-

£

The Leader in -
recreational
AVIATION

Meeting Monday, Oct. 8,
7:30pm, in our hangar

This month we'll have a speaker
and Bob will bring his new GPS
and Flight Sim. We'll discuss
improving the meeting room, a
fall hangar cleanup and repair,
what to do with the Smith
Termite and our 2008 fly-ins.

Last month we had 9 members
and 3 guests, treasurers report was
given and approved, Tom
Troester made a motion to
purchase the hangar sign for
$310.00 from Pam'’s Signs if city
permit is obtained. Second by
Dick Haigh—Passed. Fly-In
planning, cleanup on Fri. the 21st,
6pm, Bob Baird will co-ordinate
food, extra help, newspaper

publicity and rides.
Below, Dale Neddeau, Kelen Van Hulle
& Church helpers
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Fantastic Fall Fly-In!

The weather was perfect and
everything fell (or was pushed) into
place, for a perfect fly-in. A huge
thank you to Bob Baird's wife
Connie, daughter and fellow church
members, Steve and Debbie Zehfus,
Mark and Dorla Nemeth, Pam
Sebasty and Carl Neuhold for being
there for us. Thanks to our loyal
members, Dale Neddeau, Dick
Haigh, Jim and Kelen Van Hulle,
Jerry and Jerrid Burdue ( Jerry took
most of the pictures for me and did a
great job). Clean up Friday evening
was accomplished by Bob Baird,
Dade Neddeau, Jery and Jerrid
Berdue and Myself.

We served over 200 breakfasts,
had 35 planes fly in. Bob gave 45
ridesin al72, Buzz Bolton was busy
giving helicopter rides. Clean up
afterwards was accomplished by the

(Continued on page 2)
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The Fly-in
Widll, | just have to say | had a
great time at the September fly-in.
Wow! It started on a Friday night,
6 PM, for the cleanup party.
Connie, my wife and a few friends
began buying food at Sam’'s and
GFS. | was way behind schedule
on that assignment so Connie
really bailed me and us out. Next
time I'll do a better job by
delegating sooner! However, with
Bev, Kathy and Ralph setting up
the amounts and the menu we
came out pretty good. Someone
(Continued on page 2)

Contents
Meetings, Fly-In, Prez Sez

A OWONPE

Fly-In and Pre Sez cont., Tom Gahan
Jim Coffmans RV7, The Weedhopper
Calendar, Disclaimer and Contact I nfo.

visit these web sites
http://www.myair plane.com/
http://www.otsego.or g/eaal095/
http://www.aer o-news.net/




(Continued from page 1)

told me there was only one cup of
sausage gravy left over. You can't
cal it any closer than that! We
were short on volunteers from the
membership this time around and
so the church volunteers were very
much appreciated. The Friday
night cleanup went well but the
work assignments wasn’'t spread
around enough because of the
shortage of bodies. So those that
helped on Friday night worked for
about 3 hours steady. Thanks. |
went to bed worried about how
many volunteers would be there at
6 AM for the breskfast. |1 didn’t
sleep well. Got up a 3:30 AM and
headed for our church to pick up a
big 20 quart cooker for the sausage
gravy. This cooker was an
essential item for the breakfast.
The Electronic lock at church
didn’t work. Couldn’t get in. Nuts!
No cooker! So | scraped picking
up Barney O’'Hare in LaPorte and
went to the 24 hour Meijers and
bought a new cooker for the club.
Got in the air by 6 AM Saturday
with the cooker in the back seat
and got to 3TR at 6:15. Volunteers
from the church and the club were
there going at it. Not a bad startup
after al. By 6:30, | was beginning
to give rides in the Cessna
Meanwhile the pattern began to get
busy with a gyrocopter, PT-19's,
T-6, Steerman, classics, and
experimental aircraft buzzing

around. At one time there were '
four planes and a gyrocopter back [

taxiing runway 32. All the flights
went well with no bad landings. |

finished off the day with Jim Van [

Hulle giving me a ride in the
Skyranger. Jim put down anice 3
point landing on 32. | redly
enjoying just having a chance to
ride in my own airplane and enjoy
the sensations. After spending

most of my fly-in time in the air |
took the Cessna back to SBN at 3
PM. All in al | had 16 landings at
Niles with about 3 people per
landing so about 30 to 40 people
went for rides. That was fun! Jerrid
& Jim Van Hulle's son were with
me on the trip back to SBN and we
probably saw 50 business jets on
the ground. Corporate Wings was
packed with pilots and flight crews
because the South Bend airport was
loaded up for the ND game.
Helicopter rides. | think the
helicopter rides added alot to our
fly-in. Wish | could have gone for
my first helicopter ride on that
day! The Sign Drive by the airport
and look at the north side of the
hangar. Lets figure out something
nice for the lighting. Projects
Progress Report. | got the Jeep
finished and sold! This really frees
me up for arplane stuff. The
Minimax is waiting patiently for us
to build the test stand and then test
the motor. The wing assembly
should begin soon. Then the rigging
and covering can begin. Jerrid and
Jerry are starting on the ribs for
their Boredom Fighter. Parts and
supplies are being assembled to
begin and work continues on the
construction table. Bob

