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Welcome New Members cAn Chairer 865

Home of the Heath

The November meeting will By Ralph “both feet” Ballard
be held in our hangar, on We have been growing by leapsThe Prez

and boundd Our paid membership
-Iil-l(ngSd?/I\)llilttr;?] 1355]" at i7vgm.a (including trial memberships) is at Sez
presentation, Bob wil? give 30! Just two years ago, if we had 20 By
’ aid members, we were happy.BOb Baird

qlemo on vacuum, b‘."‘gg.'ngi;velcome to all the new members
fiberglass lay-ups. We'll 1‘|naI|zeancl we hope that you enjoy being a

the Christmas Party plans. We . o _

part of a growing organization. We [adies & Gentlemen of the 865
also need to replace ou : X :
also hope that you keep vyouiow are you doing? I'm doing

\T/\;ﬁ]?zl:r;rén?ﬁée ?ﬁgdssu,sfor t?r%embership after the trial periodgreat and I'm looking forward to

; ' Y SCOUL, o heen a member since 1985, ofinter weather so that | might
Winter  Advancement Merity o "0 \ahional and Chapter. flave a chance to focus more
Badge Camp will need SOM& onestly never understood what thatensely on aircraft construction,
members to volunteer for th%AA was until mv friend. Larry f¥Ying in cold dense high
aviation badge classes in 0L1\r/”"er asked me yto corr;e toyzﬁerformance air, and work on our
hangar on Dec. 29 & 30. Chap’ter 865 meeting. | really angar workshop. One

: e

Last Month: ) nthusiastic goal we have this

We had 12 members and thr gmped in with both feet and beforg\,mter is for the MiniMax to be

guests. There was no treasurertlosng Wasl the newsletter editor. | 9qkady for covering by spring and
e ooked! That first trip tothen to fly it. Over the winter
port. : : .

. ) AirVenture, then just calledmonths there will also be more
Old Business: ;
The Mini-Max will be the Os_hkosh, was one of the biggesrogress on the Boredom
building focus and the Boredorirfills of my life. it will be yours too, Fighters. Jerrid and Jerry are
uriding 1o 'l guarantee that! You don't havePhenomenal workers and
Fighter will be on the back

b Mermb ho helo fini ﬁo be a builder, a pilot or anythin raftsmen. Somehow through it a_LII
urner. Viembers who help TiNIS1L <6 to be a part of the action. ThelehoPe my 1951 Ford Victoria
the project will be given the

; ; nstruction project will be done
opportunity to fly the Mini-Max E;‘Z enogt?hbﬂrsoje;tns d'”légfn%ha':tsg g(%d Il have the old girl ready for
and possibly form a Mini-Max by y 9 &

iati The Mini-M Bored ction in the early summer
flying club. The Ground Schooltv aton. the Wini-viax, BOredoMmonths. I'm chipping away at this

has 14 students. Bob announci:;,gmeé’agrzusliszgzo$buioyEzc?eulsfoiedl every week and she is a
that when he completes his C g ’ g =agieBeauty! She's a two door hardtop
to name a few. | hope that each newith a continental kit, spot light,

g?'?}'tngé ue \l’V?UI.d .I'ke tq be?r']nmember decides to becomeantive sun visor and flat head V-8 auto.
9 chool fraining using emember. One who says, yes I'll ddltimately I'm doing this because |

thr%e to a class method, to sayg. "o cause being involved, is trulfeed to liquidate it and turn it into
students money. the way to have fun. Take it fronfash and have my time for other

New Business: omeone who jumped in with both
The Christmas Party will be he@eet Jume

(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on page 2)

Contents We still have a few Chapter |0 = "‘cj’
1 Meetings, New Members, Prez Sez | |sweatshirts and T-shirts that e, o
2 Meetings and Prez Sez, cont. would make good Christmas|| | "/~ /B
3 Prez Sez, cont. Bullets for Alignment. ||difts. Also Chapter Dog Tags| oy
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Meetings(Continued from page 1)
in the hangar on Tues. Dec. 8

7:30 PM. Please bring a dish -
pass: If your name begins with .

to | bring a salad, J to R
vegetable, S to Z a desert. RSVP

Bob Baird, 574-339-9991 or 26¢

let's party. December 8, 2009, 7
PM at the hangar. The club will
provide steaks, chicken, shrimp,
and whatever | can find along the
side of the road, all hot off the grill.
We'll have spuds, salad, desserts
and a great time is planned. Drinks
such as diet coke, regular coke,

684-7209, so we know how muc gng what have you will be provided.
meat to buy. A cookout/Flyabol el have some really fun video

is planned for Sat. Oct. 24 at 3P

(cancelled because of weathe mind. We're going
be donation to cover the costs. Let's

The High-Max project will
postponed till spring.

