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Happy New Year! Dues are due:) 
The January meeting will 
be held in our hangar on 
Tues., the 11th, 7pm.  
We’ll go over the Board of 
Directors suggestions for 2011 
events. Our speaker will be Cory 
MacAvly,  SBN security officer 
with an interesting power point 
program. 
Dec. 2010 Minutes: 
No general membership meeting 
was held. 
EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATION 
CHAPTER 865 
BOARD MEETING 
December 14, 2010 
Called to order 19:02 
Present: Bob Baird, Bill Baird, Brian 
Bowen, Gerry Wieringa, Tom 
Huizinga, Ralph Ballard & Jon 
Ritter. 
Meeting presided over by Bill Baird, 
president elect. 
Ralph Ballard handed out a 
laminated officer’s job description to 
each officer. 
Modifications to the 865 Newsletter 
were recommended to Ralph. 
865 Calendar of events for 2011 
were discussed. 
¨ ·         Indy 500 Museum & 

airplane inspection to Terre 
Haute car trip January 3, 2011 
leaving on Monday morning. 

¨ ·         A meeting area at Oshkosh 
will be arranged for 865 
members. 

¨ ·         Our first annual Fly-in for 
(Continued on page 2 column 1) 
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Boy Scout Aviation Merit 
Badge Classes 

  For the third year our Chapter has 
hosted an Aviation Merit Badge 
class. It has been part of the BSA 
Winter Advancement Camp, held 
every year between Christmas and 
New Years. This year we had about 
twenty five Scouts participate. They 
all earned the badge. The class was 
broken up between book work and a 
field trip to SBN, where they were 
treated to a tour of the facilities by 
Cory MacAvly, our speaker for this 
months meeting. Bill and Bob Baird 
did a terrific job, keeping the kids 
interested and learning. This is a 
really great way for us to fulfill our 
non-profit purpose of aviation 
education. Thanks Bill and Bob!  

I would like to start by wishing 
everyone a very happy new year. 
Well this makes it official, writing 
my first newsletter. I would like to 
begin by thanking my father Bob, 
for all his advise and ideas and 
what he has already set into 
motion.  I would also like to thank 
Ralph for his investment of time 
and talent. And finally I would like 
to thank the Board for their 
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2011 will be on first Sunday after 
Father’s Day in June. 

¨ Fly-in number two will be on 2nd 
Saturday in September, 2011. 

¨ There will be a committee to help 
spice up our fly-in’s. 

¨ We will schedule a movie night at 
the hangar this winter. 

Several new speakers were discussed 
for our meetings & Bill Baird is 
taking care of the February meeting 
speaker with, Cory MacAvly,  SBN 
security officer with an interesting 
power point program. 
The February meeting will also be our 
chili supper meeting. 
Several advertising & promotional 
ideas were discussed such as: 
¨ Booth at French Market. 
¨ Advertising in SB Tribune. 
¨ Booth at Fairs. 
¨ Booth at Apple Festival for 

Young Eagle, Scouts, EAA 865 
member recruitment. 

¨ A Young Eagles day. 
¨ Participation in Apple Festival 

Parade  
¨ A trip to Air Zoo Restoration area 

should be planned. 
¨ Scouts Merit Badge, winter break 

Aviation Merit Badge program 
will be on the 29 & 30th of Dec. 
2010 at hangar. 

¨ An aviation Young Eagle 
presentation to local schools was 
discussed. 

  
We would like to complete in 2011. 
¨ Finish (decorate) meeting room. 
¨ Complete Mini Max. 
¨ Get Boredom Fighter #1 airborne. 
¨ Build a new work area. 
¨ Get our Shopsmith and other 

machinery operational. 
¨ Possibly purchase a camper for 

the Chapter to use. 

(Meetings Continued from page 1) 

commitment to quality and 
creativity in making 2011 a 
remarkable year for the club. 
For those that do not know me, I 
am married and have 4 children. I 
work in the RV business, making 
and curving wood doors. It sounds 
fancier than what it actually is. I 
lived in France for 12 years 
working as a pastor of a small 
church and before that I lived 4 
years in Canada. For most of my 
life I have been around airplanes, 
particularly home built. I have just 
started my flight lessons. I hope to 
partner with my father in a flight 
school in the near future. 
          I thought it would be good to 
start off by saying what is planned 
for 2011.  The board sat down in 
December to hash out a schedule. 
The stand bys will still be there, our 
2 fly-ins, June and September, and 
of course Oshkosh. Our annual chili 
supper will be at the meeting in 
February. Also we are getting a 

(Prez Continued from page 1) 

Chapter Christmas Party 
   We held the Chapter Christmas 
Party at Millers Home Café in 
New Carlisle. While everyone 
seemed to have a good time and 
enjoyed the food, something was 
missing. We discussed it at the 
Board Meeting and the Board 
Members felt that having the party 
in our own meeting room was 
more enjoyable. We will work to 
make that happen next year. 
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great line up of speakers and demos 
for the coming year. Road trips will 
include a visit to the in Indy 500 
museum and a return to the Air 
Zoo in Kalamazoo, MI.  As 
summer gets closer we plan to 
make improvement to the hanger. 
We will be looking for ways to 
increase our local presents through 
community events and Young 
Eagles. Stay posted. I am looking 
forward to a great year. 
Bill 
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Mackey, EAA Aircraft Insurance Plan, Many people dream of 
getting their pilot certificates. Some dream of learning to fly in an 
airplane they built themselves and others have a burning desire to 
buy a homebuilt airplane and learn to fly. If the latter examples 
describe you, will your dream come true, or will airplane insurance 
turn your dream into a nightmare? 

