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The Brennan Family 
The March meeting will be 
held in our hangar, on Monday 
the 9th, at 7:30pm. Battle of 
Britain historian and expert on the 
design of the Super Marine 
Spitfire, Noel Wilson, will be the 
speaker. Refreshments and snack 
will be available.  
The agenda will be:  
1. Fund raising. 
2. Set dates for Young Eagles 

Rally, cookout, hangar work 
parties, picnic, Fall Fly-In. 
Other event dates are already 
set, June Fly-In, 4th of July, 
AirVenture, and Parade. 

3. Moving the Panther. 
Last Month:  
There were 24 members and 
guests, Treas. report was read and 
approved. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Bob talked about our financial 
situation and finishing the room. 
We have enough materials to 
finish except for the carpet. 
Thanks to Jim Van Hulle for 
donating the wood trim and Ivan 
Truyaert for donating12 sheets of 
luan paneling for the floor. Dick 
Heckelsberg donated a beautiful 
Shopsmith to us. Bob would like 
the members who are working on 
the FAA Ground School to co-
ordinate with him. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
We will canvas members about 
meeting nights. See page 4 and 
check which days are good for 
you. Bring to the meeting. 
A donation jar will be at the next 
meeting for the Brennan Family. 
The calendar raffle netted $10. 

Contents 
1 Meetings, The Brennans, Prez Sez 
2 Prez cont., CGS Hawk Pics 
3 Dale’s Pics  , Paid members, Lowell F. 
4 Calendar, Disclaimer and Contact Info. 

Edwin, Merilyn, and Felicia 
Brennan were our guests at the Feb. 
C h i l i  S u p p e r  M e e t i n g .  
The Brennans are preparing to go to 
the Philippines to manage the AWA 
(Advent ist  World Aviat ion) 
Philippine airbase and support staff, 
and to represent the culture of Jesus 
Christ. Ed, a retired military aircraft 
mechanic, pilot, and a manager at 
Lockheed Martin, will be the 
Manager for the Philippine Project, 
Merilyn, CNA/ward clerk, was born 
in the Philippines, knows the 
language and the culture and will be 
a great asset to the project. Felicia 
will be enrolled in a Philippine 
school--they start classes in June. 
Her classes here in the States end in 
May. Felicia will also be in charge 
of taking v ideo cl ips and 
photographs for the Project and will 
be responsible for updating their 
web pages. Ed talked about some of 
the challenges that the missionary 
pilots face. Most of the back country 
strips are primitive. At one, you land 
on 900ft toward a cliff face after 
flying along a river, no go arounds 
here. Some are up hill some are 
down, very few have decent 
approaches. They carry medical 
supplies food and injured people in 
very difficult situations and they 
save lives. The breadth and depth of 
good works accomplished by general 
aviation will be in the spotlight at 

EAA Chapter Eight Six Five! 
  
By the time you’re reading this I’ll 
be on vacation in France. This will 
be the first time I’ve seen my four 
grandkids, my son, and my 
daughter-in-law, for about two 
years. Wow! I’m going to have fun 
getting reacquainted with them. 
I’m taking some wood stick model 
airplanes along with me for the 
kids and one of those little electric 
RC helicopters for my son. I’m 
hoping that all the grandkids get to 
fly with grandpa some day in 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 
2009, as a weeklong “Fly 
for Life” program will 
recognize those who fly to 
serve others around the 
world. Thanks Brennans! 

