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Planning Our 2010  Events 
The March meeting will be 
held in our hangar, on Tues. the 
9th at 7 pm. We’ll discuss 
planning for the years events and 
our workshop. A demonstration is 
planned and we’ll finish the 
leftover chili (just kidding!). 
Last Month: 
We had a lot of leftover chili! A 
total of 10 members and 1 guest, 
Ted Kalin, were in attendance. 
The treas. report was read and 
approved as were the minutes of 
the last meeting. 
Old Business: 
Work parties for the hangar will 
start on Sat. March 27, 9am to 
noon. A Young Eagles Rally is 
planned for June 19. A 4th of July 
Cookout will be held at our 
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NOTICE! We will have a board meeting, every Last 
Saturday of the month,  in our hangar, at 9:30 am. 
This , we hope, will give those members who 
cannot make the regular meeting , a chance to stay 
involved. You don't have to be a board member to 
attend these meetings!  

At our Chapter Board Meeting 
last Saturday, we laid out what we 
would l ike the Chapter to 
accomplish this year.  

   Starting this month, we have 
scheduled work parties for every 
Saturday morning, from 8 am to 11 
am, beginning on March 27. This 
will be until our workshop and 
organizing is completed.  

   We will have ‘Places to Go’ 
events. Flying or driving trips to 
places like Willow Run, Mackinac 
Island, Grissom Air Museum, etc. 

   In May we have been invited to 
have a demonstration table or area 
for the Aviation Merit Badge at the 
100t h  Ann ive rsa ry  Counc i l 
Jamboree. At the St. Joseph County 
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About fifty-five years ago my 
brother, Lou, gave me a ride in a 
Piper Tri Pacer. Yahoo! We landed 
on a crop duster strip that Lou had 
told me about. The landing strip 
was on Ernie Meyers’ farm south 
of New Carlisle, Indiana. The 
thought of landing where crop 
dusters were hanging out was just 
too cool. As Lou navigated the 
plane towards our destination I was 
fasc inated.  From my k id 
perspective we were approaching 
the country grass strip low and fast. 
No worries for me because Lou 
was the man. But even after Lou 
chopped the power I couldn’t make 
out where the landing strip was. 
The grass strip in the middle of all 
that green, wheat fields, rolling 
hills, trees and corn was invisible 
to me. Where was it? How could 
Lou see it? But Lou put her down 
with the utmost confidence. Boy 
was I proud of him and the thrill of 
getting a bush pilot flight like that. 
All these years later I never forgot 
the thrill and privilege of landing 
on that little grass, almost invisible, 
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Below, Ted Kalin talks about 
restoring his Cessna 170. 



4H Fairgrounds on the south side 
of South Bend.  This event is May 
14-16. What they are doing is 
setting up a Merit Badge Midway 
to feature as many different merit 
badges as possible. The scouts 
would not be expected to study or 
complete any particular merit 
badge. They just want to expose 
them to different merit badges. 
This could involve having a table 
inside the commercial building, 
and or some area outside—such as 
having a plane, or glider, or ultra-
light for display. The Activity or 
event time is for Saturday, May 
15, from 9 am to 5 pm. This would 
be a great time to sign up kids for 
Young Eagles.  

   As soon as the kids get out of 
school, on June 19, we will have a 
Young Eagles Rally. Heads up to 
all Chapter 865 pilots. The Chapter 
will pay for plane rental. 

Of course, the last Sunday of June, 
the 27th, is our annual Fly-In 
Breakfast.  

   AirVenture Oshkosh is the last 
week of July. We want to plan a 
Chapter camping area. We’ll need 
a count of everyone who would 
like to attend, and what days they 
plan to be there. 

   Sept. 11 is the date of our ‘Salute 
to Veterans’ Fly-In Breakfast. 

   This is an election year for our 
Chapter. Per our bylaws: 

ARTICLE X - ELECTIONS   

A. A nominating committee 
consisting of corporation members 
will be formed at the August 
corporation meeting of election 

Board Meeting (Continued from page 1) years.   

B. Selections of the nominating 
committee will published at the 
September meeting.   

C. Nominations from the floor will 
be accepted prior to the election at 
the October meeting.   

D. Elections of officers and directors 
shall be accomplished at the October 
meeting of the corporation prior to 
expiration of the current terms of 
office.   

E. Election to office requires a 
majority vote of members present.  

   We’ll have movie nights, speakers, 
member project  v is i ts  and 
demonstrations at our meetings. 

   With everyone’s co-operation and 
involvement, we hope 2010 will be a 
great year for the Chapter. 

