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We are on Facebook! 
Chili Supper Feb. Meeting 
   This Month is our annual Chili 
Supper, held on Tues., Feb. 8, 
7pm. Officers make the chili, 
members bring a dish ( A to M-
salad, chips or cheese. N to Z-
desert ). Drinks and tableware 
provided. We’ll have a speaker or 
video using our new (to us) NEC 
video projector. 
Minutes of Experimental 
Aircraft Association Chapter 
865, January 11, 2011 
Meeting started at 7:05 presided 
over by Bill Baird President 
There were 20 present including 
officers, visitors & members 
The attendee’s weathered a foot 
of snow & 20 degree temperature 
to attend. 
Prior to the meeting Bob Baird 
had brought the Fresco Simulator 
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Some members have suggested that 
we have a Facebook page, and now 
we do. Just copy and paste: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/EAA-
Chapter-865-Inc/119342921472683 
   You can make comments, post 
ideas, communicate with officers 
and other members, etc. There is 
also a link to our website and one on 
our website to Facebook. On the left 
lower side of our face book page, 
you’ll find links to our Picasa library 
of Chapter photos and other 
interesting links.   

In Between the Buns. 
          This is the name of a famous 
hot dogs, hamburgers, and sports 
bar chain. Kind of catchy aye! 
Well that name crossed my mind 
as I began to put this article 
together only I was thinking of in 
between the meetings. All kinds of 
good things seem to work out 
during the week. For example, 
Ralph did get the high bid on the 
video projector. He was looking at 
three different ones and it turned 
out the he was the high bidder on 
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Above, The EAA Chapter 865, Inc. Boy Scout Aviation Merit Badge 
class toured the Memorial Hospital Angel Flight hangar and 
helicopter while at their SBN field trip in Dec. Thanks go out to the 
Angel Flight Crew for the tour and picture. 
Top L, The new 865 Officers preside at the Jan. Meeting ( Evan 
Truyaert (far left), standing in for his Dad. 
Bottom L, Dr. Bart presents the BSA Merit Badge instructors, Bill and 
Bob Baird, with the Winter Encampment Patches.  

Iona Baird, see page 3! 



to its new home at the 865’s 
hangar. 
The purchase of a NEC video 
project was furthered in a 
d iscuss ion .  Research was 
presented by John Ritter & Ralph 
Ballard. Chuck Worthen motioned 
to buy a NEC projector from Red 
Star Auctions. Seconded by Tom 
Huizinga. 
  
Old Business 
The BSA Merit Badge program 
was discussed. It was a very 
decided success and improvements 
will be made for next year and 
each year. 
Bob Baird has been talking to the 
local FSDO and it was voted on to 
host a FAA SAFE program at our 
club house. No date was set. 
Our speaker from SBN Airport 
Security had a scheduling conflict 
and couldn’t attend our meeting.  
Doctor Bart, supervisor of BSA 
Winter Merit Badge Camp, made a 
surprise visit &  gave the 865 a 
certificate of appreciation in 
thanks of our participation in the 
Aviation Merit Badge program. 
New Business  
Bill Ortman volunteered to prepare 
a future present on a local WW-2 
fighter pilot fighter. He is a pilot 
w i t h  m a n y  d e c o r a t i o n s , 
promotions and has done 103 
Missions in a P-47. 
Tom Huizinga asked if it was 
possible to insulate the whole 
hangar to make it a better work 
and storage environment. 
The upcoming Fly-ins were 
discussed and a committee was 
formed to spice up the next fly-ins 
with some creative new ideas that 
would make our fly-in more 
attractive and interesting. 
Committee members are Chad 
Strauss, Ralph Ballard, Bob Baird 

Minutes (Continued from page 1) and others also showed interest. 
Ralph asked if the board members 
would still like to meet on the last 
Saturday of month. A survey 
among board members will be 
conducted by telephone. 
It was proposed by John Ritter to 
have a few more meetings & 
discussions to decide what & when 
modifications to hangar will be 
done while waiting for better 
weather.  
 The BSA has provided us with new 
acquaintances which will be future 
speakers. We also met a man who 
could arrange a tour of Boeing 
hangar in Gary. We met an 
individual who was a passenger on 
a high jacked airliner in the 1970’s.  
Concerning the Boeing Hangar, we 
would need to provide a list of 
names & addresses for the Boeing 
security. 
The trip to the Indianapolis 
Speedway Museum was discussed 
for February. 
Bill Baird brought a discussion to 
put a Chapter 865 page on Face 
book communication. 
Bob Baird said he would call the 
Air Zoo for a tour of the restoration 
area by next meeting. 
Motion to close meeting at 8:05 by 
Jim Van Hulle, seconded by Mr 
Green. Hot dogs & ice cream cones 
were served. 

