san) | PilotsProgress

Tlmmﬁﬂiﬂiﬁnﬁunn! Volume?21 Issuell November, 2007
AVIATION _ _ i
It’s Election Timel EAA Chapter 865
Home of the Heath
Notice Of Elections EAA® New Student h
The November meeting will be Member ship Officially The
held in our hangar on Monday L aunches Prez
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officers will be held as the first pyt young people need help to make By _
order of business. Thesearetwo the  connection from video BobBard

year terms, beginning on Jan. simulations to realy catching the
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standing is€eligible. There is so much to be discussed and
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Speaker Steve Zelle will tell us Evan Truyaert, & Brad Bowhuisinred | Please be there and contribute your

. ) . ideas and to help k the chapter
about his project of documenting active. When yoﬂ cf)erﬁe insideapthe
all of the private ar strips in
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Michigan. For one thing the Culver Cadet will be
Last Month:

_ there to greet you at the front door.
We had seven members and six Dae lost his hangar space and is
guests. The treasurers report was temporarily parking it there until it's
given. sold or until it finds a new location.
Old Business:

Thanks to the work party last
Fly-in report was made, hangar Saturday things are more organized at
signispaid for and installed.

the hangar. A lot more organized!
New Business:

Next years fly-in dates are, June
22 and Sept. 20, a motion was
made to invite the church group FAT"
that helped at the fly-in, to our |
Christmas Party and pay for their
meal, seconded and passed, board
members will develop a plan to |\
improve the meeting room and
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the members, fall clean up set for
Sat., Oct. 27 @ 8am, the Smith
Termite will be donated to a
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by the folding door is
the Aeronca Chief. As
w|Doc Thompson

3 completes his hangar
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need the space and it’ll
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Chief  become an
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the north east corner of the hangar you'll see my new work
table and a new MiniMax wing. Jim Van Hulle came up
with the work table design and I’ ve never had as flat atable
to work with. Thanks Jim for the good ideal At the last
meeting the MiniMax wing was only few ribs and a couple
spars stacked up in a heap in some corner of the hangar.
Now we have made some real progress on those parts and it
looks like we'll begin assembling the wings and tail onto
the MiniMax in about six weeks. Thank you to Jerrid and
Jerry, Bob Rodgers and al those who helped put the
MiniMax wing together. Soon the controls, throttle,
instruments, wiring, push/pull cables and all that fun stuff
can begin to be pieced together. The MiniMax construction
is in high gear. We should continue to see significant
progress on it each meeting. My goal is to fly the MiniMax
to Oshkosh in July so a lot has to happen each month
between now and then. | would also like to see the
MiniMax have new owners and be a club airplane outside
of our chapter by-laws. A separate flying club if you will.
Anyone interested? If not | hate to sell it but have to sdll it.
Jerrid and Jerry continue to do inventive things putting their
Boredom Fighter together. Wing ribs seem to be their first
priority and they’ ve put an excellent heated work shop
together. We will probably put the Boredom Fighter wings
together there at their shop over the winter months and then
hang the wings from the hangar ceiling when they are done.
The Boredom Fighters then be assembled in our hangar.
The fuselages will be glued together on my work table. The
hangar is going to become area crowed airplane factory
rea soon if all the active projects end up there. Think about
it. A KR-2, aBD-5 fuselage to make a flight ssmulator, an
AcroSport 11, a Goldwing, five Boredom Fighters, and a
small engine test stand could all end up in the hangar in
various stages of construction! Now that’swhat | call an
active EAA chapter. | haven’'t mentioned all the planes that
could end up here to be built. Seeing these planes being
built and then beginning their flight tests will be avery
rewarding experience for us all.

At the next meeting | would like to propose that we put up
anew sted entry door with a numerical coded lock.
Everybody in the club could and should have accessto
getting into the hangar. Included with the door will be a
simple but nearly fool proof burglar alarm of my own
design. The alarm will be easy to arm and will scare an
intruder away before any damage or heist could be done.
The alarm is designed to resetsitself so no onein the
middle of the night will have to come over to the hangar to
turn the alarm off. New door, alarm and e ectronic lock
would cost less than $300. We could change the key code
as needed. Our old lock and door isjust about shot anyway.
Also up for discussion is to upgrade our meeting area. The
area we meet in needs to look better and be more
functional. Some very good ideas have been put forward to
improve it and some materials have been donated. We also
have some quality insulation on hand to make it a really

cozy and attractive place for our meetings. Ralph would
like to see the Air Scouts, CAP, or some others aviation
groups have use of our meeting area during the times we
aren’'t using it. | would like to see it fixed up to be a nice
classroom for ground school training, for demonstrations,
and for an attractive place to new members and visitors at
our meetings.

