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Happy 25th Anniversary To Us! 
INTERNATIONAL LEARN TO 

FLY DAY MAY 21.TAKE 
SOMEONE FLYING! 

The May meeting will be held in 
our hangar, on Tues. the 10th at 
7pm. Retired aeronautical engineer 
who graduated from Michigan State 
College, Bob Jorgensen will be our 
speaker. Also, we’ll have an 
aluminum welding demo, plus food. 
How can you not come? We’ll also 
plan for the Fly-In Breakfast and talk 
about our other projects. 
Last Month: 
EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATION 
CHAPTER 865 MEETING 
April 12, 2010 
Called to order 19:14 
Meeting presided over by President 
Bill Baird, Our speaker was 
introduced, Chris Henry, who is an 
ATC Controller from Elkhart tower. 
Very informative and enjoyable. 

(Meetings Continued on page 2) 
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Paid members list:  Dick Haigh, Jim Steere, Jim Van Hulle 
Chad Strauss, William Joy & Kyle, Tom Huizinga, Ivan 
Truyaert & Evan, Philip Adkinson, Herb Schwelnus, Ralph 
Ballard, Tom Troester, Jon Ritter, Bob Crowley, Don Green 
Brian Bowen. If you don’t see your name, please pay soon. 

Believe it or not, your EAA 
Chapter is 25 years old. EAA 
Chapter 865 was chartered in 
1986. Let’s Celebrate! 
   It all started with Randy Rentz and 
Bob Baird putting an add in the 
paper and inviting people to come to 
the first meeting. Around 30 people 
showed up for that meeting, and as 
they say, the rest is history. The first 
meetings were held on the Niles 
Airport grounds in hangars, and 
several rooms. One on the north side 
of the maintenance hangar another in 
the community hangar, a third in the 
factory building across from the 
Airport, on the corner of airport Rd. 
After eight years of saving money 
from our Fly-In Breakfasts, we had 
enough money to buy the materials 
for our hangar. Those Breakfasts 
were held in the community hangar, 

(25th Continued on page 2) 

  Here we are, another day. At our 
house we start each morning with 
a wood fire in the fire place. When 
is this cold air going to stop! 
We’ve been building fires since 
October of last year to warm our 
house up for the kids and wives. 
This is the same routine we’ve 
been doing since late fall of 2010. 
Cool in the morning, every 
morning, on and on so far this year 
the cool wet air continues. It would 
be nice to have some really warm 
weather in the seventies or better  

(Prez Continued on page 2) 

The Prez Sez 
By  

Bill Baird 
justabillbaird@aol.com 
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Niles Mich. 

www.eaachapter865.org 



with really great turnouts from the 
flying community and our local 
citizens. It was not uncommon to 
sell 400 breakfasts. We scrounged 
tables and chairs from wherever 
and got donations from The Carbon 
Co. for the pancake mix, ice from 
B&J Pub, members donated almost 
all of the other ingredients for the 

(25th Continued from page 1) 

with no rain. But we have to wait, 
and to have a warm house in the 
morning the furnace has to come on 
or for wood burners, we have to 
make a fire. That is how this year 
has started so far. Why?  
          Arctic air has broken off and 
slid down from the north, chilled out 
our friends in Canada and the cold 
has stayed here over the Great 
Lakes and the north central states 
for the last several weeks. The 
bottom of that cold frontal air 
continued moving south at low 
altitudes and collided with the moist 
warm air fresh off of the Gulf.  The 
moist warm Gulf air is doing its best 
to move north this time of year to 
warm us up, but it is blocked by the 
cold front. The collision result for 
the middle southern states has been 
hundreds of thunderstorms and 
tornadoes. For us it’s merely been 

(Prez Continued from page 1) 

the coldest wettest April I can 
remember. But, we have little to 
complain about when you see 
what’s happened in the south.  
          For me, personally starved 
for warm air, sunshine, and the 
feel of spring, has kept me from 
getting into gear. There are things 
that I should have started by now. 
Spring cleaning in our home, in 
our barns, garages and the hangar 
seems to be pushed back waiting 
for that signature of warm sunny 
weather. So, I’m not up to speed 
yet I’m ashamed to tell you. My 
studies for Ground instructor, are 
not up to speed yet. My dad has 
been pinned down waiting for his 
CFI-A (Certified Flight Instructor) 
test. He’s not on his schedule yet. 
The last two test dates for him 
were rained out. Bummer!  
          So I hope you all show up at 
the next meeting. We need to give 
each other a boost. I’m planning 
on firing up the grill and having 
some good food for us all. Cokes, 
hot coffee, and something good, 
hot, and satisfying to eat will do 
the trick for us all. We had a good 
speaker last meeting and had a 
good time. This weeks speaker is a 
retired aeronautical engineer who 
graduated from Michigan State 
College. He’s a very interesting 
guy we met at McDonald’s. You’ll 
enjoy his take on the current trends 
in American industry. We will 
have an aluminum welding demo 
at the meeting using only a 
common propane torch and 
DuraWeld rods. We are going to 
have a young artist at the meeting 
who is interested is doing some 
work to help us with a new logo 
and a new take on graphics for hot 
rods, airplane, and the like. This 
meeting, for me, is going to be the 
launching pad for getting a good 
summer going for the 865. Bill 
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Chris is a volunteer at the Grissom/
Bunker Hill airplane museum working 
on B-117’s and similar aircraft.  
 