Prez Sezcontinued from page 1)

things. This was a project that |
actually inherited. It's a blessing to
have the Victoria but I'd like to
have it done. My Sky Ranger has
a fresh November annual done by
Del Hickock and so | will put it on
ebay and Barnstormers again. If it
sells there will be plenty of funds
for these other projects. | also
need funds for CFI/CFIl school
and to be ready for spring flying
and training command. Did | say
spring flying? Well, that’s only 4 or
5 months away so | plan to be
really busy all through the holiday
season and the winter months.

If we could, through a work party
get the wall studs up for the new
workshop, we could easily cover
them with something cheap and
simple like plastic drop cloth and
get a little heat going for us as
place to work. The construction
would be initially easy on the
budget because we have most of
the 2x4’s and some other
materials waiting to be used. Also
work party is in order to get the
room ready for the Christmas
party. At the Tuesday meeting
we’ll get a schedule going to get
this all moving down the line.

Speaking of the Christmas Party!
Boy, I'm really into the spirit of
Christmas. Love the season
because | know the reason! So

clips to show and a few games in
to ask a

say $10 — 12 bucks a head for a
whole evening of entertainment,
good food, maybe some swing
music and video. Now that's a deal
but don’t let us go through all the
effort and then not have a good
turnout. Start planning on being
there now. As colonel Klink would
say, “Ve have vays to make you
comply vith our vishes.” We don't
want to have to slap anybody
around after this is all over with, the
Christmas season and all. Be there
and have a good time with us.

The 865’'s ground school has really
been successful. We average
about 12 students each Saturday
morning. We are going to begin
mixing a little flight instruction to
anchor in our minds some of the
Federal Aviation Regulations that
we are learning. That's the chapter
we’re in now at our ground school.
Nothing can be less exciting than
learning the Federal Aviation
Regulations and preparing for the
Private Pilot Knowledge Test. But
its all very necessary and very
important to know and to apply. So
we are going out on Saturday
mornings after class and
demonstrating in an aircraft, a few
of the rules and principles of flight
and FAR’s. We're putting the FAR’s
into practical application. We are
using the buddy system to share
the costs of the aircraft to keep it to
$30 per hour or less. That should
bring a wow and if you've been

missing out on the action, show up
on a Saturday morning and sit in
on a class and a flight! It's 8 to 10
every Saturday. Give me a call on
it if you want, 574-339-9991.
Mission goal, the 865 is keeping
the fly boys flying and teaching
new ones.

We have a Scouting merit badge
event coming up and if you like
working with these kids we can
use your help. Ralph has more of
the details than | do so please
contact him on the dates and the
time when you have a chance.
Part of the reason we have the
501(c)3 is to help the scouts and
the community. | love this activity
and the chance to influence the
community for the good of all.

(Continued on page 3)

Brad Strand is a member of our
Chapter. He was recognized in the
upcoming November edition of
Sport Aviation, for his thoughtful
contribution to the new ‘Oshkosh
365" Community. See the Novembe
edition, by clicking or typing this:
http://www.eaa.org/

And clicking on the logo shown
below, then on “members only”

r

Chhkoshdns, EAAS now onliee commnainnily ard lalest

weremnizer benefil, delivess aviation: news ard wealher, an
arviation ealondar of svents, and the digital version sf EAA
Sport Aviation, Bt the Ieeart of the site 5 the onling
forrrnes witere enemabers excliange fnformation,

Sivce we faunched the site, we've seern users telling
sdoies, shrarimg pictures avd videos theyve mode, and
emgaging in soeme spirited debales. Bef Sre mnost gratifying
thirg is the fact that EAA nrembrers are using Osiikosh 365
ter hrefp each ather out. That camaraderie, coaperation,
aand semse of covemectdon e exactly owihe we onealed
Ohshikosh3dS—to keep the spirft of r‘]\.J."IJ;‘I’ alive ewery
ey o ther peaar I yorr honvent sigaed wp oyl check ont
www, Oshikosh365.org today!

Homebuilder Brad Strand started a thread with a great
il aomn Fof anyomne ¢ onsiden g Biilding ana irplane:
What's vour mission statement? From there, he gogs
on to counsel another member that homebuilding
can b a fairly lonely avocation, and then proves that
it doesn't hawe to be by inviting him to visit when
he gets started one his own kit, This is what EAA s all
about, amd why we're building Oshkosh3as in the
first place: making connections.