well. Maybe he’ll do up some 
homemade bread, pumpkin & ham 
soup (maybe), and his own 
sausage chili. Who knows till next 
week. 
          Our friend, Dave Cooper 
ground schooled with Bob Baird 
and passed the Sport Pilot written 
exam at Goshen Airport. Way to 
go Dave! Dave has some 
technology and skills that may 
help get the new simulator booted 
up. Bob Baird is also talking with 
the a ATC controller at Elkhart 
and he has agreed to be a speaker 
at one of our meetings. Bob is also 
talking to the local FSDO (Flight 
Standards District Office) Sam 
Heiter and we’re going to put on a 
FAA SAFE program but no date 
has been set yet. Bob has been 
putting in a lot of study time to 
finally complete his CFI-A 
(Certified Flight Instructor 
Airplane) and is scheduled for the 
practical flight and oral exam in 
mid February. He said that the last 
guy he knows of that took the test, 
Al Todd, took 2 ½ days of oral and 
flight tests with the FAA to 
complete it! YIKES! Good luck 
Dad! 
          The FAA breakfast club 
continues to meet every Thursday 
morning for breakfast at different 
restaurants at 9 AM. Six to ten 
guys show up every time and it’s 
always a great conversation and 
good food. Call Herb if you would 
like to join with us. 
          Well, now you see what I 
mean. A lot of things are 
happening between the buns, 
between the meetings I mean. 
Things are getting done and we 
have the beginnings of a new great 
year. I’m looking forward to 
seeing you at the next meeting 
because we have lots of stuff to 
show off and some good chili to 
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the only one that worked! Cha 
Ching! So at the next meeting we 
can have a demonstration and a few 
movie clips. Later we can do a 
movie night. Also at the next 
meeting is the Chili supper! I have 
all kinds of international cooking 
experience so I plan to make a great 
batch. My partner and dad has 
something cooked up to bring as 

Prez sez (Continued from page 1) 



of which had caved-in and was 
leaking fuel vapor, was too 
extensive to have been caused by a 
bird, and that they would all be 
dead if they had struck another 
conventional airplane, passenger 
Mike Chipman, a part owner of the 
Arizona Diamondbacks baseball 
team, surmised the truth. "I knew 
there were gliders all over the 
place ... the only thing I could 
figure when we realized it wasn't a 
bird was that it was a glider," he 
said. DiZio and the Chipmans said 
they did not panic after the crash. 
"Things go through your mind, but 
it was sort of like a dream," DiZio 
said." There was nothing we could 
do. We just sort of went calm." "I 
did some deep breathing and said 
a few prayers," Evy Chipman said, 
"Though I was aware of the 
damage to the wing, there wasn't 
much I could do," said Mike 
Chipman. "The pilots clearly had it 
under control, but it certainly had 
my attention."  

  Though the passengers didn't 
know it at the time, the starboard 
engine had failed. Moreover, part of 
the glider had ripped its way 
through the plane's nose and into 
the instrument dash, causing it to 
burst into the pilot's face and lap. 
Despite a gash to her chin, pilot 
Annette Saunders remained in 
control throughout the remainder 

of the flight, even after a two-foot 
piece of the nose structure had 
bent its way in front of the cockpit 
window. After passing the Carson 
City Airport , the pilot swung the 
plane around to bring it in for an 
emergency landing. As they 
leveled-out, the co-pilot turned and 
yelled over the noise that they had 
lost control of their landing gear 
and would skid to a halt on the 
aircraft's belly.  

Though passengers assumed the 
emergency position, they said the 
landing could not possibly have 
been better. "The landing was as 
smooth as you could imagine, not 
even a bump," DiZio said. "We 
stayed on the runway right up to 
the end, so she (the pilot) must 
have had that just perfectly lined-up 
even with the crosswinds    Glider 
pilot Hirao was found unharmed by 
Washoe Tribal Police.  