The Brennans, Felicia, Ed, Merilyn 



America the beautiful. I’ll tell ya, 
it’s not all that easy to have a son 
that is a long term overseas 
missionary. But of course I’m very 
proud of my son and wouldn’t ask 
him to be different or do different. 
He’s a man with a mission. 
Jerrid will handle the next meeting 
and there is plenty of hot dogs and 
ice cream at the hangar for the 
meeting. Jerrid and Jerry always 
come up with something good. 
Bring some onions and peppers 
and some sauce with you for the 
dogs. Yum! Since the treasury is 
flat and we have to pay the IRS 
three-hundred frog skins for our 
501(c)3, tax-exempt registration, 
we’ll probably take up a collection 
of a buck or two for the food or do 
a raffle or something. Better yet, 
why don’t you buy an EAA Eight 
Six Five calendar, custom made by 
Ralph. We need to liquidate about 
ten or twelve of them to finish 
them off and it would put us in 
better shape concerning the funds 
for the summer. 
At our next meeting a noted Battle 
of Britain historian and expert on 
the design of the Super Marine 
Spitfire, Noel Wilson, will be the 
speaker. You won’t want to miss 
this audio/visual presentation and 
to join with all our old friends and 
our newer friends who are 
members of the Eight Six Five. 
The meeting room was nice and 
warm last meeting and you’ll see 
continued improvements when you 
get there on Monday eve. By the 
April meeting we’ll have the 
ceiling done, the lights and fans 
hung and sub-flooring down. I’m 
really looking forward to that 
phase of the work, the finish up! 
Jim VanHulle brought in some 
beautiful oak trim for the room. 
I stopped by Brad & Jennifer 

(Continued from page 1) Bowhuis’s house to look at some of 
their projects. Wow! You should 
have seen what I’ve seen. Among 
other things a bright yellow Shelby 
Ace Cobra! We just might have it 
on display at one of the events this 
summer. 
Randy Baumbaugh bought a CGS 
Hawk on eBay. It’s over by Detroit. 
It has floats, skis, and all kinds of 
goodies. The CGS Hawk is my 
favorite ultra-light, hands down! 
This one has some battle damage 
and needs a few months of 
concentrated effort. But when it’s 
done, well I can hardly wait to see it 
as is let alone when it’s ready to fly. 
With the possible influx of some of 
the Barfing Dogs into the club and 
with our own ultra-light experience 
we ought to be very helpful to 
Randy, Kelly & Bear as they piece 
the CGS Hawk back together aye… 
The Barfing Dogs are going to use 
our meeting room and some of our 
storage space this month. This 
meeting at our place will help them 
decide on what they will do with 
the possibility of Wolverton Field 
closing and their hangar space 
shutting down. We also have to 
move the Panther as soon as I get 
back on March 10th or sooner. 
Maybe a few guys without me 
being there could get together to 
move. Ralph will have the key. The 
wings have to be removed and we’ll 
trailer it over here to Ralph & Bob’s 
hanger or our EAA hangar for very 
temporary storage. There is some 
intense interest for a new owner for 
the Panther. One of the guys in the 
club. 
Mean time I’m anxious for good 
weather for flying, for starting up 
the ground school, for working on 
the hangars, for a good clean up, to 
do a bunch of welding for the 
Boredom Fighters, and to move 

forward on some other projects 
like the Skyranger beautification, 
and the Mini-Max. 
We’re going to have a great 
summer guys, aye….Bob 

2 Randy Baumbaugh’s project 



 
 
 
 
 
 
EAA 'TIMELESS VOICE OF 
THE WEEK' :  LOWELL 
FARRAND 
Lowell Farrand built his first Bensen 
gyrocopter in 1963 and brought it to the 
EAA Fly-In and Convention in Rockford, 
Illinois that year. Disappointed with the 
reception of his machine, he decided to 
build an improved gyro and bring it back 
- a process that took nine years. In the 
interim, Farrand met a Dr. Nicholidas of 
the University of Notre Dame through his 
local EAA chapter in Indiana and 
volunteered to jump test a newly 
developed ram air parachute. Successful 
jump tests led to the development of 
powered flight tests using the new 
parachute and his own Bensen gyrocopter 
- minus the rotors - as the pod. These tests 
would be the first flights of a powered 
parachute, paving the way for a new class 
of sport flying some 10 years later. In 
1972, Farrand took his improved 
gyrocopter to Oshkosh and won the "Man 
and Machine" award. He also has served 
as test pilot for the Mini-Max line of 
homebuilt aircraft and was one of the first 
FAA Amateur-Built Designated 
Airworthiness Representatives (AB-
DAR). 

