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A Chili Supper February 
Ahhhhhhhhh! The smell of hot 
fresh made chili! Come to the 
meeting, Tues., Feb.9, 7:00PM, 
in our hangar. Bring your 
family , a side or dessert, of 
whatever you enjoy with chili. 
The Officers will supply the 
chili. We’ll have drinks and 
tableware for you. We’ll also 
have a speaker and a lot of 
fellowship. 
Last Month: 
Attendance—12 
Treas. Report—Approved 
Nov. Minutes—Approved 
Old Business—Ivan Truyaert 
volunteered to be interim 
Treasurer. Discussed portable 
toilet for hangar, tabled. We 
recognized the work party for the 
nice job done on the meeting 
room trim. 
New Business: 
The Feb. meeting will also be our 
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 Sheryl Vance, Ed’s wife. We are pleased to share that Sheryl has been 
making slow and steady progress each day this week.  She has awakened 
from her coma, however responses to her environment remain localized and 
limited.  Overall, her condition continues to stabilize with increasing periods 
of alertness, with her eyes remaining open for longer amounts of time each 
day.  Due to the type of traumatic brain injury, her ability to interact with 
her environment is still quite limited and we expect her condition to 
continue to progress slowly.  She is now ready to transition from ICU to the 
long term acute care facility at the Lakeland Specialty Hospital in Berrien 
Center.  The doctors still recommend no flowers or visitors at this 
time.  Cards, notes, or letters are always welcome and may be sent to: PO 
Box 56, Berrien Springs, MI 49103. 

 

A few thoughts. By Ralph Ballard 
I would like the Chapter to be more 
involved in civic things and one idea 
I had was to start an ‘Adopt a 
Veteran’ program. Most of you now 
know who Charlie Hudson is, and 
some of you have visited him in the 
nursing home. If we would identify 
the Vets in our local nursing homes 
and pick one day a month to visit 
them, I think we could brighten up 
an otherwise boring  existence. Just 
chat listen to their stories and take 
them some magazines or videos. 
Believe me, you will get just as 
much out of it as the Vets. 
   Another thing I would like to see is 
for each Chapter member to take 
turns giving about a 5 minute talk on 
themselves, their projects, their 
experiences or dreams about 
aviation. Now don’t let the 
adrenaline start to flow! You are 
among friends. And as friends we 
want to know more about you. 
   Finally, I’d like all of you to 
seriously think about running for an 
office in the Chapter. The bi-annual 
elections for all positions are this 
year. Most of your officers have held 
one or another office for many years. 
Part of the enjoyment of EAA 
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There is something to be said for 
totally over scheduling yourself. I 
seem to do it all the time, every 
day. There are some real 
advantages. Sometimes you miss 
meetings that you didn’t want to 
attend anyway. Being busy you 
either forgot or couldn’t make the 
meeting anyway. You often miss 
meals that you shouldn’t be 
packing away…. anyway. You get 
to eat a lot of fast food. Your over 
stuffed schedule gives you a 
continuous excuse for being scatter 
brained and disorganized which 
you probably would be anyway. 
You’re so over busy that you don’t 
have to deal with many friends, 
relatives or on-lookers trying to 
plan your day for you, modify your 
schedule or try to plug more events 
in your busy day. They know, 
there’s fat chance for that. If 
you’re a really an obsessive 
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Members at the Jan. meeting agreed 
to, form a committee, and fly Young 
Eagles. We watched a B-17 preflight.  

Dues Is 
Due! $20 
per family 



membership is being involved 
(being an insider if you will). 
Honestly, the time spent on 
leadership is minimal, but very 
rewarding. Any new officer would 
have a willing mentor to be 
available to help in any situation. 
Possibly the outgoing officer would 
be willing to take on chairmanship 
of an event, such as a Fly-In or 
Young Eagles Rally, now done by 
the officers themselves. Spreading 
the work, would also give everyone 

Thoughts (Continued from page 1) benefit is that I’m wrung out at 
night. At the end of the day I’m 
totally worn out and usually sleep 
deep and well. You see I just don’t 
go to bed, I crash. Give chaos a try, 
there are a lot of benefits. Finally, 
being so busy gives you an excellent 
excuse to do nothing, you simply 
don’t have time for anything else.  

