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22ND ANNUAL FLY-IN! 
June Meeting in our 
hangar on Monday the 9th 
at 7:30pm 
Agenda: 
1. Fly-In Breakfast 
2. Hangar Remodeling 
3. AirVenture 
4. Fall Fly-In 
5. Short Wing Piper Club Rally 
6. Summer Activities 
7. Possibly a guest speaker 
 
Last Month: 
We had an excellent meeting with 
14 members. After the treasurers 
report, a sign up sheet was passed 
for the Remodeling Committee.  
The committee will make 
decisions and purchase materials. 
A Fly-In committee sheet was 
passed. It was agreed to have a 
memorial for Barney O’Hara at 
the Fly-In. Bills were paid, 
$131.32 for a hangar door lock, 
postage and a memorial donation 
in Barney’s name to the VFW. A 
motion was made and passed, to 
reimburse Bob Baird for fuel used 
during the Venturing Open House 
plane rides. A reminder that 
hangar rent must be paid. 
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We Still Have T’s 
and Sweatshirts 

$8 and $15 
Wear at the Fly-In 

 

Our 22nd Annual Fly-In Breakfast 
will be held on Sunday June 22nd, 
from 7am till noon. We need all 
members help, in order to be 
successful. We depend on the fly-in 
to keep us financially solvent. They 
allow us to improve our facility and 
give back to the community with 
Young Eagle rides and to support 
our new BSA Venturing Crew. So, 
please plan on being there on the 
22nd, and if you can help us get 
ready, on the 21st around 10am. 
   Do you know of any young people, 
between the ages of 14 and 21? We 
need some more Venturing Crew 
members. Bring them to the next 
meeting. We have two eager 
advisors, Marty and Aaron and all of 
the paper work ready to go. 

Putting Meat on the Bones 
Dinosaur skeletons are a lot of fun 
to look at, fascinating actually. But 
without any meat on those bones 
they are just a museum piece, a 
shadow of the past. Museum relics 
are not real life changing life 
engaging factor thing to you and I. 
They’re not functional. Without 
meat on the bones of those 
skeletons, we know that these 
dinosaurs will not move, ingest 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

Work Party, this Sat., June 7, 
10am. To begin remodeling, we 
must remove the existing room. 
There also will be a fly-in 
committee meeting at this time.  



food, respond to stimuli, make 
noise, breath or roar to life. They 
are but a fleeting silent shadow of 
the past. 
The Boredom Fighter’s fuselage is 
much like a dinosaur skeleton. Just 
bones they are, aye? You can see 
the overall shape of something. 
They are interesting to look at. 
They’re fascinating to think about 
if you’re really interested in truss 
frames, compression, tension, 
torque loads, P-factor, and G-
factors. But they are bones. Take a 
look. 
    But these bones are a lot 
different than dinosaur bones. A 
dinosaur skeleton is a shadow of 
the things of the past. The bones 
and skeleton in the picture and are 
a shadow of the future! 
Notice also that these Boredom 
Fighter skeletons have a little 
meat. The seat back and dash panel 
are in place. A paleontologist 
would go bonkers if he found a 
dinosaur bone with a little meat on 
it. I’ll tell ya, I’m a lot excited too. 
The cowling around the cockpit 

(Continued from page 1) area is well along but not in the 
picture yet. An engine has been 
purchased by me giving us two 
engines to work with for our 
squadron of fighters. The future of 
tomorrow is being shaped today. 
Reminds me of a Bible verse in the 
Old Testament when God said to 
Ezekiel, “Can these very dry bones 

live again?” 
    Work party is scheduled for next 
Saturday morning. We intend to 
work on the roof, the door, and the 
new construction of the meeting 
room. Observe the quality work 
done on the new door frame. Ralph 
sees to it that the finishing touches 
are perfect. 
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Clockwise from L, Jim and 
Bev Thompson chat with 
Dick Haigh, Food? New 
Mem. Zak and Bill Staab.  
Jerry, Jerrid, Aaron, Bev 
and Jim 

   This summer, in a 
couple weeks, I’d like to 
get help from all members 
to help preflight Tom’s 
Junior Ace to get it ready 
for a test flight. The 
brakes need to be serviced 
and it needs a though 
inspection. It will be nice 
to see this EAA classic 

(Continued on page 3) 



Crew, Christine and Missy Bowler 
and e welcome them and hope they 
enjoy being a part of the Chapter. 
Bob Baird was kept busy, giving 
everyone in attendance a ride in 
the Skyranger .  Th is  was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all! Thanks 
to Marty and Aaron Preston, Tom 
Huizinga, Jerry and Jerrid Berdue 
and of course Bob Baird. 

From the Barfing Dogs Newsletter 
Aircraft Identification: 
If it's ugly, it's British. 
If it's weird, it's French. 
If it's ugly and weird, it's Russian. 
 

