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We need 3 Directors 

This Months meeting will be 
held on Monday, Nov. 10 at 
7:30PM in our hangar. 
Agenda: 
Elections, Christmas Party, 
Foundation Wing, Meeting room 
funding. 
Last Month: 
20 members, Treas. Report 
approved,  
Old Business: Fly-In report-all 
bills not yet in. Parade report-we 
agreed to participate next year. 
Foundation Wing-table till Nov. 
Bills paid ($473.88), $50 
donation accepted. Dues-
membership cards will be given 
out in 09. 
New Business: 
Chapter calendars are available 
for $20. Fall cookout set for Sun. 
Oct. 26, 1PM. Motion to give 
$100 donation to Don Richie 
toward his Ornithopter project. 
2nd by Bob Crowley, approved. 
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Because of a new Michigan law, all 
Michigan non-profit corporations 
must have three directors besides the 
Officers, by Jan. 16, 2009. This 
includes our chapter. So, we need to 
elect these directors at our Nov. 
meeting, in order to meet the 
reporting deadline. According to the 
By-Laws (updated): 
The Board of Directors shall be elected at the 
annual meeting of members in the even 
numbered years. The President, Vice -
President, Treasurer, Secretary, and three 
additional directors, shall be members of the 
Board of Directors,  and shall serve for terms 
of two years.  
Since somewhere in the past, our 
election process got thrown off by a 
year. I would suggest that we also 
re-elect our current officers for a two 
year term, ending in 2010, or, 
change the by-laws to read “odd 
numbered years”, to bring us into 
compliance with our bylaws. It 
would be great if we had some 
volunteers. Hint, Hint! 

We’re Getting There! 
I would like to begin by thanking all 
those that attended the last meeting. 
Wow! The October meeting was a 
blast! We had a lot of visitors and 
regulars. I believe we had about forty 
people! I hope to see you all again at 
this next meeting on Monday evening. 
We can get better acquainted and find 
out what mutual interest we have in 
aviation. We will have some good 
food there for you. 
At the last meeting we had a 
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The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 
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Below Left. Bob, new members, 
William and Kyle Joy and Zak, 
celebrate installing the first piece of  
drywall! R. Don in the “cockpit” 



vets at Silverbrook and other facilities. 
Charlie really appreciated the company 
and so did we. What a rewarding 
experience. Don’t hesitate to join with 
us at a few of these lunch time visits in 
nursing homes. Call me for the times 
and dates. I also plan to take Glen 
Flemming, veteran of Midway & the 
Corral Sea, for another ride before 
really bad weather gets here. Glen flew 
off the Enterprise in WW-2 with 
Hellcats and Wildcats. It was one of 
the best moments in my life to see 
Glen fly again after decades on the 
ground. I sat there in the right seat 
beside this great veteran pilot. Glen 
hadn’t lost the touch and handled the 
plane perfectly. Glen’s granddaughter 
was in the back seat all smiles living a 
dream. She got to fly with grandpa. 
She had never flown in anything before 
that. What a privilege it was for me to 
do this at our last fly-in breakfast. 
The Super Cavalier still rests 
undisturbed in its basement home. 
Randy and family are still pondering 
the rescue effort. Randy is going to be 
a speaker at one of our meetings and 
has done some remarkable things with 
radio control airplanes. It’s no wonder 
he’s shifting over to full scale. 
For the next meeting in November our 
speaker is from LaPorte. He will share 
with us information about LSA aircraft 
and aviation. He is an expert on this 
subject. He is a CFI, CFII, and a FAA 
flight examiner. He knows his stuff 
and is a good speaker. If the weather is 

