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THE SPIRIT OF AVIATION . ST
Glen Fleming, Hero EAA Chapter 865

Home of the Heath

The February meeting will Glen Fleming was our speaker at

be held on Monday the 9th, athe January meeting. Over twenty The
7:30 pm, in our hangar. There willmeémbers and guests braved snowp q-,
be a Chili Supper, with chili and cold to listen to Glen talk about
provided by the officers and othehis experiences as a fighter and S€Zz
foods by the members. If your laggomber pilot in the Pacific. He flew By
name begins with A to L, pleas@nostly off of the Enterprise and wasBob Baird
bring a salad, M to Z, a deserengaged in battle at the Coral Sea

Our Speaker will be Ed Brennarﬁ.nd Midway. He told us that he flew
missionary pilot. On the agendaVildcats, the FAF, and Hellcats, thBe Syre to Read This
Room project, Fund raising™6F. He gave us some persong|ovsletter!

raffles, hangar security, membepsight to the tactics ( you tried t0 o many .things are happening
responsibilities, Sunday meetinggget the other guy before he gotyou ), ..\ o hardly cram them into a
Last Month, there was noThe ordinance, ( they used, o gmhie ‘and timely article.
business meeting. A Boardltérnating tracer, armor piercing mugs, | want this newsletter to
meeting was held on the 26th dind exploding bullets ). Finding youf. <o o' of the more important

Jan. See minutes on page 3. (Continued on page 2) o ¢ that affects each of us and to

get some feedback from you. Read
it! Respond to it.

Let's celebrate for a moment,
2008. It was a banner year for the
eight, six, five. We had successful
fly-ins and events because of good
volunteers, because of good
planning, because we have a
consistent and good food product,
and because we had good weather.
Our events were successful in
2008.

Here are some of the highlights of
2008. We began a major
improvement on our meeting room

(Continued on page 2)

Left, Glen Fleming (middle), watches Bob
try to figure out Bruce Landy’s camera.

Contents Dues are due and can be paid at the meeting,
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Glen (Continued from page 1) Prez Sez C(ontinued from page 1)
Carrier upon return, ( they told ycand work shop. We also had increasing numbers ratn@etings and in
the co-ordinates that they would new memberships in 2008. We had many brand newntesus that will
at ), and he had 5 kills and seve be consistent helpers in the future. We had mapmations 2008 to our
probables, ( they only counte Chapter that will change our future for the betdech the Shopsmith
what showed up on your guwork station. We probably had overall recaderage attendance at our
camera ). Bob had a Victory at S meetings. At one of our meetings last year we ety foeople or more
segment on the Battle of Midwe show up. We probably gave a record numbers ofaimlides last year,
that we watched. How much moincluding Young Eagle flights, and we were honovgth several new
inspiring it was to have a veterispeakers. We had a Boredom Fighter in the Appléivadéarade. We
of that battle sitting in our mids had Chris Mikos graduate from ground school andgdishe FAA test.
Glen shot down two Zeros in th We made friends with some amazing WW-2 veterans wdwght
battle. Later in the War, he wivaliantly in historic WW-2 battles. Wow! What a yka
sent back to the States, for rocl But we were far from perfect. Last year we learaddt and in hind sight
attack training in the TBM-3, we could have done better. We did well but we raot at a place to
which featured strengthened win where we can rest on our past successes hopingvilearry us through
to allow rockets and radar pods 2009. We should begin this year with a plan, witlalg, and with some
be carried. On the day before t modifications to our organization in mind. So tHécers and directors
Atom bomb destroyed Hiroshim met to set some goals for the 865, to set someegiings, develop a
Glen was attacking the mainland budget and express some of our overall hopes, dreawch wishes for our
a TBM-3 when he was several club.
wounded in the foot. His cre'What are these new goals? Where will they takeAsi?yourself, what
patched him up and gave hidoes the 865 need from me? What can | do? Firsivarg you to be at
some morphine. He flew till the meetings and share with us your opinions so wecoastantly maintain a
ran out of gas, and successfu healthy, dynamic organization. We want our membersxperience and
landed in the ocean. After fivbe involved in the experimental aircraft aviatiomvement. Sink your
hours they were picked up by teeth into this. In all probability a Boredom Fightwill be test flown. A
submarine. Glen confided in Bo second will be on wheels. We want satisfied EAA rhems who are
that after he was out of the servicenriched by being in the 865 with the use of oulility, engaged in our
he never had the desire to iprojects, our airplanes, having fun in our felloysh and to be
again. Glen’s granddaught participating in our aviation focused activitiétlp us do that.
convinced him to go up with heHere’s some of the stuff that’s being kicked arauMg have set a date to
and Bob in the Skyhawk. Whe bring meeting room to it's the next stage. The retage is the drywall,
Bob handed over the controls electric, lighting, windows & doors, and sub-flofanished. Need some
Glen, he flew as if he’d nevehelp to basically having the place ready to paimd @ecorate. Does
stopped. This brought a thrill ar anyone have some sub-flooring they could donateugim for a 16 x 24
big grin to her and Bob. foot room? We also need a deal on carpet and caguiding. All the
TBM-3 and F4F paint we need has been donated. We have all theriadatto complete
drywall, wiring and lighting of the meeting room.
During the next meeting we’ll set the dates forv&e Pilot Ground
School to begin to meet again. We'll decide whera when. It's free for
our members! This is one of the benefits of bemthe 865.
We need a porch to protect the outside side daon fmoisture and Jim
Van Hulle has a design in mind. We need furtheairspon roof in spring
and | believe we can push that old roof for a fearenyears.
Right now our treasury funds are low and we neezbtserve what'’s left
to have seed money for the fly-ins. We need heli wuccessful fund
raisers.
Because the treasury is at low ebb, we ask thaiggltheir dues. Also, all
(Continued on page 3)
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Prez Sezcontinued from page 2) Board Meeting, 01/26/09
members must be current on their EAA dues and meships at Brought to order at 7:43pm
headquarters. This is very important for our ineaeacoverage and to dBresent: Baird, Ballard, Van Hulle,
things the right way. We plan for the shop to bey\ative this summerderry Berdue, Jerrid Berdue, J.
SO we are going to emphasize this by encouragingbees to help onBowhuis, Huizinga.
one of the projects. Treas. Report: Checking—
Very important! At next meeting there will be a discussion on nmmept$1047.92, Savings—81.00
on Sunday afternoons, 2-4 PM, instead of MondaptsigRight now weOld Business:
are in conflict with Civil Air Patrol meetings, ande have a few Room finishing will be as time
members who cannot come to our meetings on Mondayta permits. A work party will be
Personally, | believe this will lead to more visgdlying their airplanes  called to organize and clean
to our meetings, more airplane rides after meetingsre potluck style  hangar.
foods, and BBQ's. | believe that Sunday afternoaetimgs will lead to~ Changing the Monthly meeting
membership expansion. Come and vote on it at axirmeeting on 7:30, to a Sunday, will be brought up
Monday evening. for a vote at the next
Next meeting will be our annual chili supper megtamd we have a great membership meeting.
missionary pilot who is deployed in the Philippinédéis name is EdNew Business:
Brennan. Come and enjoy this fascinating speakdrtha good chili- A motion was made and
supper that will be provided by the club officéBeb seconded to accept a Conflict
of Interest Policy for the
Chapter as copied from the IRS
website. Passed
A plan was made to have
fundraising raffles at all
meetings.
A security issue was brought
up, in that, due to insurance
issues, only members of both
the National EAA, and EAA
Chapter 865, Inc., with a valid
membership card, may use the
hangar and any guest must be
accompanied by same.
The following events will be
planned: chili supper, spring
Young Eagles Rally, open
house, cookout/flyabout, June
: . Fly-In, 4th of July hangar
Top—Glen listens as picnic, Chapter AirVenture

