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Happy New Year! 
The January meeting will 
be held in our heated 
meeting room, in our 
hangar. That’s Monday the  
12th at 7:30pm. Glen Flemming 
WWll Battle of Midway Carrier 
Pilot will be our guest. He would 
like to just chat with us and not 
give a talk. Bob may have the 
Victory at Sea, Midway segment 
for us to view and Glen to 
comment on. We may also want 
to pay our dues and purchase a 
Chapter item, talk over plans for 
2009 events, and enjoy some 
refreshments. See you there! 
 
There was no membership 
meeting in Dec. However there 
was a board meeting on 12/08. 
Present were Baird, M. Preston, J. 
Bowhuis, Ballard, Green, Jerrid 
Berdue. Talked about the BSA 
Winter Merit Badge Camp. 
Motion made and seconded to pay 
hangar rent of $65 to S. 
Wolverton, Passed. 
Directors responsibilities: 
J. Bowhuis—Public Relations 
B. Staab—Membership 
M. Preston—Tech Advisor and 
Venturing Advisor 
T. Huizinga—Books and Records 
J. Wieringa—Building and Maint. 
D. Green—Workshop  
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Support your Chapter! Dues are due for 2009. Still 
only $20 per member and family. Send to: Jim Van 
Hulle, 12069 Cheyenne Ct., Granger IN 46530, or 
bring to the meeting. We still have 2 sweatshirts, M 
& S, $15. T-Shirts, $8. Calendars, $15. Dog Tags, $3. 

Christmas Party 
Our annual Christmas Party was held at 
the Old Country Buffet. We had a good 
turnout of about 20 members and 
family. Everyone seemed to enjoy it. 

I’m beginning this month’s newsletter 
article with the same theme as last 
January as 2008, “Start the Year in 
Gear.” This column also includes 
some of the things Ralph had to say in 
last January’s newsletter. So I 
downloaded that one year old news 
letter onto Microsoft Word and started 
overwriting it. This is a mix of old 
and new. 
Last year Ralph mentioned that the 
treasury has grown substantially, 
“Thanks to two successful fly-in 
breakfasts, hangar rent and some 
donations. We have added new 
members, including some young 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

Scouting Aviation Merit Badge 
On Dec. 29 and 30, Bob Baird, 
Jim Van Hulle and Myself, 
became Merit Badge Councilors 
for 25 Scouts from around the 
LaSalle Council. We spent 
Monday in the classroom 
teaching navigation and other 
subjects and on Tues., we took a 

(Continued on page 3) 



project you like and are gifted to do or 
learn about and do it. 
Last year we got in gear and installed 
the coded lock system on the entrance 
door. Now everybody has access to the 
hangar anytime. I love that new lock. It 
changes to whole flow of helpers and 
visitors into the hangar. One of the 
good benefits of follow through with a 
plan. 
The Vets we honored last year were 
something else. Barney O’Hare, B-24 
captain with 77 combat missions. Our  
speaker on Monday night will be Glen 
Flemming, Hell Cat & Wild Cat pilot 
from the Enterprise, Battle of Coral 
Sea, Mid-Way and survivor of three 
crashes. Of Course Charlie “combat” 
Hudson, the most decorated WW-II 
bombardier in the Air Force. See Him 
Monday as well if I can make the 
arrangements. We had the honor of 
dedicating one of our fly-ins to guys 
like these. Wow! 
Last year in January we were ordering 
wood for the Boredom Fighters. 
Today, think of this, 95% of the wood 
work is done on #1 Boredom Fighter 
and fuselage #2 is close to coming out 
of the jig. We had the whole thing on a 
float this year in the Apple Festival 
Parade. We pulled it with a $50,000 H-
2 thanks to Tyler’s. Thank you Tyler’s 
for helping us out. Meanwhile, Jerrid 
and Jerry built the best jigs for a wood 

people and have hopes of adding 
more. Thanks to our President, we 
have new aircraft projects started by 
him and several members. We’ve had 
more meetings with food and 
refreshments than any year before.” 
Well let me tell ya, all this is true 
again this year accept that the treasury 
has shrunk considerably because of 
the new construction. 
Ralph mentioned in last January’s 
newsletter that we had on the drawing 
board, a new and improved layout for 
the hangar including a larger meeting 
room and enclosed heated workshop. 
He mentioned that the elected officers 
wanted to continue these projects to 
completion. Well mugs, give our new 
construction a few more months and 
you will be wowed! Jennifer is going 
to put the finishing touches and décor 
in our new meeting room and it will 
be beyond our dreams. This is very 
import to our future for our meeting 
room to attractive to visitors and a 
great place to hang out. This will 
provide us with a substantial location 
for fund raising events, public 
relations, meetings for groups like 
Civil Air Patrol, FAA Ground School 
classes, FAA safety meetings, for 
Adventure Scouts, for groups like 
these and for our meetings. Dude! 
Talk about new members. By spring 
we will have doubled in size! There’s 
an old church growth axiom, “New 
people bring new people.” So lets 
start the year in gear again! It worked 
well last year. Lets plan and use the 
adverse weather to our advantage. So 
what’s the plan? 
First two rules. #1 There’s no such 
thing as cold weather. There’s just 
inappropriate clothing. So come to the 
hangar when work parties are 
scheduled. It ain’t cold if you dress 
warm. I bought a pair of -80 below 
zero boots for the hangar. 
Rule two. Don’t give into laziness. 
We have plenty to do. Last year we 
repaired the roof. Saved us a couple 
thousand dollars cause we got in gear. 
Join the ground school classes, 
sharpen up. They’re free! Find a 