 A GLIDER AT 16000 FT? 
 The mood couldn't have been more 
relaxed aboard an executive jet 
carrying three Incline residents as it 
began its descent towards Reno-
Tahoe International Airport Monday 
afternoon. Mike Chipman was dozing 
while his wife, Evy, read a book. 
Steve DiZio was also reading and 
occasionally looked-up to check the 
flight's progress on a GPS read-out. 
Then, they heard what sounded like 
an explosion coming from the 
cockpit. The cabin depressurized 
and the plane veered to the right 
before going into a steep dive. "The 
pilot had just put on the seat belt 
sign, and a few minutes afterwards 
there was this explosion ...a really 
loud bang or crash from the 
cockpit," recalled DiZio, a retired 
h igh-tech star t -up manager. 
Traveling from the Carlsbad Airport 
in San Diego , the Hawker 800XP jet 
struck a glider in a mid-air collision 
at 16,000 feet over the Pine Nut 
Mountains southeast of Carson 
City . The accident, which took place 
at about 3:10 pm., destroyed the jet's 
nose cone and the glider whose 
pilot, Japanese citizen and 30-year 
glider veteran, Akihiro Hirao, 
parachuted safely back to earth. The 
pilot quickly brought the jet back 
under control as the three startled 
passengers secured their oxygen 
masks. After deducing that the 
damage to the starboard wing, part 
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Chapter Treasurer, Ivan Truyeart’s RV8 
Corvette V8 power plant. Vroom, 
Vroom! I want a ride. 

eat. Also, one of my daughters is 
joining the club Tuesday night. 
Thanks for everything, Bill Baird.  
 PS.. Don’t forget to bring an extra 
twenty bucks sometime soon to cover 
next year’s dues. Treasury needs a 
few bucks after buying the video 
projector and paying winter utilities. 
Thanks. 

I love airplanes  
By Iona Baird 

   The first thing I want to say is that I 
love airplanes and I’m going to be a 
pilot! Thanks to grandpa (Bob Baird) 
for making this possible. I have flown 

Prez (Continued from page 2) an airplane two times and I loved 
every bit of it. If you want to know 
more about me my mom is Anne-
Caroline Baird and my dad is Bill 
Baird who also inspires me. When 
I’m sixteen I want to solo in an 
airplane. It’ll take a lot of lessons. I 
also want to parachute out of an 
airplane when I’m sixteen. Many of 
my class mates say I’m too young 
to fly an airplane and it’s too 
dangerous. I ignore them when 
they say that.  For me, airplanes are 
my passion and I plan to be a pilot.  
I will see you all at the next EAA 
865 meeting and would like to 
become a official member.  
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2011 Calendar of Events 
Feb. 8-Chapter 865’s annual Chili Supper, 7p  
Feb 26– Plymouth Mettetal Airport Frostbite Chili 
Fly-in. EAA Chapter 113. Call Tom Smith 734-459-9654 

MAY, 7 Fly-in Breakfast  Midland   
Jack Barstow Airport (IKW) 7:00 - 11:00  989-835-5828, 
jt@barstowairport.com  

MAY, 21 Lapeer   DuPont-Lapeer Airport (D95) 7:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Fly-in/drive-in breakfast. Sponsored by 
EAA Chapter 1303. Call Gary Butler 810-664-6966.  

MAY, 29 Lake City  Home Acres Sky Ranch (Y91) 7:00 - 
11:00 Fly-in Breakfast  248-496-7132, 
homeacres.Y91@gmail.com  

June 26-EAA Chapter 865 Fly-In Breakfast 

July 23 & 24-Willow Run Airport. 13th Annual 
Thunder Over Michigan Air Show. U.S. Navy Blue Angels 
and a salute to the 100th anniversary of U.S. Naval 
aviation. 9am to 5pm. Visit www.yankeeairmuseum.org/
airshow for regular updates. Sponsored by the Yankee Air 
Museum. Call 734-483-4030.  

An early morning dusting of snow gave way to sunny skies over 
EAA's Pioneer Airport for the annual EAA Skiplane Fly-In. Light 
winds helped kick up a bit of powder as each of the 30 aircraft 
touched down on a runway in perfect conditions with 4 inches of 
snow pack. The crisp January air that reached 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit gave the air an extra bite, but it was countered by the 
warm enthusiasm of approximately 250 fly-in and drive-in attendees.  ^ Source: EAA e-Hotline ^> 