adventure and one of the best days 
of my life. From then on, I day 
dreamed about being a bush pilot 
like Lou.  
In the years since then I’ve hardly 
ever seen a Tri Pacer. I’d moved 
on, so to speak, to what I thought 
was bigger and better and faster 
equipment. So had Lou, he’s way 
up the food chain in the flying 
business and I still look up to him 
with a sense awe. Sky King has 
nothing over my big brother Lou 
as far as I’m concerned. He flies 
the big bad stuff and can handle all 
of it with the touch of a craftsman. 
But you know, as I reflect on it, 
with all the time that has gone by 
and with all the airplanes that Lou 
& I have flown since, I bet ya that 
Lou still thinks about the thrill he 
gave his little brother fifty-five 
years ago in the fair, grass lands of 
northern Indiana. I know I could 
get a real kick, going up together 
again, like in the old days, with 
Lou in a red and white Tri Pacer. I 
think I could just sit there in the 
right seat and see Lou, a master at 
the controls, give me that gut 
feeling of flight once again. Only 
pilots and brothers who have been 
a part for awhile really understand 
what I’m talking about.  
Well my chance for that 
opportunity, Lou and me, and for 
that matter, you and I, being up in 
the sky with a nice Tri Pacer is 
probably going to come true. Bob 
Rodgers and I are partners on a 
1956 Tri Pacer, N6024B, PA22-
150. Can’t wait to begin to give 
you all rides it this real sweetheart 
of an airplane. Be at the next 
meeting and we’ll show you this 
pretty girl. She’ll be in the front of 
the hangar.  I’ll do a demo of the 
brand new Garman 296 that came 
with the airplane and soon we’ll do 

(Continued on page 3) 

2 

hangar. 
New Business: 
Bob reminded all pilots to update 
their licenses. We will attend the 
Boy Scout Jamboree on May 15 
( see Board Meeting). Bob wants to 
give more rides to members this 
year. Ted Kalin alerted us to the 
Cessna 170 Convention at Benton 
Harbor, the week of July 18th. Ted’s 
journey to the 170 project began 
with overcoming airsickness and 
diabetes  to obtain his pilots license. 
His next project will be a Van’s RV. 

Meetings (Continued from page 1) 

runway just outside of my home 
town. That landing boosted my 
admiration for Lou and his pilot 
ability off the chart. He and that red 
and white Tri Pacer gave me a great 
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some flying and create some new 
memories. 
February has been a big month for me. 
Being with Bob Rodgers during the sale 
of the Tri Pacer was a lot of fun. I had a 
nice adventure bring it home from Detroit 
and will give a little talk about it at the 
next meeting. I also scheduled with a CFI/
CFII flight school starting on April 15th 
to May 15th. I’ll be out of town for about 
thirty-five days total during that time. The 
VP will do a great job for us while I’m 
gone. He’s great.  
Jerry Burdue went in and got out of the 
hospital with back surgery last month. He 
suffered a lot of pain but is doing better 
now. He was on his back for almost the 
whole month! Being down that long take 
a while to get your strength back and get 
the medical chemicals out of your system. 
Thank the Lord he is recovering very 
well. The ground school is coming to a 
conclusion and we will have a lot of 
graduates soon. That means a major 
emphasis on flying this summer with the 
goal of soloing several pilots. I’m also 
working on the complex endorsement and 
commercial rating and have passed the 
Commercial Knowledge Text. Next 
comes the commercial check ride. Wish 
me luck. 
Next Tuesday is our meeting, 7 PM, and I 
hope to see you there. Bob 
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Bob’s Rearwin Skyranger is for 
sale on eBay. It’s a beautifully 
restored aircraft by Bill Ortman. 
Bill was a charter member of 
our Chapter and an excellent 
craftsman.  Many of you have 
had a ride in it. The price is dirt 
cheap! It would be a shame if 
this Classic airplane was taken 
out of the area. Spread the word 
and if you know of someone 
looking for a real deal on a tail-
dragger, this is it! 

What the heck is a VOR? 
VOR, short for VHF Omni-directional Radio Range, is a type of radio 
navigation system for aircraft. A VOR ground station broadcasts a VHF radio 
composite signal including the station's identifier, voice (if equipped), and 
navigation signal. The identifier is morse code. The voice signal is usually 
station name, in-flight recorded advisories, or live flight service broadcasts. The 
navigation signal allows the airborne receiving equipment to determine a 
magnetic bearing from the station to the aircraft (direction from the VOR station 
in relation to the Earth's magnetic North at the time of installation). VOR 
stations in areas of magnetic compass unreliability are oriented with respect to 
True North. This line of position is called the "radial" from the VOR. The 
"intersection" of two radials from different VOR stations on a chart provides an 
approximate position of the aircraft. Read More: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
VHF_omnidirectional_range 
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Calendar of Events 
June 20—Mishawaka Pilots Club Fly-In Breakfast 
June 25 to 27—1st annual Biplane Owners Association fly-      
in. Brooks Field, Marshall MI 
June 27—EAA Chapter 865 24th Annual Fly-In Breakfast, 
Niles MI  
July 18 to 25—Cessna 170 Convention at Benton Harbor 
Aug. 7 & 8—2nd Annual Michiana Fly-In, Plymouth IN 
Sept. 4—Fly-In/Cruise-In, Marion IN 
Sept. 11—EAA Chapter 865 Salute to Veterans Fly-In 
Breakfast, Niles MI, VETERANS EAT FREE! 
Sept 18—EAA Ch1028 Fly-In Swap Meet, Dowagiac MI 
Oct.17—EAA Chapter 585 Chili Hop Fly-In Watervliet MI 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH @ 
269-684-0972 

Attention flying 
club members! As 
the club has been 
dissolved, please 
pick up your share, 
at your earliest 
convenience. Thank 
You! P.S. Bring a 
can opener! 

A few 
more pics 
of Ted 
Kalin’s 
Cessna 
170 
project. 