Last month brought us some 
interesting things. We brought home 
a great Piper TriPacer PA122-150, 
N6724B from Detroit. This will be 
great for the club and for Young 
Eagle Flights. It belongs to Bob 
Rodgers. Congratulate him on a fine 
purchase! Boy! Is this a nice plane 
to fly. The Ground School is going 
great and I’m so proud of the 
students who will be passing their 
Private Pilot Knowledge Test in 
about five weeks. About eight to ten 
people will graduate. Wow! Also I 
passed my Commercial Test at 
Andrews University with a 97%. (I 
wanted a 100% so bad.) I will be 
flight training in a Piper Arrow real 
soon and plan to go to Chicago 
American Flyers School in March! I 
will be a CFI/CFII in June if not 
overwhelmed and tripped up by 
chaos in this next two months.  

So what else is on the schedule for 
this month and the next meeting? 
There’s a meeting on Tuesday at 
7PM for the annual chili supper 
with our families. Chili, movies, and 
a guest speaker is scheduled for 
your amusement. You’ll have a 
great time. Join us and bring a guest. 
There will be plenty to eat and fun 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EAA AND WARBIRDS OF 
AMERICA PRESENTING 
'SALUTE TO VETERANS' AT 
EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH 
2010 

EAA AVIATION CENTER, 
OSHKOSH, Wis. — (Jan. 15, 
2009) — An extensive list of 
special programs and events 
honoring America's veterans 
will be part of highlights during 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, "The 
World's Greatest Aviation 
Celebration," when the 58th 
annual event comes to Wittman 
Regional Airport in Oshkosh on 
July 26-August 1. 

A i rVenture 's  "Sa lu te to 
Veterans" is a national 
partnership led by EAA, the 
Warbirds of America, and the 
Disabled American Veterans 
(DAV). Activities will take place 
throughout the grounds during 
the week, with DAV playing a 
major role in the featured 
e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
concluding concert by actor 
Gary Sinise's "Lt. Dan Band" on 
Friday evening, July 30. 

"Those of us who enjoy the 
freedom of flight know that 
freedom comes at a cost – a 
cost borne by those who have 
served in uniform," said Tom 
Poberezny, EAA chairman/
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annual Chili Supper. Work Parties 
need to be formed for: hangar 
layout (Brian Bowen Chairman, 
Don Green, Herb Schwelnus, 
Chuck Worthan and Jerrid Burdue 
volunteered), Door repair, roof 
repair and workshop construction. 
   Spring Young Eagles Rally is 
planned, with the date to be 
announced later. Pilot volunteers 
are: Chad Strauss, Marty Preston, 
and Bob Baird, so far. The Chapter 
will pay for plane rental or fuel 
costs. A Fourth of July cookout 
was suggested, planning at a later 
date. Five members paid dues. 
Thanks. R. Ballard, Sec. 

Meetings (Continued from page 1) 

compulsive leader of the rat race 
type, some on-lookers may feel 
pity and might even offer to help 
you. For the overscheduled 
obsessive compulsive individual, 
outsiders know they don’t have 
much of a chance of squeezing any 
time out of you by asking for 
favors, another blessing. So I’m an 
over achiever, under organizer type 
with totally chaotic days of 
mismanaged schedules and goof 
ups all lined up before I even get 
out of bed. I have a totally good 
feeling about it. I do manage to get 
a few things done. And another 

Prez (Continued from page 1) 

Page 2 

Bob Rogers Tri-
Pacer…...WOW! 



president. "This is the right 
thing to do at Oshkosh, 
because AirVenture is an event 
that honors flight like no other 
and is a great opportunity to 
salute those who serve and 
have served, and ensured our 
ability to participate in aviation. 
Salute to Veterans will be one 
of the primary focuses during 
AirVenture 2010." 

All veterans and active military 
personnel who are not EAA 
members are eligible for a 
special dai ly AirVenture 
admission rate of $28 (nearly 
25 percent off the regular daily 
price). This special discount is 
only available for tickets 
purchased in advance through 
t h e  w w w . a i r ve n t u re . o rg 
website. EAA-member military 
personnel will continue to 
receive the EAA-member rate, 
the lowest adult admission rate 
available to the event. 

