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Fly-In/Parade Success! 
This months meeting is on 
Monday, Oct. 13, at 7:30 in our 
hangar. Our guest will be, 
Orinthropter builder Don Richie. 
Agenda: Fly-In report, parade 
report, meeting room progress, 
Fall cookout, Christmas party, 
door lock number, Board of 
Directors. 
Last meeting: we had 14 members 
and 1 guest, Treas. Report read and 
approved, Old Business: Hangar 
cleanup set, old fridge OK, Parade 
paperwork is filed, Founders wing 
donation tabled till Oct., New 
Business: Jim V. will take treas. Post 
for 6 mos., Christmas party and 
meeting night discussed—will 
research. 
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Thanks to 
Charles and Lois Breden 

of Eau Claire MI who 
donated $10 to sponsor a 
Venturing Crew member 

Our Fly-In Breakfast and our 
Float in the Apple Festival Parade 
were both successful and fun. Not 
that we made a bundle on the 
breakfast. If we clear $200 we’ll be 
lucky. But, we gave out free 
breakfasts to veterans, gave many 
airplane rides, 36 registered planes 
flew in and had two wonderful 
WWll pilots, Glen Fleming and 
Charlie Hudson, as guests. Thanks to 
Jim and Bev Thompson, Bob 
Crowley, Marty Preston, Doug 
Tyler, Jen and Brad Bowhuis, Bill 
and Zak Staab, Kelly, Barry and 
Randy Baumbaugh and their CAP 
friends, Kevin and Kathy Greenlee 
and their daughters, April, Kylie and 

The Winds of Change 
We’re now in the last phase of the 
fall season. At the time you read 
this the Harvest Moon will 
approaching full phase. Six weeks 
from now the winter winds will 
not only be blowing but will be 
whistling up our pant legs. We’ve 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

We have Chapter 
865 2009 calendars 

for sale. 
See them at the 

meeting. $20  



Amanda, Gerry Weiringa, Tom 
Huizinga, Don Green, Jerry 
Burdue, all the officers and those 
that helped clean and organize the 
hangar. If I missed anyone I 
apologize. 
The Parade went off without a 
hitch. Jerry and Jerrid , the three 
Bobs, Baird, Crowley and Rogers, 
Connie Baird and her two 
granddaughters, Melissa and 
Christine, Jordan and Zak, my 
granddaughter Emmy and I had a 
fun time. We handed out over 150 
EAA magazines, 100 EAA 
pencils, EAA flyers and candy to 
the crowd. We didn’t win the 
trophy ( stiff competition ), but 
that didn’t matter. Thanks to Tyler 
Automotive, we had an awesome 
ride in the Hybrid Chevy Yukon. 

(Continued from page 1) month. The second annual Veterans 
Honors Pancake Breakfast & Fly-
in. That took place on September 
20th. Very successful! We had 
about 20 Young Eagle flights and 
lots of adults go for an airplane 
ride. We had new volunteers mixed 
with the old. The Boredom Fighter 
sitting there in the front of the 
hangar area generated a lot of 
interest and all our members 
seemed to have a special pride and 
connection to it. Lots of small and 
consistent work parties contributed 
to a very nice looking hangar 
display of airplanes, cleanliness, 
organization and a good food 
product. Let me say it twice, “A 
very good food product, and very 
nice looking hangar, and a nice 
display of aircraft. I thought that 
some of the frosting on the cake 
was when Don Green showed up 
with his fabulous Indian motor 
cycle.  
We had several grateful vets and 
some folks with amazing aviation 
history to introduce at the 
Breakfast. I’ve never been to any 
event where Vets ate for free. It was 
our honor to serve them. I’ve never 
been to an event that had a shuttle 
to help get people from parking to 
location. That was a great idea! 
Thanks Jennifer, that shuttle was 
always busy. I’m proud and 
thankful we did it this way. Of 
those special guests there was , 
Charlie Hudson and Glen Fleming. 
Glen flew in the historic Battle of 
the Coral Sea and the Battle of 
Midway. He flew Hellcats and 
Wildcats off the Enterprise. Charlie 
Hudson is a highly decorated B-17 
pilot and wrote two books about his 
WW-11 experience. All Vets ate for 
free. I’m thankful for our chapter’s 
generosity and hard work to 
accomplish this good thing. Lots of 

