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Happy New Year! 
This months meeting will 
be held in our completed 
meeting room, on Tues. the 
12 TH at 7:00 PM. We'll 
have a speaker (weather 
permitting ) and do some 
planning for the year ahead. 
Please think about what you 
would like the Chapter to try and 
accomplish in 2010. In his Prez 
Sez column Bob talks about 
where we’re going as a great 
group of aviation junkies. I agree 
that, we had a fantastic year of 
accomplishments. Keep it up! 
Last Month: 
There was no meeting because 
of the party. 
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Dues are Due 
Still only $20.00 per family. 
Send to: EAA Chapter 865 

70 Beeson Rd, Niles MI 49120 

Happy New Year to one and all! 
I’m happy to report that our Chapter 
Christmas Party was a success. The 
food was delicious thanks to the 
folks that brought their favorite pot 
luck recipe.  The donations from all 
who attended paid for everything 
and no Chapter money was used. 
Tickets were distributed to everyone 
and 12 lucky guests took a 
Christmas decoration home. If we do 
it again next year, we’ll need to 
expand into the workshop area, 
because the 30 or so that attended 
this year were about all we could 
handle comfortably. Thanks to the 
members who volunteered, we 
finished the room and it looks great! 
Remember, all members are 
encouraged to use our facilities. 
 
Chuck Worthen wishes everyone a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

Hello friends and members of the 
EAA EIGHT SIX FIVE. Well it is 
January, twenty-ten! Wow. I’ve 
thought about what to write for 
this year’s first newsletter. Of 
course there’s the obvious, the 
accomplishments of last year and 
the resolutions we will make for 
the New Year. This would be the 
typical subject material for a 
January newsletter, The Prez Says 
column. But today I feel a special 
need to go beyond that because so 
many in our organization are doing 
so much to contribute to our 
progress. The reputation and the 
legacy of the EIGHT SIX FIVE 
are on the uptick. The volunteer 
effort by the membership this year 
has been stellar. Unlike the great  
Churchhill quote concerning the 
Battle of Britain, we can say, “So 
many have done so much.” So I’d 
like to do my best as well. I’d like 
to do my best not only because of 
you and your gracious and 
industrious help but also because 
Ralph Ballard does such a great 
job of gluing, editing, contributing, 
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lot! Let’s improve in all kinds of 
ways by working and planning 
together. We have the choice of 
reflecting the recession economy 
and bad times in lethargic, 
apathetic, and uninspired choices or 
we can redefine this as a golden era 
in the history of Niles , Michigan , 
Experimental Aviation history. Let 
plan to do a lot and do it better than 
before. In terms of doing a lot and 
being engaged in active projects 
and goals, there is the antithesis of 
doing nothing to consider. Do 
nothing aye? Bummer! It’s a bad 
choice to do nothing. It is hard to 
stand still, to come to a stop and 
stay in place, to do nothing. Ever 
have a doctor tell you to stay in bed 
for a couple weeks, like after knee 
surgery? Ask Jerry, ask Bob, the 
hardest thing is to do nothing. You 
know what I mean if you’re forced 
to stay out of the game, to sit things 
out on the old gluteus maximus 
(butt). I’d rather be going one step 
forward and three steps backwards 
than to doing nothing. I’d rather 
lose than not play at all. So it’ll be 
good for all of us mugs to lay down 
some plans for the EIGHT SIX 
FIVE in twenty ten. Aye.         If 
you cook a great meal you want to 
top it with another great meal some 
time down the road, right? It’s 
human nature. Our chapter’s history 
last year would be hard to top. We 
gained all kinds of new members. 
We used our new meeting room for 
the Christmas Party, for the biggest 
ground school in Cass County , and 
for the Boy Scouts of America 
Aviation Merit Badge classes. 
Through the diligence of Jerrid and 
Jerry, the Boredom fighters moved 
forward. There’s two fuselages now 
and a lot of new hardware designed 
and finished. The Minimax is an 
active project and is going together. 

Both of our fly-ins had good 
weather and were successful. A 
beautiful Shopsmith Mark V was 
donated to the club and it is worth 
thousands . We go into twenty ten 
with the promise of all kinds of 
flying and members soloing and 
taking the Private Pilot Knowledge 
Test. We gained 501c-3 status. I 
could go on and on but I ask you 
mugs, “Who would have dreamed 
we would have accomplished all 
that at the beginning of zero nine?” 
So with vision and goals in mind 
for twenty ten, let’s start the year 
in gear and even beyond of dreams 
accomplish and have more fun and 
flying adventure in twenty ten. 
Bob  
 
 
Boy Scout Merit Badge 
 

O u r  B o y  S c o u t 
Aviation Merit Badge class was a 
success, thanks to Bill Baird’s 
outstanding job of leadership. Bill 
was well prepared and kept the 
kids attention ( not an easy thing) 
with an interesting and informative 
presentation. Jerrid Burdue did an 
great job helping with the 
materials and teaching navigation. 
Jim Van Hulle was a big help since 
he was one of last years 
instructors. Thanks also go to Herb 
Schwelnus, Joe Landy and Chuck 
Worthan for helping out. In talking 
to Dr. Bart Comstock, Head of the 
Winter Advancement Camp, I 
found out that the Scouts and their 
Councilors were very impressed 
with our presentation and he 
congratulated us for that. Bill is 
very enthusiastic about running the 
class next year. Thanks to all that 
helped out. 2 

From The Vice President 
 
A new year, a fresh start. Lets 
make this year count. This is the 
year I turn 16; the year I will solo 
an airplane. This is a big year for 
me that will change my life 
forever. This is also the year we 
will organize the hanger. The 
following are my goals this year 
for the chapter and for myself: 

¨ ORGANIZE the hanger/
clean and keep organized 

 
¨ Finnish the meeting room; 

put pictures in room, touch 
up paint, etc. 

 
¨ Build the workroom 

 
¨ Work on the Mini Max, 

and Boredom Fighter/cover 
by Fall 

 
¨ Get the community 

involved in fly-ins 
 

¨ Get younger people 
interested in the EAA 

 
¨ Build up checking and 

savings account 
 

¨ Fly often and have fun! 
 
Help me achieve these goals. 
Vice President 
Jerrid Burdue 

and pasting this publication 
together. We can’t thank Ralph 
enough for his work. We should all 
campaign, vote, and do whatever 
we can to help Ralph get EAA 
recognition for being the best of 
the best in EAA Chapter 
newsletter editors. Aye? So do we 
want to start the year in gear or 
what? Let’s plan to accomplish a 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 1) 
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2009: We gained new 
friends. We lost some too. 
We built a room, took trips, 
had talks. We flipped some 
cakes and fed some Vets. 
We’ll do it again, make it 
better yet. 



Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., 
located in Niles MI. The contents are for the use, 
education and enjoyment of the chapter. No claim is 
made for the accuracy of materials presented. Editorial 
content is the opinion of the contributor and does not 
necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or the 
EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held 
at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake 
St., Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers 
Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171 
Gerry Wieringa—269-683-7718 
Brian Bowen—269-357-0006 

Calendar of Events 
June 27—Chapter 865 Fly-In 
July 26—Airventure Starts 
Sept. 11—Chapter 865 Fly-In 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
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