Members Paid Up For 09 
So far, the following 15 members 
have paid their dues for 2009. 
BAIRD, BALLARD, 
BAUMBAUGH, BURDUE, 
CROWLEY, GREEN, HAIGH, 
HUIZINGA, JOY, LANDY, 
ROGERS, SUCHOVSKY, 
TROESTER, TRUYAERT 
VAN HULLE. 
If your name is not on the list, your 
dues of $20, per family, are due. If 
you feel that there is an error, or to 
pay your dues, contact: 
Jim Van Hulle, 12069 Cheyenne 
Ct, Granger IN 46530 
574-271-8533 
jimvan56@sbcglobal.net 

 
Treasurer, Dale Neddeau, is basking in the Florida sunshine and sent 
these pictures of EAA Chapter 133’s picnic. Oh, did I mention that 
Dales water froze the other night? That Canadian air dropped way 
south this time. Dale is right by Lake Okeechobee. Anyway, he was 
out riding his bike, when he ran across the picnic. So naturally he 
stopped in to have a bite and check out the planes. Several 
Homebuilts were there, as well as, the Cessna 175 with a geared 
engine, Glassair (I think), and Light Sport CT, shown below. Dale 
has had trouble with his current e-mail provider and plans to switch. 
He’ll have more pictures and a story about a War Bird restoration 
shop for next months newsletter. Thanks Dale! 
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WOW! 
Congratulations 
to Lowell, from 
his friends at 
Chapter 865! 

The Barfing Dogs ultralight club met in 
our hangar on Sunday March 1st. They 
will be attending our March meeting. 
Please make them feel at home. They 
are trying to decide how they want to 
proceed with their club. They plan to 
meet one more time, first Sunday in 
April, to make their final decision. They 
would be a great asset to the Niles 
Airport, whether they remain as is, or 
join us. 

Barfing Dogs 
Officers 
President: James Eddy – 219-
369-9966 
southernkentucky@yahoo.com 
Vice President: John Lawson 
– 574-234-9326 
Secretary: Cindy Adkison – 
248-681-0080 
pgacca@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Brian Bowen – 
574-339-7357 
bdbowen@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Editor: John 
Chapman – 269-383-2016 
airknocker46@yahoo.com 
Shirts: Brian Bowen – 574-
339-7357 



Pilots Progress is published each month by Experimental 
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located in Niles MI. 
The contents are for the use, education and enjoyment of the 
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor 
and does not necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or 
the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held at 
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake St., 
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers 
Bill  and Zak Staab—269-262-0048 
Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171 
Gerry Weiringa—269-683-7718 
Jennifer Bowhuis—269-471-9698 
Hangar Maint., Temp. Tres.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
March 9- -Chapter meeting, hangar 
June 28—Chapter 865 Fly-In/Breakfst, Niles 3TR 
July 4&5—Ch. 585 Breakfast, Steak fry, Camp, Watervliet 
July 27 to Aug. 2—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 

DAY WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4 

MON     

TUES     

WED     

THUR     

FRI     

SAT     

SUN     

CHECK OFF MEETING DAYS THAT WOULD BE GOOD FOR YOU  

Tyvek® is the industry standard for protection, durability and comfort against dry particulate hazards. This hasn't changed. The best 
just got better! New Tyvek® feels dramatically softer, is 25% tougher and is four times as breathable as traditional Tyvek®. It stops 
microporous particles even after abrasion. That’s because it is an inherent barrier, through and through. Tyvek® is not a coating or a 
laminate that can be easily scratched through or worn away. You'd have to tear all the way through the fabric to compromise the 
protection. Tyvek® serves an incredibly broad range of industrial applications, including agriculture, food processing, fiberglass 
manufacturing, spray painting/finish operations, lead abatement, asbestos abatement, household hazardous waste collection, 
emergency medical services and applications involving dry chemicals, dirt and radioactive dust. Just GOOGLE tyvek suit to find 
prices from $4.00 on up. Looks like these would be great for aircraft painting. 

From NEW, EAA Chapter 1354, www.eaa1354.org, Februa ry, 2009 newsletter 
Greenwood, Indiana  
For sale: How many times have you flown over the airplane ‘crashed’ in the 
roof of the One-Liner’s Comedy Club when on final for Runway 1? Now, it can 
be yours! It’s an attention-getting display for your favorite business, hangar, 
barn, garage, etc. The parts are from a ‘retired’ Cessna 152. They include the 
wings, tail section, and undercarriage. The wings and tail mount on the roof, 
while the undercarriage mounts on the ceiling inside the structure for a great 
‘coming through the roof’ effect. Don’t miss out on this one-of-a-kind showpiece. 
$2,500. Contact Chris Beitz (317) 888-6875. 