(Continued from page 1) fuselage that I’ve ever seen. We will 
be doing fabric on #1 fighter as the 
first warm weather arrives. We’ll fly it 
this year! A nice little C-90 is waiting 
to be fired up. Get in on the fun. Help 
us. Start the year in gear. 
I haven’t touched on all the many 
people who need to be thanked or 
talked about or what I see happening 
in 2009. Maybe next newsletter but 
it’s going to be a golden year. This 
year a flight school will we starting up 
at 3TR parallel to us in Ralph & Bob’s 
hangar. Students and IFR pilots are 
already committed to sign up. Some 
great projects are going to be started 
and some are going to be completed. 
It’s always very exciting to see a new 
plane take flight. We’re all going to 
learn a lot, get a lot of hands on and 
feel the vibration, the sensation, the 
sights and the smell of flight. Yow! 
If it sounds to you like something in 
the 865 is happening, Cha Ching! 
You’re right. But you ain’t seen 
nothing yet folks. Lets stir the pot 
together? Be sure to come to the next 
meeting and get connected. Don’t 
waste the great winter weather. Let’s 
start the year in gear aye! 
Bob 

Below are some of the happy Scouts 
that took the SBN Airport tour and 
Cessna 172 preflight. Hopefully, they’ll 
be at our Spring Young Eagles Flight. 
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Chuck Wolter 
Chuck was a former member of Chapter 865. Our condolences to 
his family. 
M a y  1 8 ,  1 9 2 4  -  D e c .  2 2 ,  2 0 0 8 
NILES - Mr. Charles E. "Chuck" Wolter, 84, of West River Road, 
Niles, died at 10:45 p.m. Monday, Dec. 22, in his home following 
an extended illness. He was born May 18, 1924, in South Bend, 
IN, to Carol and Mildred (Hahnfeld) Wolter. He attended school 
in South Bend and Niles prior to enlisting in the military. He was 
a veteran of World War II, serving in the United States Navy. On 
his release, he was employed by the Studebaker Company and 
attended the Spartan School of Aeronautical Engineering in Tulsa, 
OK. He returned to Niles, and has lived here most his life. Mr. 
Wolter retired from the former Eastern Airlines where he had 
served as a pilot for 25 years. Chuck volunteered at the 
Studebaker National Museum for many years, serving as a board 
member, and driving a vintage Studebaker in "The Great Race," 
an annual coast-to-coast event. He also owned several 
Studebakers. His other interest was flying. He owned a Cessna 
140 based in Niles, and had built an ultralight aircraft. He was a 
member of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (APOA) 
and the Commemorative Air Force. He was a member of the 
Portage Prairie United Methodist Church, Niles, and was a 
member of American Legion Post #26, Niles, and Loyal Order of 
Moose #449 in Buchanan, MI. On December 29, 1951, in Niles, 
he married Marguerite E. "Mick" Gogley, who survives. Also 
surviving are their daughter, Riva (Robert) Newton of 
Woodstock, GA; grandchildren, Lindsey, Brooks and Samuel 
Newton; his brothers and sisters, Robert Wolter of Reseda, CA, 
Kenneth E. Malone of Niles, William Malone of South Bend and 
Mary Licht of Florence, OR; and several nieces and nephews. Mr. 
Wolter was preceded in death by his parents, by an infant 
daughter, and by a sister, Penny Siegel. Portage Prairie United 
Methodist Church or to Lakeland Hospice. 

field trip to SBN. It was fun! The first item covered 
was navigation and how to plot a course. After some 
instruction on the use of an E6B, we had them plot a 
course from Benton Harbor to O’Hare. Next , Bob 
projected an instrument panel up on the screen and we 
went through the main instruments. Then we had them 
draw an instrument panel of their own design. Finally, 
we helped them cut out an airplane pattern called an 
FPG-9 designed by Jack Reynolds. It uses a 9” foam 
plate and we used a hot wire to cut out the main piece. 
Then the scouts finished cutting, and  assembly. Then 
we held a flight competition, flight through a hula 
hoop and landing in same. We gave out five prizes. On 
Tues. we toured SBN ( the security center, museum, 
maintenance shop, and snack bar ). Then on to the 
Wings hangar where they were taught how to pre-
flight a plane and understand the flight controls and 
other flight characteristics, and pilot certificates. We 
handed out Young Eagle forms and plan to give them 
all rides in the spring. 
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Pilots Progress is published each month by Experimental 
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located in Niles MI. 
The contents are for the use, education and enjoyment of the 
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor 
and does not necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or 
the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held at 
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake St., 
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers 
Bill  and Zak Staab—269-262-0048 
Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171 
Gerry Weiringa—269-683-7718 
Jennifer Bowhuis—269-471-9698 
Hangar Maint., Temp. Tres.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 
Note: If you are getting this newsletter by mail, and 
have an e-mail account, please let us e-mail it. 

Calendar of Events 
Jan. 12—Chapter 865 Meeting, Chapter Hangar, 7:30pm 
Feb. 9—Chapter 865 Meeting, Chapter Hangar, 7:30pm 
March 9—Chapter 865 Meeting, Chapter Hangar, 7:30pm 
June 28—Fly-In Breakfast EAA Chapter 865, Niles Airport 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Bob  and Jim Teach Navigation. I hope 
Josh is just trying to make a point! 

Top: SBN’s Arup and Talos. Bottom: Bob took Jim and I on an evening flight after the scouts departed. 9R takeoff, landing. 


