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AirVenture, Be There! 
The July Meeting will be held in 
our hangar, on Monday, the 
14th @ 7:30pm. 
We’ll discuss how our Fly-In 
went, plan for AirVenture, plan 
our Chapter Picnic at Tom’s 
Campground, talk about the Sept. 
Fly-In and Apple Fest Parade. 
Aaron Preston will be our 
speaker. Aaron just returned from 
a deployment in Turkey! Chili 
dogs, chips and pop will be 
served. We are expecting quite a 
few guests, so please make them 
feel at home. 
Last Month:we had a short 
meeting on hangar work and the 
fly-in breakfast. Then, Cal and 
Wally Bennett of Eau Clair MI 
began their flight to Alaska, in 
pictures, video and narrative. It 
took 10 days, 25 landings and 
takeoffs, they crossed the Arctic 
Circle and never flew over 5500 
ft. They followed the Alaskan 
Highway, where there was always  
a safety net, the highway, to land 
on. Below left is Wally and Marty 
Preston, right Cal and Bill Zaach. 

Contents 
1 Meetings, AirVenture, Fly-In, Prez Sez 
2 Prez Sez, cont. Pictures 
3 Fly-In cont., Prez Sez, cont., Pictures 
4 Calendar, Disclaimer and Contact Info. 

The Chapter has tried to camp 
together at AirVenture in the past 
and this year should be no different. 
All we need is for the first chapter 
arrival to pick out a spot and rope off 
an area to accommodate the number 
of members planning to attend. All 
he or she needs is a nose count. So, 
bring your noses to the meeting and 
we’ll count them. 
A Great Day for a Fly-In 
We dogged another weather bullet 
this year and had a successful event. 
More than 250 breakfasts were 
served and at least 35 airplanes flew 
in. A little down from last year, but 
weather may have been a factor. 
Wind and rain blew in around 11am 
so that cut the attendance down 
slightly. Thanks to Bob Crowley for 
flippin’ cakes all morning long, glad 
you’re feeling better! Thanks go to 
Dick Haigh, Joe Landy, Jim Van 
Hulle, Doug Tyler, Marty Preston, 
Jerrid and Jerry Berdue, Zak and Bill 
Zaach, Bob Baird, & Dale Neddeau, 
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EAA for July 
It’s hard to keep pace with all 
that’s happening. There was an old 
cartoon that showed a guy pulling 
a large box and his butt is about to 
hit a floor fan. The caption says, 
“The hurrier I go, the behinder I 
get.”  
I sure can identify with that 
situation. Trying to get more done 
and getting farther behind. Yeah! 
Last month was our fly-in and I 
want to thank, thank, and thank 
those who helped. There were 
several work parties both before 
and after the fly-in. There was a lot 
of cleaning and organizing to be 
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meeting to speak a on the tactics of 
the Battle of Britain.  
Watervliet Chapter also had a fly-in 
steak lunch on July 5th so Bob 
Rodgers and I went to that. Man! 
They attract some beautiful planes! 
Lunch was almost like a church pot 
luck dinner with lots of good stuff 
and variety. Bob Rodgers and I 
went so we could get some good 
ideas on a few new events for our 
chapter, see some airplanes, and to 
put down some good food. 
Prior to our meeting on Monday 
evening there will be the materials 
on site for the new meeting room/
pilot lounge/class room/whatever 
you want to call it, construction 
project. Exciting aye! Things are 
moving along. The construction 
committee should meet before, after 
or during the meeting to finalize the 