Via E-Mail from Tom

Gahan

Morning al , had EAA boys over
this Sunday . We did weight and
balance 1@ ok, a little nose heavy
but its fixable , c¢/g is only off 2
inches . move battery back and
make a steel tail whed spring
weee talking about 5 Ibs in the tall

and 1@ perfect Z | the weather
was perfect but we had 7" of rain
the night before so it was a little
soggy down below, had about 20 ,
people . we started at 2 on the
weight and balance rest of group
showed up at 4 . Now | have to
work on motor mount ,may move
Engine back a half inch fuel lines
something not rite with length of
alliron cables, | think | put the tube
behind the seat in upside down
when | put it back together after
fabric covering. It® a pain in the
a** to work on it with the wings
on. We should be able to play this
winter on the lake. Anyway |
passed and will be ready for final
Inspection in the spring. Got to get
ready for paint before weather
changes. Ralph took some
pic® Dennis Koscielniak ( no lie
that® spelled correctly) did a fly
buy in his new plane not sure the
of the model but fast, retractable
gear , He did 2 high speed passes

. very low, they said he has blue

Don and Karen Ducks Piper Vagabond

(Continued from page 1)

same exhausted people. For an
accounting of the fly-in proceeds,
please attend the meeting

eyes, every body got a little stuffy

& wished they had a spare $100K to

piddie away. a good time was had
by al. will fwd. the news letter
when it® E mailed, tak to you
soon. tom




Jim Coffman’s RV-7
By Wayne Stiles

| went down to Jims place in TN
late last month and spent afew days
helping him do some stuff that
takes at least 4 hands. he is coming
aong very steadily. While 1 was
down there we finished riviting the
bottom skins on and rolled the
"canoe" over and started working
on the internal cockpit substructure
as well a fabricating the specia
pieces that have to me made to

mount the tail feathers/ last night
he told me he has installed the
hardware for his auto pilot and is
going to be riviting/or bolting done
the cabin floors this weekend. he
also has the top fuselage skins
ready to rivit for my next trip
down in a few more weeks.
attached will be a couple of pics of
progress at that point. one shows
the fuselage with the bottom skins
rivited just before we turned it
over. the other two are of Jim
working on the "canoe"

Wayne

The Weedhopper
Final Installment

| happened to know that La Porte
was further to the southwest, so |
kept on the same flight path.
Problem was, | still didn’'t know
where the airport was located.
Well, | aways kept a piece of
sectional map, about a hundred
mile area around our patch, in a
nylon bag attached to a down tube.
If you ever tried to read amap in a
convertible, going fifty miles an
hour, you might understand my
problem. Plus, the Weedhopper
wasn't exactly a hands off
machine. So, with one hand, map
flapping in the breeze, | started
looking for La Porte. Well, | found
the airport and | was right above
some railroad tracks that led me
right to it. What about the guys
that left me? The one that went
west, found the field, but returned
home when he couldn’t see any
activity at the old FBO ( they had
moved to the other end of the
field ). The other one ended up
about ten miles to the south,
landed in someone' s back yard and
got directions. From then on, | did
my own navigation.

| had decided to replace the
KFM engine with a Rotax 277. My
flying buddy had one on his
Weedhopper and redlly liked it.
The EAA Convention was fast
approaching and | figured it would
be a good place to find an
inexpensive ( cheap ) Rotax. | was
right. Leading Edge Air Foils had
just what | was looking for, and
with a geared reduction drive to
boot. It wasn't long before | was
climbing like a rocket, for a
Weedhopper anyway, at 300 feet
per minute. The newly Rotaxed
Weedhopper and | would have
many more adventures. But, that’||
be another story.



TopL,aT-6taxisout, R aTailwind, | think, Bottom L, Emmy & Jeff Ballard & friend Griffen pay up, R nice shot of the busy apron.

Calendar of Events
Oct. 6—Octoberfest, Wolverton Fld.
Oct. 8—Chapter M eeting-hangar
Nov. 12—Chapter Mesting
Dec. 1—EAA Christmas Party, Nappanee,
Hostetlers Hangar
Dec. 10—Chapter 865 Christmas Party/M eeting
Jan. 1, 08—Hangerover Party, Nappanee
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL
RALPH @ 269-684-0972

Warren
“Buzz”
Bolton
take off
with a
full load
in his
whirly-
bird
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