people worked hard. Thank you 
all. 
 The second event this month was 
our float in the Apple Festival 
Parade. We had an incredible float 
in the Apple Festival held on 
September 27th. Again, we had 
many hard working volunteers. 
Regardless of the work and the last 
minute pressure we really had a 
good time. The newspapers 
reported that 30,000 people in the 
parade audience. Wow! We met 
many new friends and potential 
new members.  
Our new entrance door, thanks to 
Jim Van Hulle, has a coded lock 
and is working well. I love it. No 
keys to fumble with and all 
members will now have access! 
We will share the code with you at 
the next meeting. There is also a 
new winch on the hangar door 
which makes it a safer and faster 
operation to get that big door 
cranked up. Special thanks to Don 
Green and Robert Rodgers for the 
installation work. 
Some Chapter members went to 
see the Super Cavalier in the 
basement of an EAA widow lady. 
We were all impressed with the 
beautiful airplane and pondered 
the difficulties of getting it out of 
the basement home it’s in. More 
on this as the winter and fall 
months unfold. 
Our next meeting will be blessed 
with a tour of the ornathopter and a 
discussion by its builder. This is 
also a WOW! Don Richie will be 
the guest speaker. I believe the 
man is a one-of-a-kind genius. 
You don’t want to miss this! No 
place in the whole world has 
something like this to see and hear 
about. If you have not seen this 
flying machine before, bring some 
duck tape to help keep your jaw 
bones closed and drooling over it.  

2 

already scraped some ice off our 
windshields because a big chunk of 
Arctic air broke off and slid south. 
We’ll soon see the high altitude ice 
crystal feathers that mark the path 
of the southern shifting winter jet 
stream. As you know our mornings 
are starting to be especially crisp. 
It’s time for Chapter 865 to put its 
winter coat on. So today, let’s think 
in terms of what has been 
accomplished during the fair 
weather of 08. It’s also time to 
congratulate ourselves and review a 
really good season. It’s also time to 
lay down the plans for how we are 
going to continue to fuel our 
passion for flying and building 
airplanes at the next meeting.  
We had two wonderful events last 
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November’s meeting will be about 
LSA aircraft and pilot licenses. 
Weather permitting we will have 
one or two to fly in for the meeting. 
There is some serious talk of 
getting an LSA aircraft and a flight 
school at 3TR. We have a great 
place to run such a school, the old 
Kennedy hangar. 
My 1941Skyranger is back in the 
air and I will take anyone for a 
short or extended ride. Just ask. 
Love to do it. Beside ground school 
I hope to be giving flight lessons 
soon. 
Construction of the new conference 
room (the Rats Nest) in the hangar 
is under way. Please call me if you 
have construction materials you 
would like to donate or if you 
would like to help. I believe that 
this is going to be way cool when 
it’s done. Thanks to Jennifer for  
her inspiration, for the work to start.  
Chapter 865’s Ground School has 
been going great. We want to focus 
on getting some new students and 
finishing up with the crew we 
currently have. They want to take 
the test and then continue on. 
So much more to say but probably 
boring you by now so please take 
some time to be active in the 865 
and join with us to make this a great 
October and continue a great 
history in aviation for each of us. 
Bob Baird 

Photos: Left to right from top. 
Pilots begin to arrive . Jim 
Thompson and Bob Crowley. The 
CAP Troops. Bill Staab and the 
crowd. Bob Talks to some kids 
whose dad is in Iraq. Kelly and 
Bob pointing at ? Connie and 
Bob, Tom Huizinga and Jerry 
work on the BF cowling. The float 
parked and in the parade with 
Christine & Melissa Boller. 
Emmy and Grandpa Ralph 
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Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, 
Inc., located in Niles MI. The contents are for the 
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter. No 
claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the 
contributor and does not necessarily reflect the 
position of Chapter 865 or the EAA. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles for publication. 
Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are 
held at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the 
airport on Lake St., Niles MI, unless otherwise 
stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Hangar Maint.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
Oct. 13—Chapter meeting, hangar 
Oct. 19 - Watervliet Chili Hop Fly-in 
Nov. 10—Chapter meeting 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Randy Baumbaugh’s Cavalier stuck in the basement 

L. Melissa 
Handing out 
candy 
R. Jerrid with 
Miss 
Edwardsburg 
and entourage 

L. Zak 
hands out 
magazines 
 
R. 
Possibly 
new 
members 


