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Welcome New Members 
The November meeting will 
be held in our hangar, on 
Tuesday the 10th, at 7pm. 
Noel Wilton will give a 
presentation, Bob will give a 
demo on vacuum bagging 
fiberglass lay-ups. We’ll finalize 
the Christmas Party plans. We 
also need to replace our 
Treasurer, Dale Neddeau, for the 
Winter months. The Boy Scouts 
Winter Advancement Merit 
Badge Camp will need some 
members to volunteer for the 
aviation badge classes in our 
hangar on Dec. 29 & 30. 
Last Month: 
We had 12 members and three 
guests. There was no treasurers 
report.  
Old Business: 
The Mini-Max will be the 
building focus and the Boredom 
Fighter will be on the back 
burner. Members who help finish 
the project will be given the 
opportunity to fly the Mini-Max 
and possibly form a Mini-Max 
flying club. The Ground School 
has 14 students. Bob announced 
that when he completes his CFI 
training, he would like to begin 
Flight School training using the 
three to a class method, to save 
students money. 
New Business: 
The Christmas Party will be held 
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We still have a few Chapter 
sweatshirts and T-shirts that 
would make good Christmas 
gifts. Also Chapter Dog Tags 
for stocking stuffers. 

By Ralph “both feet” Ballard 
We have been growing by leaps 
and bounds! Our paid membership  
(including trial memberships) is at 
40! Just two years ago, if we had 20 
paid members, we were happy. 
Welcome to all the new members 
and we hope that you enjoy being a 
part of a growing organization. We 
also hope that you keep your 
membership after the trial period. 
I’ve been a member since 1985, of 
both the National and Chapter. I 
honestly never understood what the 
EAA was until my friend, Larry 
Miller, asked me to come to a 
Chapter 865 meeting. I really 
jumped in with both feet and before 
long was the newsletter editor. I got 
hooked! That f i rst  t r ip to 
AirVenture, then just called 
Oshkosh, was one of the biggest 
thrills of my life. It will be yours too, 
I’ll guarantee that! You don’t have 
to be a builder, a pilot or anything 
else to be a part of the action. There 
are enough projects in the Chapter to 
keep you busy and learning about 
aviation. The Mini-Max, Boredom 
Fighter, ground school, Boy Scout 
Merit Badge classes, Young Eagles, 
to name a few. I hope that each new 
member decides to become an active 
member. One who says, yes I’ll do 
that, because being involved, is truly 
the way to have fun. Take it from 
someone who jumped in with both 
feet. 

   Ladies & Gentlemen of the 865 
how are you doing? I’m doing 
great and I’m looking forward to 
winter weather so that I might 
have a chance to focus more 
intensely on aircraft construction, 
flying in cold dense high 
performance air, and work on our 
h a n g a r  w o r k s h o p .  O n e 
enthusiastic goal we have this 
winter is for the MiniMax to be 
ready for covering by spring and 
then to fly it. Over the winter 
months there will also be more 
progress on the Boredom 
Fighters. Jerrid and Jerry are 
phenomena l  workers  and 
craftsmen. Somehow through it all 
I hope my 1951 Ford Victoria 
construction project will be done 
and I’ll have the old girl ready for 
auction in the early summer 
months. I’m chipping away at this 
project every week and she is a 
beauty! She’s a two door hardtop 
with a continental kit, spot light, 
sun visor and flat head V-8 auto. 
Ultimately I’m doing this because I 
need to liquidate it and turn it into 
cash and have my time for other 
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The Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 



in the hangar on Tues. Dec. 8 at 
7:30 PM. Please bring a dish to 
pass: If your name begins with A 
to I bring a salad, J to R a 
vegetable, S to Z a desert. RSVP to 
Bob Baird, 574-339-9991 or 269-
684-7209, so we know how much 
meat to buy. A cookout/Flyabout 
is planned for Sat. Oct. 24 at 3PM 
(cancelled because of weather). 
The High-Max project will be 
postponed till spring. 

Meetings (Continued from page 1) let’s party. December 8, 2009, 7 
PM at the hangar. The club will 
provide steaks, chicken, shrimp, 
and whatever I can find along the 
side of the road, all hot off the grill. 
We’ll have spuds, salad, desserts 
and a great time is planned. Drinks 
such as diet coke, regular coke, 
and what have you will be provided. 
We’ll have some really fun video 
clips to show and a few games in 
mind. We’re going to ask a 
donation to cover the costs. Let’s 
say $10 – 12 bucks a head for a 
whole evening of entertainment, 
good food, maybe some swing 
music and video. Now that’s a deal 
but don’t let us go through all the 
effort and then not have a good 
turnout. Start planning on being 
there now. As colonel Klink would 
say, “Ve have vays to make you 
comply vith our vishes.” We don’t 
want to have to slap anybody 
around after this is all over with, the 
Christmas season and all. Be there 
and have a good time with us.  