1.     There was a pole taken and 
several members want to make 
arrangements to go to Grissom as 
volunteers. We decided to make a date 
for a future trip. 
2.     There was a pole taken to see 
who would like to see the Indy 500 
Museum and to got to  Terre Haute to 
inspect a Pitenpol Aircamper.  
3.     There was discussion about 
forming a group at Oshkosh this year 
as we have done in the past.  
4.     The HiMax was brought up an 
was thought it should become an 
active project. 
5.     Saturday morning work 
parties,0800 to 1000, to begin again. 
6.     Having a hangar clean up time 
and to begin liquidating some of the 
stuff the club has accumulated.  
7.     There was some preliminary 
discussion about out first Fly-in for 
2011 which will be on first Sunday 
after Father’s Day in June. 
8.     Fly-in number two will be on 2nd 
Saturday in September, 2011. 
9.     There is a committee to help 
spice up or fly-ins. 
10.                        We discussed the 
need for people to pay dues because 
there is a funds shortage. 
11.    For new business we discussed; 
¨ Finishing (decorate) meeting 

room. 
¨ Build a new work area. 
¨ Get our Shopsmith and other 

machinery operational. 
Respectfully submitted, Bob Baird, Sec. 

(Meetings Continued from page 1) pancakes ( no such thing as instant 
back then ). About the only thing we 
bought was the sausage. We’ve had 
some really good officers and board 
members over the years. Some of 
our presidents have been: Randy 
Rentz, Mike Davis, Larry Clough, 
Marty Mottweiler, Myself, Jim Van 
Hulle, Jim Thompson (on whose 
watch we got the hangar built), Bev 
Thompson, Jim Coffman, Bob 
Baird, and Bill Baird. I hope I didn’t 
miss anyone. Some of these people 
served for more than one term and 
many had been other officers as 
well. Also, a thank you is owed to 
Dave Thompson, whose donation 
paid for our concrete floor. There 
isn’t enough room here to relate all 
the good times we’ve had together. 
Trips to Oshkosh, meetings at 
members workshops, Christmas 
Party’s, Fly-In’s and just plane 
flying together. Let’s keep ol’ 865 
flying for another 25.  
Ralph 



must place this requirement in the 
operating limitations. 

Technically, this isn’t an “annual” 
inspection, even though it’s required 
to be performed annually. The FAA 
actually has a specific definition for 
an annual inspection, requiring the 
aircraft undergoing such an inspection 
to be compared to its type certificate 
and any supplemental type certificates 
as may be applicable. Since our 
experimental aircraft don’t have a 
type certificate, they can’t undergo an 
annual inspection as defined by the 
FAA. This being the case, the 
inspect ion performed on an 
experimental aircraft is referred to as 
a condition inspection. And since this 
inspection isn’t an annual inspection 
by FAA definition, the person 
performing it isn’t required to hold an 
inspection authorization (IA).  

 

So who is authorized to perform the 
condition inspection on our amateur-
built  aircraft? The operating 
l imitat ions wi l l  contain that 
information as well, in the form of the 
following or a similarly worded 
limitation: 

“An experimental aircraft builder 
certificated as a repairman for this 
aircraft under § 65.104 or an 
appropriately rated FAA-certificated 
mechanic may perform the condition 
inspection required by these 
operating limitations.” 

The Repairman Certificate Mystery 
The regulation called out in this 
limitation, FAR 65.104, allows the 
original primary builder of an 
amateur-built aircraft to qualify for a 
repairman certificate. Calling this a 
repairman certificate has caused a 
good bit of confusion within the 
amateur-built community, as the name 
implies that you need the certificate in 
order to make repairs to the aircraft. 
This is actually not the case. The fact 
i s ,  t h e  p e r s o n  p e r f o r m i n g 
maintenance, repair, or modification 

to an amateur-built aircraft isn’t 
required to hold any FAA certificate 
at all – an issue I’ll cover a bit later in 
this article.  