Some of the guysthat are our hangar neighbors were
wondering if we could bring the Port-a-Potty back. They
found it convenient. They say they will contribute to the
cost of it. Can you image using that at -15 degrees below
zero! Wow! We should investigate how much that would
cost per year and report it to them but | suppose it would
be out of the question. But, maybe not. We also have some
ladiesinterested and attending work parties and meetings.
The Smith Termiteis gone! It was taking up space in our
hangar and collecting dust. It was a beautiful thing to look
at but the glue that held it together was very substandard.
The Berrien Springs High School shop class hasit and
intendsto useit for training and for display. | took a
picture of the Termite so we could memorialize onto our
hangar wall. What a shame the wrong glue was used.

Our speaker at this meeting will be Steve Zelle. He will
hold our attention. He is flying down from the Detroit area
inaRV-7 if the weather is decent. Elkhart and Dowagiac
chapter members are also invited to our meeting. | plan to
have some hot dogs, soup and coffee for snacks at this
meeting. See yathere.

Wayne Stiles, Jim Coffman & Jim Van Hulle, Clean Up!
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Brad Bowhuis and Mom with the wife of BSHS Shop Teacher
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spirit of flight. That's where EAA’S new student
membership is perfect for a young person who has their
eyes on the sky.
The new EAA student membership, designed primarily for
ages 13-17 but available for al youth age 17 and under,
opens the door to aviation and the support of the 170,000
EAA members worldwide who embody the spirit of
aviation. This new membership category gives young
people the information, activities and resources that will
help them discover even more about the fascinating world
of flight. Every EAA Student Member starts off with a
welcome kit full of activities, ideas and resources. It also
give each member access to a specialy designed website
only for EAA Student Members, where they can connect
and share their enthusiasm for flight.
Included in the starter kit is:
- X-Planeflight ssimulator CD-ROM demo;

EAA Aviation Highlights DVD;

“Reach for the Sky” booklet to discover more

about learning to fly;

Whitewings glider

Unique membership code to activate their online

membership.
EAA’s Student Member-Only website opens the door to
even more possihilities, including:

Applications to more than $300,000 in scholarship

money each year, including scholarships to

aviation universities, the EAA Air Academy,

internships and more;

Info on aviation career choices, including a

personal “online career counselor” service;

A variety of great aviation videos;

Access to a personal online flight instructor

service and a monthly learn-to-fly e-newsletter;

Availability of EAA Flight Planner 3
software.
“EAA members know from their

involvement in flying Young Eagles to
supporting their organization's other youth
initiatives, that young people are ready to
explore the sky, and we need to encourage
that next generation of aviation participants,”
Poberezny said. “The EAA  Student
Membership is absolutely the best way to get
them started, and a great way to pass along a
legacy of flight to a young person.” The
EAA Student Membership is just $10 per
year and is available through shop.eaa.org or
by calling 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-6322).

Dick Kennedy’s Stinson

Dick Passed away, as many of you know, on Sunday,
Oct. 14. He was a Lifetime EAA member. His Stinson
was sold before he died to Mitch Gast of Fort Simpson
NT, Canada. Mitch plans to use it as a template to
build some copies. He donated $450.00 to our chapter
for the little help Dick Haigh and | gave him, moving
it.

Below is a photograph of the Stinson Factory building
Stinson 108-3 Flying Station Wagons, NC578C is
shown on the production line. Four other model 108-
3@ are shown in various stages of
construction. NC578C, serial number 108-3578, a
Station Wagon model completed 10/3/47, delivered
10/6/47. Based on the completion date this
photograph shows the Stinson factory at Wayne,
Michigan in very late September or very early October
1947. Dick Kennedy’s Stinson is N542C, Serial # 108-
3542. Only 36 numbers ahead of this one. | wonder if
it's the one sitting in the background. The oneflying is
NC502C. Could be the one 40 ahead of Dicks.
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Simpson

Cessna on
Mackenzie River .

NT, Canada on The
M ackenzie River
How would you like
to live here, hey.

More hangar cleanup. It was nice to see
and visit with Jim Coffman. He had some
interesting stories about his new EAA
buddiesin Tenn. Many of them areretired
Airforce or airline pilots, with thousands of
hours.

Thanksto Brad Bowhuisand his mom for
cleaning and organizing the meeting room.

The

Calendar of Events
Nov. 12—Chapter meeting. Election of Officers
Dec. 1—EAA Christmas Party, Nappanee,
Hostetlers Hangar
Dec. 10—Chapter 865 Christmas Party/M eeting
Jan. 1, 08—Hangerover Party, Nappanee

FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL

Pilots Progressis published each month by
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865,
Inc., located in NilesMI. The contentsarefor the
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter. No
claim ismadefor the accuracy of materials
presented. Editorial content isthe opinion of the
contributor and does not necessarily reflect the
position of Chapter 865 or the EAA. Membersare
encour aged to submit articlesfor publication.
Other EAA Chaptersmay use articlesfor
publication, aslong as credit isgiven. Meetingsare
held at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the
airport on Lake St., NilesMI, unless otherwise
stated in the newsletter.
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