 
visibility is non-existent but so what. 
Going down the runway you get a lot 
of speed rush being so low to the 
ground. The big Plexiglas windshield 
in front of you gives you a B-17 
bombardier like view if you use your 
imagination a little. The 503 Rotax 
with the three blade Powerfin gives 
you a good positive take off climb. 
What a ride! What a view! 
My Skyranger is up for sale again 
because I need money, money, to 
finish up my commercial & CFI/CFII. 
I’m a year behind schedule. Have to 
sell my airplane so can afford to fly. 
RATS! I’ve also put a lot of extra 
effort, time and money in getting the 
1951 Ford Victoria back together to 
sell it. The engine is in, the torque 
converter is rebuilt, there are a lot of 
new seals in the automatic 
transmission, and we should hear the 
fat head, I mean flat head V-8 fire up 
soon.  
Our 865 flight school is going great! 
About fourteen people attend (plus or 
minus 2) and we have many new 
members in the 865. Things are 
cranking up, I mean a lot of new 
members! Come Tuesday to meet 
them. I want you all to be at the 
meeting on Tuesday night, please! We 
have a good speaker (maybe if his 
schedule works out), fantastic hot 
dogs to chomp on with all the junk 
you can put on them including 
sauerkraut and jalapenos, then cool 
the pipes off with an ice cream cone 
and a Coke, all mixed together with 
some saw dust and paint fumes. 
ChaChing! We will have a good 
demonstration on wood working, a 

(Continued on page 3) 2 

a good time. We served about 120 
paid breakfasts. For some reason, 
only about 30 planes flew in, even 
though we sent out over 150 
postcards to airports, pilots and 
EAA Chapters. Unfortunately, 
sometime in the days after the 
breakfast, the breaker that powered 
both refrigerator and freezer blew. 
We lost the sausage patties and 
biscuits that were left over, around 
$100 worth. 

501(c)3 (Continued from page 1) 

Professor Ed Buck’s roadable airplane 

conditions was too chancy. End result, 
we missed the fun of being in the 
parade. However, I can tell you that 
I’m sure proud of Niles and for the 
great events that they put on here. 
This is the best town I never been 
thrown out of or lived in without 
being thrown out.  
All wasn’t lost due to the rainy parade 
day, far from it. The pressure to have 
the MiniMax put together made for 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 1) 
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good demonstration on fiberglass mold less 
construction. We have many important issues to 
discuss. We need to plan the final push on 
completing our lounge. We need to plan the fall & 
winter events that will take place here. We need you 
to be here to contribute to the razzmatazz of the 
whole evening plus you’ll learn something about 
flying, wood working, and have your fingers stuck 
together with fiberglass resin. Truly one of the sweet 
joys of God’s green earth!  See ya there, Bob 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 2) As you all know, 
member Bruce 
Landy passed away 
in August and the 
Chapter sent 
flowers. Bruce’s 
family sent the 
following thank you 
note:“Thank you 
for the beautiful 
floral arrangement, 
it was much 
appreciated.” Joe 
and Jene Landy and 
Rich & Diane 
Fairchild 

Bruce loved aviation and never 
missed a chance to hitch a ride. 
He was full of enthusiasm, 
enjoyed RC flying and loved to 
hangar fly. We will miss him. 

Prof. Ed Buck and Jim 
Van Hulle look over some 
pictures Ed brought to 
the Sept. meeting. Ed is 89 
years young and full of 
enthusiasm about using 
the Sport Pilot rules to get 
back into flying. 
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EAA News 
For Immediate Release 
Harrison Ford names US Airways Flt. 1549 pilots 
Sullenberger and Skiles as successors 
to lead EAA Young Eagles Program 
Program gives inspirational and educational flights to 80,000+ youth annually 
SANTA MONICA, Cal. — September 29, 2009 — Captain Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger and First Officer Jeffrey Skiles, known for their expert handling of 
their airliner’s emergency landing in the Hudson River in January, today took the 
helm as co-chairmen of the EAA Young Eagles Program. In a news conference, 
EAA member, pilot, and famed actor Harrison Ford officially passed the baton 
after having served for five years as the chairman of this program that uses 
aviation to inspire and educate youth. 
EAA Chairman/President Tom Poberezny, who launched the EAA Young 
Eagles Program in 1992, moderated the news conference. Later this evening, 
Poberezny will host a special dinner recognizing Ford for his service and 
welcoming the program’s new co-chairs. “I’m eager to thank Harrison tonight for 
his engagement, dedicated leadership, and active participation,” Poberezny said. 
“Harrison and I were delighted when Sully and Jeff agreed to co chair the 
program. They were ideal candidates not only because of the skill they 
demonstrated on that fateful day in January but also, and perhaps more 
significantly, because of the leadership they’ve shown since that time,” 
Poberezny added. “They’ve been excellent ambassadors on behalf of aviation.” 
Ford agreed. “For five years as the program chair, I’ve stressed the program’s 
message of earned reward, showing young people that, by disciplining and 
applying themselves, they can earn marvelous rewards, such as the freedom 
and thrill of flight,” Ford said. “Now, Sully and Jeff will add an emphasis on the 
value of training, preparation, and teamwork. No one could bring more 
credibility in sharing these concepts with our youth,” Ford added. 
Sullenberger and Skiles accepted the offer to lead the program in discussions 
with Poberezny and Ford that took place during this year’s EAA AirVenture 
Oshkosh, which is widely considered the world’s premier aviation event. 
“After having the opportunity to learn more about the EAA Young Eagles 
Program while I was in Oshkosh, Jeff and I were inspired to get involved. 
Co-chairing the program is an opportunity that I welcome,” said Sullenberger. 
“Jeff and I are honored to take the stick from Harrison Ford, who has gracefully 
guided the program for the past five years.” 
For Skiles, a rekindled enthusiasm for flight fueled his acceptance of the 
co-chair role. “I’m grateful to EAA and the AirVenture Oshkosh convention for 
allowing me to fall in love with aviation for a second time in my life. I’m eager to 
share this passion with young people and encourage their participation in 
aviation,” Skiles said. 
The EAA Young Eagles Program, now in its 17th year, has provided 
inspirational and educational first-flight experiences to nearly 1.5 million youth, 
thanks to the volunteer efforts of 42,000 EAA member pilots and countless 
supporters around the globe. In addition to Ford, previous EAA Young Eagles 
Program chairs were: Oscar-winning actor and avid pilot Cliff Robertson 
(1992-1993); and aviation legend Chuck Yeager (1994-2003). 

