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Fly-In Season Arrives 
The May meeting will be 
held in our hangar, on 
Monday, the 12th, at 
7:30pm. We’ll be planning our 
summer events and talking about 
the fly-in season, as well as, some 
special members only get 
togethers. 
Last Month 
There were 10 members and two 
guests. Vice Pres. Jerrid Burdue 
conducted the meeting as Bob 
was on vacation. A signup sheet 
for the hangar remodeling 
committee was passed around, 
Tom Huizinga, Bob Rodgers and 
Jordon Suchovsky signed up. We 
could use a few more. The Fly-In 
cleanup was set for Sat., June 21 
at 9AM. 2 wing of the 
Bordomfighter are glued up, 
wood is cut for two more, and 
wood is cut for the tail and 
fuselage. Bob Rogers reported on 
the opportunity to see a live fire 
demonstration at the Air Force 
firing range north of Madison WI. 
He’ll have further details in the 
near future. 
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Check out the abundant 
opportunities to go fly-in hopping 
and the back page. It used to be one 
of my favorite things. Unfortunately, 
my flying days are all but over. 
However, if any chapter members 
want to carpool or airpool to a few 
this summer, give me a call. Without 
the support of our EAA and pilot 
community, our Chapter would be 
hurting financially. Let’s return the 
favor! 
 
Venturing Crew Open House 
 
The 865 Venturing Crew Open 
House will be held this Sat., the 10th 
in our hangar from 10 till 2. Lunch 
will be served. All members are 
invited to attend and help out. This is 
an exciting new project for us. One 
that we hope will lead to new 
Chapter members and give some 
young people a great experience 

What Are We Supposed To Be 
Doing? How Well Are We Doing 
It? 
  
That’s a great question to open a 
board meeting up with. “What are 
we supposed to be doing? How 
well are we doing it? 
My answer to that question is that 
it seems to me that we ought to be 
a creative and enjoyable resource 
for our all members. We ought to 
be an association that uniquely 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

If you haven’t paid your dues yet, 
please due :) 

Left, Bob Rodgers brought his friend 
Richard Heckelsberg  to the meeting. 
Note the two Bordomfighter wings. 



enables us to participate in, share 
in, an aviation club fellowship. 
This club or collective provides the 
method and means for us to enjoy 
our expensive and exotic hobby. 
Our hobby is a passion like none 
other, to build and restore planes 
and to fly. And so as a club we are 
and should be building and flying 
airplanes together. So this takes a 
hangar, a strip, a few planes, a few 
projects, a few dreams, a work 
shop, some good summer weather 
and ChaChing!  
The city of Niles, Michigan 
provides us with a beautiful air 
strip for little cost. We have a great 
hangar and lots of hot airplane 
projects. So dreamers can catch 
their dreams, workers work, music 
plays, a few cold cokes and 
airplanes fly. I you are active in 
the club, things are happening. 
Oshkosh, magic. 
So what are we supposed to be 
doing and how well are we doing 
it? Well I tell ya, it depends on 
who you ask. If you ask someone 
who is active, going to meetings, 
working on a project, helping, they 
will tell ya, unreal!  
So if you are a dreamer, a 
visionary and you like to be 
creative and have dreams about 
being in aviation, flying, et cetera, 
we should see you at the hangar on 
Monday night, 7:30 PM. Get in 
gear and move. We all look 
forward to seeing you. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Diesel-Powered LSA Debuts 
at Sun ’n Fun 
IndUS Thorpedo DP a world 
first 
The WAM 120 two-stroke diesel 
which IndUS Aviation put in the 
Thorpedo DP proof of concept 
airplane, is a three-cylinder, liquid-
cooled, turbocharged engine 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  an  i n v e r t e d 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  
April 12 2008 — IndUS Aviation 
introduced the first diesel-powered 
light-sport aircraft (LSA), the 
Thorpedo DP, at the Sun ’n Fun 
Fly-In on Friday. Calling it a step 
forward in environmentally friendly 
aviation, IndUS Sales and 
Marketing Manager Scott Severen 
said the proof-of-concept aircraft 
flew in from Dallas, Texas, where 
IndUS is based, to Florida earlier 
this week, but the engine, the WAM 
120, has been flying on a Thorp 
T211 in England for the past four 

years with some 400 hours logged. 
The 120-hp engine is a three-
cylinder, two-stroke, liquid-cooled, 
turbocharged engine installed in an 
inverted configuration. With its 
cooling pack, it weighs 220 
pounds empty; installed wet, 
including propeller, it weighs 269 
pounds. Fuel consumption (Jet A) 
is 3.5 to 4 gph. It is the first 
ASTM-compliant diesel engine to 
enter the marketplace. 
“Avgas isn’t available around the 
world like it is here in the United 
States, so to make general aviation 
accessible around the world we 
need an aircraft that uses a fuel 
that’s more readily available,” said 
IndUS Aviation President Ram 
Pattisapu. “A diesel-powered 
aircraft will be incredibly valuable 
to many people. First we’ll prove 
its viability here in the United 
States as part of the ‘green’ 
revolution and then we’ll take it to 
the rest of the world.” 
IndUS expects to earn special 
light-sport aircraft approval prior 
to EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, 
which takes place July 28-August 
3. For more information, visit 
www.IndUSAv.com.  
Diesel-Powered IndUS Thorpedo 
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Hangar Cleanup 
Last week, Bob Baird, Bob 
Rodgers and I did some cleaning 
and rearranging in our hangar. The 
Goldwing wings are gone and the 
Chief has been moved close to the 
wall so we can move around a 
little better. 

