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The 865 Fly-In/Breakfast 

N O T I C E !!!!!! Change of 
meeting day and time. At 
our Chapter Board meeting held 
May 22, a decision was made to 
change the meeting night 
and time to the second 
Tues., June 9th, 7pm.  

This was a Board decision, to test 
other nights, to better serve our 
members who had a conflict with 
Mondays. If Tues. works for you, 
please attend, we'll keep trying if 
it doesn't work out. We’ll do 
some final Fly-In planning, get a 
head count of AirVenture 
campers and have a raffle. After 
the business. We’ll drive out to 
Jim Steere’s shop at 11242 M-140 
to see his Carlson Sparrow. 

Last Month: 
We had 19 members and guests. 
There was no Treas. Report. Bob 
talked about having a Young 
Eagle Rally, and signing up kids 

Contents 
1 Meetings, Fly-In, Prez Sez 
2 Meetings cont., Prez, cont. 
3 Prez, cont., How NOT to Sell an Airplane 
4 Calendar, Net, Disclaimer and Contact Info. 

The above pictures were taken back when we 
used the Community Hangar for our 
breakfasts (pre 1996). Center is chef Dale 
Neddeau mixing up a batch. 

The EAA Chapter 865 Fly-In/
Breakfast has been going on 
annually since 1986. 
Wow! It’s paid for our hangar, given 
many kids their first airplane ride 
and helped many homebuilders stay 
focused and safe. It also has 
provided the Niles area citizens a 
reason to come out to the airport and 
spend a quality morning with their 
friends and family. Oh, and also has 
given area pilots a Sunday morning 
destination.  
   Over the years we were rained out, 
fogged out, had wonderful weather 
and so so weather, but we never lost 
money. Thanks to the loyal drive-ins 
and dedicated members. 
   If you’re a new member or just 
haven’t had the time till now, sign 
up at the June meeting to lend a 
hand. The setup day is Sat. the 27th, 
9am till done. Breakfast is Sunday 
the 28th, 6am till Noon. The more 
the merrier and the less ‘work’ for 
everyone. 

First I’d like to welcome the new 
members to the 865 from the last 3 
or 4 months or 6 months or 
whatever. We’ve joyfully had new 
people joining up with us over the 
last several months. Welcome, and 
thank you all. Those who attend 
our meetings or have signed up 
have seen something they like and 
so here we are all in the same club. 
Some of us nearly froze our buts 
last winter when the meeting was 
between the old and new meeting 
room. We discussed the club’s 
business, ate chili dogs, in the cold 
and smoke and even had some ice 
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at our Breakfast (we need a 
volunteer for Young Eagle Co-
coordinator). The Sept. Fly-In is 
set for the 12TH.  A motion was 
made and seconded to change 
meeting t ime to 7:00PM,     
passed. A cookout/flyabout was 
planned for Sunday May 17TH 
(oops! The Presidential TFR 
cancelled that). Bob Baird wants to 
try an AirVenture flight shuttle, 
contact Bob if interested. We will 
have a hangar work party every 
Sat. 8AM to 10.   
   Tony Nacholtz was our speaker. 
He is one of Bob’s instructors and 
a commercial pilot. He talked 
about some of his experiences 
flying in Mexican airspace. Almost 
all Mexican airfields are military. 
They charge you for almost 
everything, but you must have 
pesos. You’ll need a passport, your 
medical, license, international tag, 
and insurance. Don’t expect much 
help from controllers on weather 
or climb out and from 1PM to 
6PM expect severe turbulence. 