"DAV is honored to continue 
this wonderful partnership with 
the EAA," said DAV National 
Commander Bobby Barrera. 
"The EAA's commitment to 
honoring those who bear the 
scars of battle is truly 
remarkable." Along with the 
special admission pricing and 
Lt. Dan Band concert, other 
featured events and highlights 
during AirVenture's Salute to 
Veterans are: 

· Specially designated forums 
and speakers throughout 
the week; 

· Historic and current military 
aircraft and personalities on 
AeroShell Square; 

· A mass gathering of 

Veterans (Continued from page 2) 
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veterans for a photo 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o n 
Wednesday, July 28, and 
Friday, July 30; 

· An evening program focused 
on veterans on Wednesday, 
July 28; 

· A special air show segment 
fea tu r ing V ie tnam-era 
Warbirds on Wednesday, 
July 28; 

· An upgraded Warbird 
Aircraft Display area with 
additional programs on 
military aircraft throughout 
the week; 

· T h e  a l w a y s - p o p u l a r 
expanded Warbirds air 
shows on Friday, July 30 
and Saturday, July 31; 

· Additional programs and 
events as details are 
finalized. 

The Salute to Veterans program 
will have a "Thank A Veteran" 
focus and will coincide with the 
75th anniversaries of two 
significant U.S. military aircraft: 
The Boeing B-17 bomber and 
the Douglas DC-3 aircraft, 
which carried the C-47 (Army) 
and R-4D (Navy) designations 
during its active military service. 

FAA Revision to Sport Pilot 
Rule Mostly Favorable 

The FAA's long-awaited revisions 
to the five year-old Sport Pilot/
Light-Sport Aircraft Rule were 
published Monday, February 1, in 
the Federal Register. With the 
changes sport pilots will be 
allowed to fly higher and safer in 
mountainous regions, find it easier 
to gain towered airport experience 
in a powered parachute or weight-
shift-control aircraft, and S-LSAs 
can be used at Part 141 flight 
schools which will likely reduce 

training costs for all student pilots. 
Additionally, a key change to the 
aircraft maintenance rules will allow 
E-LSA owners whose aircraft were 
originally certified as an S-LSA to 
perform their own maintenance.          
EAA and NAFI jointly submitted 
comments to the FAA's 22 proposed 
changes and after reviewing more 
than 150 public comments the FAA 
withdrew eight proposals and 
agreed fully or in part with EAA/
NAFI recommendations on 10 
others. "The revisions to the rule 
will affect everyone differently. For 
most there will be very little change. 
But certain groups like E-LSA 
owners whose aircraft used to be 
certificated under S-LSA provisions 
should be excited since they will 
now be able to maintain and sign-
off maintenance on their own 
aircraft." said Earl Lawrence, EAA's 
vice-president of Industry and 
Regulatory Affairs. "Obviously 
there were disagreements with the 
FAA's in other areas, and EAA will 
continue to fight for changes in the 
future such as the rules on ultralight 
aeronautical experience," Lawrence 
added. EAA and NAFI's three 
primary focus points during their 
review of the proposals were to 
maintain the original intent of the 
rule; ensure continued growth of the 
technology for the pi lots, 
instructors, and repairmen; and 
ensure the continued lowering of 
economic and regulatory barriers for 
participants. The revisions are set to 
go into effect on April 2, 2010. 

EAA's comprehensive reaction to 
each of the rule changes can be read 
online. Look for EAA's in-depth 
analysis of the FAA's issued 
revisions in this week's e-Hotline. 
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Calendar of Events 
Feb. 9—865 Chili Supper, Chapter Hangar, 7PM 
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Swiss scientist-adventurer and pilot Bertrand Piccard is pictured 
unveiling the 'Solar Impulse' airplane during a ceremony in June 
last year, in Duebendorf, near Zurich. 51-year-old Piccard plans 
to fly his 'Solar Impulse' around the world over 20 to 25 days, 
traveling at an average of 70 kilometres (43 miles) an hour 

A little blast from 
the past. 
L- Paul and 
myself at an SAA 
Convention.  
R- My Son Jeff 
When the 
National Air 
Tour came to 
SBN. Lower R– 
Paul gave Dale 
and I a ride at 
Sun-N-Fun. 
Lower L– Bob 
Svorec relaxes at 
AirVenture. 