(Continued on page 3) 



researchers are still clamoring to 
create the ideal texture and pattern. 
Beyond ice-fighting, the surface 
must also be cheap enough to 
manufacture cheaply, en masse. 

"T h a t  w i l l  b e  th e  r ea l 
breakthrough," said MIT assistant 
p ro f es s o r  o f  m e ch an i c a l 
engineering Kripa Varanasi in an 
interview with the MIT News 
Office. "Scalable manufacturing 
techniques, with material that can 
survive in these kinds of 
applications." 

So far he knows that micron-sized 
textures are ineffective. Failure is 
welcomed in science, however, 
and Varansai is undeterred. 
Indeed, he described the failure as 
"an important result in the field 
since it possibly tells us where not 
to look." 

Future experiments will evaluate 
larger parameters and scales. 
"Icephobic" materials that defeat 
frost formation at the microscopic 
level could be flying you home to 
see grandma for the holiday season 
before you know it. [MIT] 

Send an email to Jack Loftus, the 
au tho r  o f  t h i s  pos t ,  a t 
jloftus@gizmodo.com.  

Typically if you call an aircraft insurance 
agent and ask about coverage for a student 
pilot in a homebuilt airplane, the agent will 
tell you that airplane insurance is not 
available. For the most part this is correct - 
but not always. You may be able get 
airplane insurance for a student pilot to 
train in a homebuilt, but there are obstacles 
- some that might be impossible to get 
around. There may also be trade-offs or 
limitations, but you can’t say absolutely 
that airplane insurance is not available for 
a student pilot in a homebuilt airplane. 
(Note: The aviation insurance industry is 
an ever-changing environment; what you 
might be able to insure today you might 
not be able to insure tomorrow and vise 
versa.) Today there are three aviation 
insurance companies we work with that 
will consider insurance for a student pilot 
in a homebuilt airplane. Generally the rest 
of the industry does not offer such 
coverage, but there are exceptions. One 
combination of student and homebuilt that 
came up a couple of years ago had 
surprising results. The student was 17 and 
the airplane was not exactly the perfect 
homebuilt for training; however, there 
were mitigating circumstances. The 
airplane was built by the student’s father, 
who had also obtained his instructor rating 
in the airplane. Subsequently, in his spare 
time, the father provided transition training 
under authorization for transition training 
in homebuilts that was held by EAA. In 
addition the father had more than 300 
hours in this particular airplane with more 
than half of that time doing transition 
training. In this particular situation, when 
the insurance company underwriter 
reviewed all the facts, coverage was 
approved. So never say never, and make 
sure you have all the facts to improve your 
chances of getting insurance. Here are 
some of the hurdles and possible solutions 
in finding insurance for a student pilot in a 
homebuilt airplane: 

¨ Right aircraft: Make sure your choice 
of airplane will serve as a reasonable 
training platform. Airplanes you 
would want to avoid might be 
tailwheel, high-performance, and 
ultralight crossovers (former Part 103 
2-place trainers). 

· Experienced instructor: You will stand 
a much better chance of getting 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Ice-Proof Airplane? 

Deicing. It's more than just 
something that delays your flight as 
the airport searches for that missing 
truck—it keeps your plane from 
falling like a stone too! MIT 
scientists want to help with the 
delay part. Enter ice-proof planes. 

Working at the molecular level, the 
MIT folks are attempting to 
understand how frost forms on 
airplane wings and other surfaces, 
and what kinds of designs or 
materials might be able to slow or 
eliminate the process altogether 
without the use of potentially toxic 
chemicals or heating coils (which 
require additional energy beyond 
normal airplane functions). 

The first idea, a super-hydrophobic 
coating (think exponentially more 
ef fect ive Rain-X on your 
windshield), was met with frosty 
ineffectiveness and in some cases 
made the ice form faster. 

Frost, you see, had no problem 
forming on super-hydrophobic 
surfaces. Worse still, once frost 
forms it actually nullifies the water-
propelling characteristics that make 
super-hydrophobic applications so 
effective at defeating water build-
up. In low pressure, super saturated 
atmosphere, say 30,000 feet in the 
air, frost "readily forms" on super-
hydrophobic surfaces. Positively 
loves i t .  Frosty goodness 
everywhere, with lift-defeating ice 
soon to follow. 

That said, the research did indicate 
that a textured surface, combined 
with super-hydrophobic coatings, 
could be an effective defense 
against ice formation. Could be. 
The research has yet to bear this 
hypothesis out completely, and 
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Calendar of Events 2011 
Jan. 11-Chapter 865 meeting, hangar, 7pm 
Feb. 8-Chapter 865 meeting/chili supper, hangar, 7pm 

insurance if your instructor has experience either in the 
homebuilt airplane in which you plan to learn or a similar 
homebuilt. 

· Older students: This might not set well with some, but the 
fact is that aviation insurance companies are reluctant to 
offer insurance for older student pilots. 

· Right airport: The airport you choose needs to be a 
reasonable training location. Airports with short runways or 
significant runway obstructions will be an obstruction to 
getting insurance. 

· Location: Unfortunately it is pretty close to impossible to get 
airplane insurance for a student pilot in a homebuilt in 
Alaska and Hawaii. 

I want to reiterate that airplane insurance for a student pilot in a 
homebuilt is not always impossible. Yes, there are hurdles, and 
some of those hurdles are pretty tall. Regardless, don’t give up on 
your dream. Step one: Look before you leap (i.e., look into the 
availability of insurance before you order your kit or buy a 
completed homebuilt). Step two: Keep an open mind. Just 
because the airplane you were thinking about or the airport at 
which you wanted to base your airplane aren’t the right match, 
that doesn’t particularly rule out other options. 

2010, a good year for the 865. The hangar and sign repaired, two fly-ins, great speakers, a new CFII!  