Dale and Jim and a door. 
Give Dale Neddeau and Jim Van 
Hulle a rotten door, and they’ll rip it 
out and replace it. They thought that 
they could use the old door but it’s 
rotten too. So, they’re looking for a 
bargain at Menards. When they find 
it, they’ll also replace the lock, with 
a new push button deadbolt, so that 
all members have access. 



The Lanyard by Billy Collins  
The other day as I was 
ricocheting slowly off the pale blue 
walls of this room, bouncing from 
typewriter to piano, from bookshelf to 
an envelope lying on the floor, I 
found myself in the L section of the 
dictionary where my eyes fell upon 
the word lanyard. 
No cookie nibbled by a French 
novelist could send one more 
suddenly into the past-- 
a past where I sat at a workbench at a 
camp by a deep Adirondack lake 
learning how to braid thin plastic 
strips into a lanyard, a gift for my 
mother. 
I had never seen anyone use a lanyard 
or wear one, if that’s what you did 
with them,  but that did not keep me 
from crossing strand over strand again 
and again until I had made a boxy 
red and white lanyard for my mother. 
She gave me life and milk from her 
breasts, and I gave her a lanyard. 
She nursed me in many a sick room, 
lifted teaspoons of medicine to my 
lips, set cold face-cloths on my 
forehead, and then led me out into the 
airy light and taught me to walk and 
swim, and I, in turn, presented her 
with a lanyard. 
Here are thousands of meals she said, 
and here is clothing and a good 
education. 
And here is your lanyard, I replied, 
which I made with a little help from a 
counselor. 
Here is a breathing body and a beating 
heart, strong legs, bones and teeth, 
and two clear eyes to read the world, 
she whispered, and here, I said, is the 
lanyard I made at camp. 
And here, I wish to say to her now, 
is a smaller gift--not the archaic truth 
that you can never repay your mother, 
but the rueful admission that when 
she took the two-toned lanyard from 
my hands, I was as sure as a boy 
could be, that this useless, worthless 
thing I wove out of boredom would be 
enough to make us even. 

Happy Mothers Day! 

Church outing turns into Young Eagles Rally 
Bob Baird organized a church group outing for his congregations young 
people and those of several other churches last Saturday. About 40 people 
were in attendance. Some from as far away as Warsaw IN. About 25 kids 
got a YE ride. Bob flew and Tom Huizinga and I filled out the paper 
work. Bob Rodgers and Jordan helped out. I’ve never seen a happier or 
more well mannered group than this. They all thoroughly loved the 
experience.  
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Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, 
Inc., located in Niles MI. The contents are for the 
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter. No 
claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the 
contributor and does not necessarily reflect the 
position of Chapter 865 or the EAA. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles for publication. 
Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are 
held at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the 
airport on Lake St., Niles MI, unless otherwise 
stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Hangar Maint.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
May 17: Barfing Dogs Spring Fling Wolverton Field         May  
17,  Triple H Fly-In , Parchment MI                                                                                              
May 18,  Fly-In & Drive-In Pancake Breakfast Benton 
Harbor, MI,  21 miles                                                              
May 18,  EAA Ch. 15 Fly-in Breakfast Romeoville, IL,  94 
June 1,  Coldwater, MI. 62nd Annual Fly-in Pancake 
Breakfast. Branch County Memorial                                                                                 
June 8: Three Rivers Dawn Patrol, 7 a.m. – noon 
June 8,  EAA Chapter 304 40th Annual Fly In Cruse In 
Pancake Breakfast Jackson, MI 100 miles                               
Jun 8,  Wings and Wheels Breakfast/Lunch Lansing, IL, 69 m                                                                                        
June 9, Grissom AFB Open House                                          
Jun 15,  Fathers Day Breakfast Elkhart, IN 20 miles            
Jun 15,  Hastings Dawn Patrol Hastings, MI,  75 miles                                                                                           
Jun 20-22,  Lest We Forget Benton Harbor, MI 21 miles     
Jun 22,  22nd Annual Fly-In Breakfast Niles, MI                 
Jul 5-6,  Steak Fry & Pancake Breakfast Fly-In & Camp-In 
Watervliet, MI,  25 miles                                                           
Jul 11-13,  3rd Annual Fly-in & Pig Roast Kankakee, IL 96 m                                                                                       
Aug 30,  Fly/In Cruise/In  Marion, IN,  94 miles                     
Sep 20,  EAA Chapter 865 Fall Fly-In Niles, MI                  
Sep 28,  Fly-in & Pancake breakfast Berrien Sprgs, MI, 10 mi 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

A LOT HAS BEEN GOING ON IN OUR HANGAR LATELY. That’ s why we built it and it’s good to see it being used. We 
have lots of books and videos as well as projects to work on. Or, bring your own project. With the new lock, access will be 
easy for all members. 