design. 
Last month I got through my FAA 
medical. Last Sunday I spoke my 
retirement sermon. My training for 
commercial, CFI/CFII is way 
behind my personal plan but is not 
out of sight. Being retired should 
help me get in high gear for the 
training. I will have it done yet this 
summer but I am four months 
behind schedule. “The hurrier I go 
the behinder I get.” We’re also 
forming up a Private Pilot 
Knowledge Test Class and we will 
finalize the plans for it on Monday. 
We need to lock down the meeting 
times, place, et cetera at the 
meeting. The materials for it have 
already been ordered. 
We will have a fiberglass 
construction demo at the next 
meeting and make a souvenir part. 
If you want to participate, don’t 
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done to make the hangar 
presentable. I haven’t seen the 
hangar look so good before any of 
our prior fly-ins. Excellent work 
was accomplished. Ralph is doing 
the article on how it all went down 
but all I can say is, Wow!  
At the last meeting some of us 
decided to head up to Watervliet to 
nose around at their June Chapter 
meeting. We met a lot of good 
guys up there and we saw and 
heard some neat stuff. William and 
Zak Staab, Aaron Preston and I 
went there in my van. We saw a 
beautiful Steerman, a 5151 under 
construction, a Pitts S1A and a 
Starduster. Jerrid was impressed 
with the Starduster because each 
wing rib has to have it’s own rib 
jig! They have elliptical wings, top 
and bottom. Also the Starduster 
had a big radial engine. Leaving 
the fly-in we saw a UFO in 
somebody’s front yard. Yup! You 
heard me, a UFO. We got pictures 
to prove it. 
At the Watervliet meeting we met 
an interesting English gentleman. 
He is an expert on the 
development of the Spitfires of 
WW-II. He is looking forward to 
speaking at our chapter meeting 
some time soon. This will be 
fascinating to us all. Also, he 
wants to come back to a second 
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Berdue brought the Bordomfighter 
which garnered a lot of attention. 
The hangar was in great shape, 
with the old parachute draped 
above the diners heads and big 
band music playing in the 
background. Thanks everyone!  

wear a tux. We will also have an 
FAA test question quiz and a door 
prize for the winner at the next 
meeting. I’m hoping to start a new 
tradition. We will be having new 
and old members showing up at 
this meeting and I ask you all to 
make good friends with them all. 
My flight training for CFI might 
get in the way of Oshkosh this 
year. I don’t know yet but I would 
sure hate to miss it. I’ll have to 
wait and see. At this meeting we’ll 
find out who is going. Looking 
forward to seeing you all at the 
meeting on Monday evening  
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Tom Huizinga, and everyone who 
participated. Some beautiful planes 
showed up, as you can see. Among 
them, Buzz Boltons Helicopter (He 
made a generous donation), N10040 
Maule on floats, A Zodiac with Jim 
Martins PT-19 in the background, 
T-28 and Marvin Homsley’s Swift 
N61PK ( Marvin is from Maumee 
OH and Chapter 582 in Toledo ). 
He sent us an e-mail invitation to 
their weekly Friday night cook out. 
The Chapter officers made a 
decision to purchase a small 
freezer, that will save us money in 
the long run. We can buy our frozen 
supplies when they are on sale and 
keep some dogs and burgers on 
hand for cookouts. Jerrid and Jerry 
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It took a lot of work 
to get the hangar 
ready! Thanks Jerrid 
& Jerry, Bob & 
Jordan, Bill & Zak, 
Jim & Dale, Tom H. 
& Bob B. 
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Calendar of Events 
Jul 11-13,  3rd Annual Fly-in & Pig Roast 
Kankakee, IL 96 m 
July 13—EAA 966 Fly-In Breakfast, Michigan 
City IN 
July 28 to Aug 3—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 
Aug 5 to 9—Popular Rotorcraft Convention, 
Mentone IN 
Aug 9—West MI Fly-In, Allegan MI 
Aug 16—Fly-In, Holland MI                                                                                               
Aug 30,  Fly/In Cruise/In Marion, IN,  94 miles                     
Sep 20,  EAA Chapter 865 Fall Fly-In Niles, MI                   
Sep 28,  Fly-in & Pancake breakfast Berrien 
Sprgs, MI, 10 mi 

 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
 

More Neat Planes at our Fly-In! 
Top Left, Don Symonds Champ from Dowagiac, R, The Shemwell Quail, built by Carl Shemwell of 
Clinton MI, Bottom L, Brian Herriman’s Wichhawk fro m Elkhart, R, Mike and Penny Kelly’s PT-19 
from Coldwater MI 