good he will bring a brand new LSA 
for us to see and drool over. We can 
put it in the hangar so we can all get a 
good close look at it under the lights. 
Also at the meeting on Monday night, 
I plan to bring a Wings plane. For a 
door prize we can take a few people 
back to SBN for a ride or fly the 
pattern at 3TR. Our home airport is 
beautiful at night. 
Our meeting room will be finished 
enough for a Thanksgiving party and 
later for our Christmas party. Hard to 
believe aye? It’s going to be 
something that we’ll all be very proud 
of and it will have many uses. The 
Scouts, CAP, et cetera, may meet 
here, who knows who? When done, 
we can focus on completing the 
workshop area. It will be a wow too! 
This will bring new members and new 
projects and new action into our 
chapter. 
The Boredom Fighter engine work is 
beginning to take place at Jerry’s. We 
have a C-90 that was used on an 
airboat to test out. We also have an A-
65. Fighter #1, will fly in summer of 
2009. It looks about 18 months from 
the day we started to bringing the 
project to completion. That’s 
remarkable for a scratch built plane to 
be ready that quickly. The others 
could go faster with all the jigs being 
ready for our use. Fuselage for #2 will 
be started soon as Jerry reassembles 
the 3-D jig assembly for it. It’s a very 
tricky assembly technique that Jerry 
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demonstration and lecture by Don 
Richie. It was a brain slapper, was it 
not! I had the feeling of being in the 
company of genius and in the 
presence of aviation history in the 
making. I know many of you felt the 
same as we marveled at the 
workmanship of Don’s flapping wing 
flight machine, with a 70 foot wing 
span! It was huge! It was amazing! It 
was beautiful! It was aeronautical 
engineering intoxication! The intricate 
workmanship and design of the 
progressively twisting and flapping 
wing dazzled everyone. Don’s lecture 
on lift, weight, drag & trust for his 
ornithopter was fascinating. 
   I hope you come to this week’s 
meeting to see the progress on the 
new meeting room in our hangar. 
There has been a lot of enjoyable 
work parties making all kinds of 
helpful progress, for our new home 
away from home. Of course, there’s 
always a need for more volunteers but 
thanks to all those who have helped. 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!                   
This last week Ralph and I had lunch 
with Charlie Hudson at Silverbrook 
Nursing Home. What an amazing 
individual he is. We managed to get a 
few memories out of him concerning 
B-17 history and about his 
adventuresome life. Charlie has a lot 
of documentation concerning the 
amazing events surrounding his life in 
books, magazine articles and pictures. 
Charlie’s experiences during the war 
and afterwards would be beyond 
belief if there were no documentation. 
We intend to do monthly lunches with 
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Zak Staab has been a dedicated 
volunteer for Chapter Projects. 

Looking like 
some kind of 
metallic 
Pterodactyl, 
the tail end. 
Look out for 
those 
droppings! 



& Jerrid have come up with. “It’ll all come 
together after deer hunting season,” says Jerry 
& Jerrid. 
In the spring there will be flying lessons out of 
the Ballard/Baird hangar at 3TR. We offer free 
ground school for all our chapter members and 
we’ll have room for more students after the 
holidays. Our flying lessons are very 
reasonable. Hoy! Such a deal! Remember they 
are separate operation from our EAA Chapter 
865. 
The chapter has received some very kind 
letters from Paul at headquarters in Oshkosh. 
His two letters to us were jaw droppers for me. 
With his schedule and prominence he takes 
time to read our newsletter! What a kind, 
thoughtful, and gracious individual he is, 
taking time to send us a letter of personal 
encouragement and advice on aircraft 
construction. Remember my article on TIG 
welding? Paul says he would be reluctant to 
use TIG. In essence Paul explained that the 
oxyacetylene process has proven itself to be a 
faithful friend for so long that there is no doubt 
it works well for amateur and professional 
builders. Boy, Paul, if you’ve found time to 
read this newsletter, I sure want thank you for 
taking time to notice us and for giving us some 
seasoned advice. Also, Paul, I think you would 
appreciate to know that we make a special 
effort to honor all vets. Veterans eat for free at 
our fly-in breakfasts. We like to do it because 
of great individuals, such as yourself, that 
serve in our military. Thanks. 
Thanks to everybody in the club. I don’t know 
for sure where our club is going with all this 
activity but it is sure fun getting there. We will 
continue to take note of our history and press 
on towards the future. Let’s continue and 
strive to make our motto true, “We make 
flying fun!” 
See ya Monday at 7:30. Bob 
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L. The business end. R. Marty 
Preston checks out the details. 

We can all take pride in this letter from Paul! 



Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, 
Inc., located in Niles MI. The contents are for the 
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter. No 
claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the 
contributor and does not necessarily reflect the 
position of Chapter 865 or the EAA. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles for publication. 
Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are 
held at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the 
airport on Lake St., Niles MI, unless otherwise 
stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Hangar Maint.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
Nov. 10—Chapter meeting, hangar 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Board Meeting, 11/01/08 
Attendance—Baird, Neddeau, Ballard, Z. Staab 
1. Change in by-laws to reflect change in Michigan 

law, Nonprofit Corp. Act, Sec 505, approved. 
2. Discussed ways to bring Chapter into compliance 

with by-laws. Will present options at Nov. 
Meeting 

3. Agreed to raise hangar rent for finished planes to 
$50 per month, and raise project rent when 
workshop is completed. 

4. Will assemble membership packets to hand out to 
potential members, and ask members  to sign log 
and guests to sign in with address, phone # and e-
mail at meetings. 

5. Request members to give project reports at 
meetings or newsletter articles. 

Left. Don explains the theory of 
Ornithopter flight, almost like 
swimming in the air. R. Stockton 
Schultz, an ND student and pilot, 
assisted Don in the presentation. 
Below L. One of the two chainsaw 
engines that power the craft and 
the complex gear system Don 
designed and made. R. Don 
explains the flight controls, 
temporarily detached from the 
craft. Don plans to reduce  the 
wing spread from 72’ to 68’ in 
order to lessen the adverse effects 
of the upward sweep of the wings.  
Thanks Don and Stockton! 