Venturing Crew Open House 
 

   The Venturing Crew open House, 
held on May 10th was a success, in 
that we recruited an enthusiastic 
father and son, Zak and Bill Staab. 
Zak, the son joined the Venturing 
Crew and they both are joining the 
C h a p t e r .  B o b  B a i r d s 
granddaughters also joined the 
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Yves Rossy, known as the 'Fusion 
Man,' flies with a jet-powered single 
wing over the Alps in Bex, 
Switzerland, Wednesday, May 14, 
2008. Some people go fishing on 
their day off. Yves Rossy likes to 
jump out of a small plane with a 
pair of jet-powered wings and 
perform figure eights above the 
Swiss Alps. The revolutionary 
human flying machine comes after 
five years of training and many 
more years of dreaming. 

Yves Rossy, known as the 'Fusion 
Man,' is surrounded by journalists 
after flying with a jet-powered 
single wing over the Alps in Bex, 
Switzerland, Wednesday, May 14, 
2008. 

Bob gave everyone there, a 
ride in the Skyranger. Top L, 
Zak Staab, R, Missy and  
Christine Bowler 

aircraft in the air this summer and 
giving all chapter members a ride in 
an open cockpit Junior Ace! 
I passed my stress test and will be 
without a medical for about six 
weeks until the paper work goes 
through. I intend to do a lot of 
flying and teaching this summer. If 
you like to fly, this should be a 
good summer for us all.  

(Continued from page 2) 

WHY DOES THE WORLD NEED 
A  N E W  E N G I N E  F O R 
A I R C R A F T ?  
There are new jet engines. Why no 
new engines for propeller-driven 
a i r c r a f t ?  
Why haven't  aviation engines 
advanced l i ke  car  eng ines?  
Most general aviation aircraft are still 

flying with engines whose basic design 
is 50 years old. Can you remember the 
last car engine that was air cooled? 
Wasn’t that the old Volkswagon? 
When was the last time a car engine 
had a carburetor? Why haven’t known 
advances in engine design come to 
g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n ? 
   Can you even imagine having to deal 
with your fuel mixture to make sure 
your car engine doesn’t overheat? Yet 
general aviation pilots do that all the 
time, right while they need to be 
paying attention to other things. It is 
way past time for a fuel injected, water 
cooled, thermostat temperature 
controlled engine, that is designed for 
aviation use. Especially if such an 
engine costs less to own and operate. 
   You should just be able to start the 
engine and fly. Let the computerized 
engine controller adjust the fuel 

injection for altitude compensation 
and fuel efficiency. Let the thermostat 
control the engine temperature. And 
let the built in redundancy features 
like dual spark plugs and dual ignition 
take care of basic component failures 
in flight. Engine related pilot 
workload? Forget about it – with a 
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Calendar of Events 
June 1,  Coldwater, MI. 62nd Annual Fly-in Pancake 
Breakfast. Branch County Memorial                                                                                 
June 8: Three Rivers Dawn Patrol, 7 a.m. – noon 
June 8,  EAA Chapter 304 40th Annual Fly In Cruse In 
Pancake Breakfast Jackson, MI 100 miles                               
Jun 8,  Wings and Wheels Breakfast/Lunch Lansing, IL, 69 m                                                                                             
June 9, Grissom AFB Open House                                          
Jun 15,  Fathers Day Breakfast Elkhart, IN 20 miles            
Jun 15,  Hastings Dawn Patrol Hastings, MI,  75 miles                                                                                           
Jun 20-22,  Lest We Forget Benton Harbor, MI 21 miles     
Jun 22,  22nd Annual Fly-In Breakfast Niles, MI                   
Jul 5-6,  Steak Fry & Pancake Breakfast Fly-In & Camp-In 
Watervliet, MI,  25 miles                                                           
Jul 11-13,  3rd Annual Fly-in & Pig Roast Kankakee, IL 96 m 
July 13—EAA 966 Fly-In Breakfast, Michigan City IN 
July 28 to Aug 3—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 
Aug 5 to 9—Popular Rotorcraft Convention, Mentone IN 
Aug 9—West MI Fly-In, Allegan MI 
Aug 16—Fly-In, Holland MI                                                                                               
Aug 30,  Fly/In Cruise/In Marion, IN,  94 miles                     
Sep 20,  EAA Chapter 865 Fall Fly-In Niles, MI                   
Sep 28,  Fly-in & Pancake breakfast Berrien Sprgs, MI, 10 mi 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Cygnet SF-2A built in 1991, 78 hours since new.  Plane stored last 12yrs, engine was run last year. Engine was updated 
in 1996 to 2180 cc with a kit from Great Plains.  Engine has only a couple hours since overhaul.  Needs only a 100 hour 
inspection before it can be flown.  Selling on behalf of the original owner.  Requires pickup. 
Features: Covered with dacron and butyrate dope., Ellison EFS-2A carburetor which was O/H last year, Hegy prop, King 
KX97a com. Hudsonville MI (As seen on eBay) 