The 865’s ground school has really 
been successful. We average  
about 12 students each Saturday 
morning. We are going to begin 
mixing a little flight instruction to 
anchor in our minds some of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations that 
we are learning. That’s the chapter 
we’re in now at our ground school. 
Nothing can be less exciting than 
learning the Federal Aviation 
Regulations and preparing for the 
Private Pilot Knowledge Test. But 
it’s all very necessary and very 
important to know and to apply. So 
we are going out on Saturday 
mornings af ter  c lass and 
demonstrating in an aircraft, a few 
of the rules and principles of flight 
and FAR’s. We’re putting the FAR’s 
into practical application. We are 
using the buddy system to share 
the costs of the aircraft to keep it to 
$30 per hour or less. That should 
bring a wow and if you’ve been 

missing out on the action, show up 
on a Saturday morning and sit in 
on a class and a flight! It’s 8 to 10 
every Saturday. Give me a call on 
it if you want, 574-339-9991. 
Mission goal, the 865 is keeping 
the fly boys flying and teaching 
new ones.  

We have a Scouting merit badge 
event coming up and if you like 
working with these kids we can 
use your help. Ralph has more of 
the details than I do so please 
contact him on the dates and the 
time when you have a chance. 
Part of the reason we have the 
501(c)3 is to help the scouts and 
the community. I love this activity 
and the chance to influence the 
community for the good of all.  
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things. This was a project that I 
actually inherited. It’s a blessing to 
have the Victoria but I’d like to 
have it done. My Sky Ranger has 
a fresh November annual done by 
Del Hickock and so I will put it on 
ebay and Barnstormers again. If it 
sells there will be plenty of funds 
for these other projects. I also 
need funds for CFI/CFII school 
and to be ready for spring flying 
and training command. Did I say 
spring flying? Well, that’s only 4 or 
5 months away so I plan to be 
really busy all through the holiday 
season and the winter months.  

If we could, through a work party 
get the wall studs up for the new 
workshop, we could easily cover 
them with something cheap and 
simple like plastic drop cloth and 
get a little heat going for us as  
place to work. The construction 
would be initially easy on the 
budget because we have most of 
the 2x4’s and some other 
materials waiting to be used. Also 
work party is in order to get the 
room ready for the Christmas 
party. At the Tuesday meeting 
we’ll get a schedule going to get 
this all moving down the line.  

Speaking of the Christmas Party! 
Boy, I’m really into the spirit of 
Christmas. Love the season 
because I know the reason! So 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 1) 

Brad Strand is a member of our 
Chapter. He was recognized in the 
upcoming November edition of 
Sport Aviation, for his thoughtful 
contribution to the new ‘Oshkosh 
365’ Community. See the November 
edition, by clicking or typing this: 
http://www.eaa.org/ 
And clicking on the logo shown 
below, then on “members only” 
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We need a new club treasure. Dale is going to Florida 
for the winter months. Turkey! So do we have anyone 
who is willing to jump in the trenches with us and fight 
the good fight? The treasurer’s job is important and of 
course we now are a 501 C-3 corporation. Things 
could get very interesting at any time with a large 
donation of cash or materials or an aircraft. Who is 
ready to stand in the gap?  

At the next meeting we will have Noel Wilton, the 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 2) 
Spitfire expert, to speak to us again. He is also an 
expert on the Battle of Britain as well as Spitfire 
aircraft. This could be subject matter for discussion. 
Whatever subject he speaks on it will be interesting, a 
Wow! We also will have many of our newer members 
at the Tuesday meeting. I mean several, I mean a lot 
of new members! Please come to the next meeting 
and enjoy new and old friendships, a few dogs and 
chili, and some ice cream. We need to see ya! 

�
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Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., 
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VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
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Calendar of Events 
Nov. 10—865 Chapter meeting, in our hangar. 
Dec. 8—Chapter 865 Christmas Party, in our 
hangar, 7PM 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
 

The fella in these pictures is Craig 
Spoke, former member and all 
around great guy. He now lives in 
Lillian, AL. He writes: 
I finally finished my Kolb. 
Received the airworthiness 
certificate Friday (Oct. 9). Here 
are a few of the pics from my 
const ruc t io n  log .  h t tp : / /
www.gulftel.com/cspoke/  Flight 
testing starts next weekend. Kilty 
and I sure miss all our friends up 
north.         Craig 
c s p o k e @ g u l f t e l . c o m 