Vigit www.Oshibesfidesorg and click on Forums,
Homebuilders Comer, then "What's Your Mission
Staterment” to see the discussion,




Spitfire expert, to speak to us again. He is also an

P S inued f 2 o e
rez SeZontnued from page 2) expert on the Battle of Britain as well as Spitfire

We need a new club treasure. Dale is going to Florida
for the winter months. Turkey! So do we have anyone
who is willing to jump in the trenches with us and fight
the good fight? The treasurer’s job is important and of
course we now are a 501 C-3 corporation. Things
could get very interesting at any time with a large
donation of cash or materials or an aircraft. Who is
ready to stand in the gap?

At the next meeting we will have Noel Wilton, the

aircraft. This could be subject matter for discussion.
Whatever subject he speaks on it will be interesting, a
Wow! We also will have many of our newer members
at the Tuesday meeting. | mean several, | mean a lot
of new members! Please come to the next meeting
and enjoy new and old friendships, a few dogs and
chili, and some ice cream. We need to see ya!

1 all the excellent material that

. I've seen presented in SPORT
AVIATION and Amateur Build-
ers Manuals. I've never read anything
on assembly and rigging tlechnigques.
Alany times I have shivered and cring-
ed as I watched fellows hammer bolts
into strut and wing fittings as they
assemble and rig an aircraft. In many
cases the assemblers are unawave of
the proper technigues to use to avoid
trouble.

When you are holding something
in alignment, such as a wing to fuse-
lage root fitting, and then proceed
to take the actual bolt that you are
going to secure it with and attempt
to drive it into place with a hammer,
you are cerfain to get varying degrees
of the following results (sometimes
all of them): ruined bolt threads;
galled bolt and fiftings; bent bolt;
elongated fitting holes; bent, twisted
and cracked fittings; loss of paint
or plating.

Two persons can assemble any
plane whose component parts they
are able to lift with absolutely no

ullets

| £ L =3

By Bud Oliver, EAA

the same diameter that the Ffitting
requires and grind one end to a bul-
Iet nose shape and cut the other end
off square. Only the unthreaded
bolt shank is used. The head of the
belt is cut off and the threaded end
is used for the bullet head end so
that the threads are ground away
(Fig. 1). TFor tight places where a
long bullet cannot be used, make up
a short one as shown.

The bullet is given a thin coat
of Parker Threadlube or Lubriplate,
BULLETS or white lead and oil (to stop gall-

ing of similar metals) and inserted
h inlo the fitting in the same direction

— that the final bolt will go in. The

bullet is then tapped in place with

Fig. 1 a soft drift and hammer until it
the actual bolts will go in. In this is flush with the face of the fitting
way the entire plane will easily go (Fig. 3). The holt is then tapped
into approximate alignment and the into place. It will push the bullet out
bolts will go in easily by inserting of the fitting ahead of it (Fig. 4).
them with the fingers, (Fig. 2). You may notice that I illustrated

Now make a bullet of the proper one bullet with an eye at the point.
diameter and length for the align- This is the cotter pin hole of the
ment of all fittings. To make the original bolt from which the bullet
bullet, just take an old bolt that is was made. Often there are places

damage by using the following pro-
cedure. Assemble the entire plane
by using bolts of at least one size
diameter smaller than the bolts that
vou will use on the completed job.
If possible, these bolts should be in-
serted opposite to the direction {hat

where the bullet cannot be driven in.
In these cases you can often pull
the bullet into the hole with stain-
less steel safety wire inserted
through this hole (Fig. 5).

This idea can also be used in many
other places. Not too long ago I
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The fella in these pictures is Craig
Spoke, former member and al
around great guy. He now lives i
Lillian, AL. He writes:

| finally finished my Kolb.

Received the airworthinesg
certificate Friday (Oct. 9). Here
are a few of the pics from my
construction log. http://

www.qulftel.com/cspoke/  Flight
testing starts next weekend. Kilty
and | sure miss all our friends up|
north. Craig
cspoke@qgulftel.coni

Calendar of Events
Nov. 10—865 Chapter meeting, in our hangar.
Dec. 8—Chapter 865 Christmas Party, in our
hangar, 7PM
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL
RALPH @ 269-684-0972

Pilots Progress is published each month by
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc,
located in Niles MI. The contents are for the use,
education and enjoyment of the chapter. No claim is
made for the accuracy of materials presented. Editaal
content is the opinion of the contributor and doesiot
necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 ahe
EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles fo
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetingsra held
at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport orLake
St., Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newvester.
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