Bob introduces him.
Top L—Don Green

and Bob Rogers sharg

some wisdom. Botton]
The members listen
intently to Glen and
ask questions.
Above—Mitsubishi
A6M3 Zero wreck,
abandoned at Munda
Airfield, Central

Solomons, 1943
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camp, picnic at Tom Gahans,
Fall Fly-In, Christmas Party.
Chairman are needed for
each of these events!
Volunteer, or risk the
dreaded APOINTMENT!
( It's really fun to be

involved.)

Adjourned 9:15pm



A U.S. Navy Grumman F6F-3 Hellcat

Japanese A6M5 Type 0 Model 52

Manufacturer Mitsubishi
Designed by Jiro Horikoshi
First flight 1 April 1939

Introduction July 1940

Retired 1945 (Japan)
Produced 1940-1945
Number built 11,000
Variants Nakajima A6M2-N

TheGrumman F6F Hellcatwas acarrierbasedighter
aircraftdeveloped to replace the earligtF Wildcatin

United States Navgervice. Although the F6F bore a
family resemblance to the Wildcat, it was a congdiet
new design powered by a 2,000 P@tt & Whitney R-
2800 Some tagged it as the "Wildcat's big brother"

Rabaul: A6M3 Zeros from carriéiuikakuare preparing for a mission,

Hiroyoshi Nishizawa in his A6M3 Model 22 over thel&mon Islands, 1943

EAA chapters have played an important role in the
organization's growth and developmentWe are inviting all
chapters to donate items that can be used to dieateAA
Chapters Display in the Founders' Wing. Suggesesus
include patches (historic or current), pins, srpaliters or flyers,
or photos. (Please include identification on subediphotos.)
Items should be relatively flat and measure nodathan 11
inches x 17 inches. Submitted items will be congddor
display, and anything not used will become pathefpermanen
collection. (Items cannot be returned.)

Please send your contributions to Ron Twellma®.ABox
3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086.

Calendar of Events
Feb. 9—Chapter meeting/Chili Supper, 7:30pm
June 28—Chapter 865 Fly-In/Breakfst, Niles 3TR
July 4&5—Ch. 585 Breakfast, Steak fry, Campout
July 27 to Aug. 2—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL
RALPH @ 269-684-0972

Pilots Progress is published each month by Experinmgal
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located inNiles MI.
The contents are for the use, education and enjoymeof the
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of matéals
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of thecontributor
and does not necessarily reflect the position of @lpter 865
or the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit artias for
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles fo
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetingsra held at
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lalke St.,
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter

PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209)

VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479)

TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699)
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below)

Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com

Board of Directors:

All Officers

Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171

Gerry Weiringa—269-683-7718

Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533)