 
 
 



Ford names Sullenberger and Skiles as successors 
(con’t, page 2 of 2) 
Highlights of Harrison Ford’s chairmanship of the EAA Young Eagles Program 
include the following: 
. Nearly 500,000 young people received inspirational first-flight Young 
Eagles experiences while he chaired the program. 
. He personally raised considerable funds for the program by donating 
auction items such as movie-set experiences. 
. He elevated the stature of the Gathering of Eagles event, which takes place 
during EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, to make it a more effective fundraising 
vehicle for the program. 
. He enhanced the program’s public profile and exposure. 
. He emphasized the “ambassadorship” message, underscoring the EAA 
Young Eagles Program’s significant potential to enhance the image of 
general aviation among policymakers and the broad public. 
. He personally provided flights to nearly 300 Young Eagles. 
Sporty’s Pilot Shop, in partnership with EAA, provides free online flight 
training to participating youth who are inspired by the Young Eagles flight 
experience to continue pursuing an interest in aviation. ConocoPhillips is the 
presenting sponsor of the EAA Young Eagles Program. Learn more at 
http://www.youngeagles.org. 

 
Chapter Complimentary Trial Membership Program 
Chapter Leaders & Members:( 7 names submitted so far for our Chapter)  
One of the most frequent requests EAA receives from chapter leaders is how to recruit new members 
on the local level. Based on your input, we’ve developed a program that will make recruiting and 
retaining members easier. 
The Program 
Your chapter can now offer prospective members a 6-month complimentary membership in EAA 
through the Chapter Complimentary Trial Membership Program. 
Overview 
Each prospect will receive all EAA member benefits during this time with no cost to your chapter. 
We encourage chapters to also grant a 6-month complimentary chapter membership, which allows 
the potential members to “get to know you” and experience membership benefits in EAA and your 
chapter before they commit to paying their dues. 
Chapter Benefits 
This complimentary 6-month period will help you build a bond between prospective members and 
your chapter, resulting in a higher member recruitment and retention rate. Plus—the sign-up process 
no longer requires lots of paperwork. Just enter the recruit’s information at www.eaa.org/chaptertrial. 
There’s no limit on recruits, however headquarters will provide you with a periodic report on your 
success turning complimentary members into fully-paid members. 
Do 
o Use this as a tool to build your local membership base. 
o Reach out beyond the “usual” crowd around the airport (church, other clubs, coworkers) 
to connect with people unaware of your chapter, or just need to be asked. 
o Position the membership as “compliments of Chapter 252,” not EAA HQ. 
o Actively engage the recruit during the trial period. 
� � Call and INVITE them to every event during these 6 months. 
� � Assign them a mentor for questions and advice. 
� � Involve less active members in the recruiting process. 
Don’t 
o Use trial memberships as door prizes or giveaways. Engage the recruit, assess their 
interest, and THEN give them the membership. The goal is to build a bond between 
the prospective member and your chapter. 
o Charge a reduced rate for the trial membership—goes against the purpose. 
o Expect the recruit to “understand” everything about EAA. Long time members can 
forget what it was like when they first got involved in aviation, EAA, and a chapter. 
Help this person feel welcome. 



Pilots Progress is published each month by Experimental 
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located in Niles MI. 
The contents are for the use, education and enjoyment of the 
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor 
and does not necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 
or the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held at 
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake St., 
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
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Pilots Progress 
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 Niles, MI 49120-0444 

Calendar of Events 
Oct 18—Chapter 585 Chili Hop, Watervliet 
Nov. 10—865 Monthly Meeting 
Dec. 8—865 Monthly Meeting or Christmas Party 
Dec. 29-30—Boy Scout Winter Advancement Camp, 
Aviation Merit Badge, Chapter 865 hangar, Niles Airport. 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH @ 
269-684-0972 

A Boredom fighter hangs in the AirZoo Museum 