This repairman certificate is actually 
only necessary when performing the 
condition inspection on the aircraft, as 
called out in the above-quoted 
limitation. Be aware that the 
repairman certificate is aircraft-
specific. It’s only applicable to the 
aircraft called out on the certificate. 
So just because you hold the 
repairman certificate for your own 
homebuilt, that doesn’t authorize you 
to perform the condition inspection on 
your friend’s homebuilt, even if it’s 
the same model. You’ll note that an 
“appropriately rated FAA-certificated 
mechanic” is also authorized to 
perform the inspection. This is 
“lawyer language” for an A&P 
mechanic. Note that it specifically 
says “mechanic” and not “inspector,” 
so any A&P can perform the 
inspection. No IA is required.  

We now know that the aircraft needs 
to be inspected each 12 calendar 
months, and the holder of the 
repairman certificate for that aircraft 
is authorized to perform the 
inspection as is an A&P mechanic. 
But  how is th is inspect ion 
documented? Again, the operating 
limitations hold the answer. You’ll 
find a limitation that reads something 
like this: 

“Condition inspections must be 
recorded in the aircraft maintenance 
records showing the following, or a 
similarly worded, statement: “I 
certify that this aircraft has been 
inspected on [insert date] in 
accordance with the scope and detail 
of appendix D to part 43, and was 
found to be in a condition for safe 
operation.” The entry will include the 
aircraft total time-in-service, and the 
name, signature, certificate number, 
and type of certificate held by the 
person performing the inspection.” 

C o n t i n u e d  n e x t  m o n t h .                 

Excerpt from Tales from the DAR 
Side 

Operating Limitations – Wrapping 
It Up 

By Joe Norris, for Experimenter 

Read the rest of the articles here: 

http://www.eaa.org/experimenter/
articles/2011-04_darside.asp 

Over the course of the past several 
issues we’ve talked about many of the 
details of amateur-built aircraft 
operating limitations. This month in 
the final chapter of the miniseries we’ll 
discuss the inspection requirements for 
your aircraft. Technically, this isn’t an 
“annual” inspection, even though it’s 
required to be performed annually. The 
FAA actually has a specific definition 
for an annual inspection, requiring the 
aircraft undergoing such an inspection 
to reference its type certificate and any 
supplemental type certificates as may 
be applicable. There are just a few 
more details to talk about, so let’s get 
right to it 

One issue that will be addressed in 
every set of operating limitations, 
regardless of when they were issued, is 
the inspection requirements for the 
aircraft. In most cases the operating 
limitations will require that the aircraft 
be inspected within the preceding 12 
calendar months. While this sounds 
very much like the annual inspection 
that most of our general aviation 
aircraft are required to undergo, it’s 
actually a different animal all together.  
 

An annual inspection on a typical GA 
aircraft is required by FAR 91.409. But 
reading paragraph (c) of this regulation 
will reveal that the inspection 
requirements called out in the 
regulation don’t apply to aircraft 
carrying a current experimental 
airworthiness certificate. The FAA 
typically wants our experimental 
aircraft to be inspected each year, so 
since the regulation itself doesn’t 
require such an inspection, the FAA 3 



Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., 
located in Niles MI. The contents are for the use, 
education and enjoyment of the chapter. No claim is 
made for the accuracy of materials presented. Editorial 
content is the opinion of the contributor and does not 
necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or the 
EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held 
at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake 
St., Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bill Baird (574-674-2313) 
VICE-PRES.: Chad Strauss (269-876-3456) 
TRES.: Ivan Truyaert ( 574-273-0923 ) 
SEC.: Bob Baird (574-339-9991) 
NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.net 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers and: 
Jon Ritter-574-273-4291 
Gerry Wieringa-269-683-7718 
William Joy-574-272-5408 

Calendar of Events 
May 14, 2ND Annual Elkhart Airport Fly-In        
Breakfast 
May 21, Triple H (2H4) Fly-In Lunch, Parchment MI 
May 21, EAA Chapter 104 Fly-In Breakfast, 
Valparaiso IN 
June 12, Fly-In Breakfast, Mason Jewett (TEW) MI 
June 26, EAA 865 25th Annual Fly-In Breakfast, Niles 
MI 
July 2, EAA Chapter 585 Steak Lunchin, Watervliet 
MI 
July 3, EAA 966 Fly-In Breakfast Michigan City IN 
July 8 to 10, EAA Ford Tri-Motor Tour, Elkhart IN 
July 25 to 31, AirVenture, OshkoshWI 
Aug. 20, EAA Chapter 55 Fly-In Breakfast, Mason MI 
Sept. 3, 21st Annual Fly/In Cruise/In Breakfast, 
Marion, IN 
Sept. 10, EAA Chapter 865, Salute to Veterans, Fly-In 
Breakfast, Niles MI 
Sept. 17, EAA 938 Apple Fest and Wings and Wheels, 
Nappanee IN 
Oct. 16, EAA 585 Chili Hop[ Fly-In, Watervliet MI 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH 
@ 269-684-0972 

You may recognize some of these guys. 
8 Fly-Ins paid for our hangar, here’s a few. 

Almost done, 1996 