(Meetings, Continued from page 1) our teeth in open cockpit planes, or 
the ones that sting us, or suck our 
blood, and we all want to have a 
chance to do more flying ourselves. 
So to improve the 865’s ability to 
get people in the air I’m working 
hard to finish up my IFR, 
Commercial ,  and CFI/CFII 
licenses. Even though that’s not 
done, we are ready do a lot of flying 
with Young Eagles and getting 
members rides. But after I get a 
CFI/CFII, we’ll see a lot more 
flying within the club membership. 
What else is bringing new people 
and holding the attention of our 
senior members? Personally, I think 
we all love to see airplane projects 
going together.  Some of us like to 
be help mates in getting something 
off the ground. We have a lot of 
stuff flying but we also have a lot of 
planes wanting to get off the 
ground. We need some mechanics 
to fire up a Continental C-90 (we’re 
not absolutely sure what it is) and 
to fire up a C-65. We’ve got a Mini-
Max 1200 project to get moving 
again. We’ve got five Boredom 
Fighters in the wash and could use 
some help fabric covering, rib 
stitching, painting and hunting for 
some motorcycle wheels and other 
parts. We got a 1941 Skyranger all 
set to go and to give rides and 
training in. I’d like to get some help 
getting a headliner installed in the 
Skyranger and some wheel pants on 
it but it is airworthy as is. It’s 
spring, it’s airworthy, we’re ready 
to roll the Skyranger out. We need 
to get Tom Huizinga’s Junior Ace 
inspected and flying. Dale Neddeau 
is working on getting the Panther 
ready to roll out for taxi tests. Tom 
needs some help with the hydraulic 
brakes on the Ace, a fresh annual 
and the Jr. Ace will be ready to go. 
So if you want to be involved  or 

just want some action to look at 
with some aviation projects or to 
get some air under your feet, there 
is plenty of stuff in the 865 to 
muse on. Besides all of the above 
mentioned stuff, this meeting 
we’re going to see what Jim Steele 
is working on. I haven’t even 
begun to mention all the stuff 
being worked on like the Cavalier 
project, the CGS Hawk, the Lazair 
and whatever. I can hardly believe 
the razamotaz of the 865’s 
projects! 
The hangar and the meeting room 
are moving forward towards 
completion nicely too. The 
Saturday morning work parties 
have been fruitful. At the next 
work party I’ll see to it that there is 
coffee, donuts and some kind of 
breakfast food. It’ll be Saturday 
morning from 8 to 10 AM. At the 
next meeting we’ll all see progress 
and that things have been 
continuing to move forward. 
You’re all going to like the way it 
looks and the feel of the new floor 
in the meeting area. Thank Ivan for 
the donation of wood flooring.  
Construction of the workshop area 
should begin soon as well. I’ll 
explain the plan to all of you at the 
next meeting. Meanwhile, we have 
some important deadlines coming 
up. We have the Pancake 
Breakfast this month. Cha Ching! 
We want all of you to have the fun 
of helping us get’er done! We need 
a good amount of volunteers. So 
concerning the big day of the fly-
in, bring your friends, get the word 
out, pin up some flyers at your 
work place, bank or grocery store 
bring some kids for the Young 
Eagle flights, help the 865 be 
successful. The success of this fly-
in will make the dream of flight a 
reality for many kids and it will 
bring us all closer together in 
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cream cones. Good memories. So, 
I ask myself, “What do we have to 
offer?” Of course all our members, 
old & new, are interested in 
aviation. We love anything that 
flies accept the bugs that stick to 
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How To ... Not Sell an Airplane or When 
warning bells ring          by  John P. Moyle, 
EAA 4260John@ContactMagazine.com 

   Some time back I had a nice little aircraft to sell, a 
RANS S-4 Coyote. This nifty single-seat ultralight-
type experimental looks vaguely similar to a compact 
version of the famed Piper Cub. Powered by the air-
cooled twin-cylinder two-stroke Rotax 447 and 
featuring a pull start (like your lawn mower), the S-4 
is the simplest of flying machines. I advertised this 
low-cost jewel on an Internet service and had many 
interested parties contact me. Eventually one earnest 
young fellow (who we will call Eugene) agreed to 
purchase my aircraft once he had completed a 
satisfactory inspection. He inquired about flying it 
home, but I persuaded him that the 800 mile cross-
country might be a little extreme considering this is a 
60 mph aircraft that typically burns 4 gallons per 
hour, with only a 5-gallon fuel capacity. Never mind 
that the route home would require crossing a 
mountain range and many miles of inhospitable, dense 
forest or that the plane does not have an N number. I 
should have had the alarm flags flying at this point, 
but I had only fielded one semi-absurd question, 
which I allowed to pass. He then decided that he 
would procure a trailer to haul it home and borrow his 
father-in-law’s pickup truck for this mission. Days 
later Eugene phoned from a freeway location 90 
minutes from our airport to announce he’d had a spot 
of trouble with his equipment but would be along 
soon. I invited him to meet my hangar-mate Pat and 
me at my favorite restaurant for dinner since we 

would be losing sunlight by the time he arrived. The 
story of misadventure he provided over dinner that 
evening was so humorous that I somehow failed to 
grasp the seriousness of the problem until the next day. 
Here’s the tale we were told as we dined:  Having lined 
up a truck for the trip, Eugene bought a boat trailer that 
he had been eyeing. Apparently, his intention was to 
modify the trailer at our airport as needed once he had 
a closer look at the airplane. Before he could depart his 
home he needed to change the ball on his hitch to a 
larger size. During the replacement procedure he was 
interrupted and failed to properly tighten the nut on the 
ball - 700 miles later, after crossing the mountains and 
much of the vast length of Interstate 5 in California, 
Eugene glanced in his mirror to discover something 
was missing - the trailer! Pulling over Eugene found 
the naked hitch bar, sans connector ball, chains, or 
trailer. He advanced to the next available turnaround 
and headed back, finding his trailer sitting 
miraculously parked on the shoulder, unharmed. The 
ball was still clamped securely within the trailer’s 
latch, the lower threads badly ground down from high-
speed contact with the road surface. Once the 
inadequately secured nut had vibrated loose and fallen 
off, it was just a matter of time until a bump in the road 
caused the ball to hop off the draw bar. When asked if 
the safety chains failed too, Eugene responded that he 
hadn’t used them since “the trailer was empty, so I 
didn’t need them.” Glad that no one was harmed, and 
that the equipment was undamaged, I was content to 
laugh off my new friend’s minor misfortune and again 
did not realize the problem that was forming before 
me, even after he told us that to continue the trip 
without a nut for the ball, the safety chains were used 
to “tie” the assembly from disconnecting again. After a 
great meal and a good night’s rest we met at my airport 
to check out the Coyote. I was taken aback when I saw 
Eugene’s trailer; it was an ancient-looking thing with 
huge truck wheels, designed to haul a river drift boat. 
The chassis was heavy duty, to say the least, and made 
from large curved tubular steel sections. During an 
early phone conversation Eugene had told me about 
buying the trailer, so I was happy that my advice about 
not flying had been taken, but I failed to get specific 
information about his boat trailer, presuming that it 
would be a common trailer with removable 
components that usually support hulls. I could not 
imagine how this beast could be made to carry the 
fuselage and wings of the Coyote, but I let these 
thoughts pass while I gave our young friend the guided 
tour of my aircraft. Continued next month. 

camaraderie. So that’s what the EAA and the 865 is 
really all about. We exist to help foster the special 
friendships of aviation. We see it in the eyes of pilots, 
and dreamers, inventors and would be pilots  as they 
discuss enjoy the dream like experience of flying. We 
hear the wind in our dreams and we ride the thunder 
as though in our youth.  We are the community of 
aviation together. Thank you Paul Poberezny, we are 
kindred spirits. Yours in service, Bob Baird 
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Welcome New 
Members! Left, 
Chuck Worthen 
Right, Bob Matz 
Not Pictured, Chad 
Strauss 



Pilots Progress is published each month by Experimental 
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located in Niles MI. 
The contents are for the use, education and enjoyment of the 
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor 
and does not necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or 
the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held at 
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake St., 
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers 
Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171 
Gerry Weiringa—269-683-7718 
Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
June 21—Fly-In Breakfast, Mishawaka Pilots Club 
June 28—Chapter 865 Fly-In/Breakfast, Niles 3TR 
July 4&5—Ch. 585 Breakfast, Steak fry, Camp, Watervliet 
July 12—Chapter 966 Breakfast, Michigan City 
July 27 to Aug. 2—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 
Sept 12—Chapter 865 Salute to Vets Fly-In Breakfast, Niles 
Sept 19—Chapter 938 Breakfast, Nappanee IN  
Sept 26—Chapter 1028 Breakfast, Dowagiac 
Sept 27—Berrien Springs Airpark Breakfast 
Oct 3—Niles Apple Festival Parade 
Oct 18—Chapter 585 Chili Hop, Watervliet 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH @ 
269-684-0972 

Build this sheet metal brake 
for cheep! Go to web page 
listed below. 
http://www.eaa.org/
experimenter/articles/2009-
05_howto_brakes.asp 
AirVenture interactive site 
plan, click or paste below. 
http://www.airventure.org/
siteplan/ 

Fly-In pics from the early 1990’s. Top L, ultralights gather 
around the community hangar. Top R, Walt, Dave, Gene, Joe 
and friends have breakfast. Right, Planes 2 deep on the grass. 
Above, Larry Miller looks over a beautiful Mong Sport. 


