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EAA 865 BSA Ventur ing 
NOTICE! The Feb. 
Meeting will be held at 
Tiny Tots, 2459 Yankee 
St. two blocks west of the M-60 
Bypass, on Monday, Feb. 11, 
7:30PM. Jerry and Jerrid Berdue 
have made more progress on their 
Boredom Fighter, and would like 
to show the members what 
they’ve accomplished. We want 
to discuss the upcoming hangar 
projects and approve a budget. 
We want to get member approval 
to begin the process of forming a 
BSA Venturing Crew. We would 
like member input on this years 
Fly-ins and  having an entry in the 
Apple Festival Parade. If you still 
have an interest in the Chapter, 
please attend. These are very 
important matters, and we’ ll need 
the members help and support.  
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I f you were ever  a Boy Scout or  
Gir l Scout, you probably know 
how much these organizations 
mean to young people.  
   For me, growing up without a dad, 
it meant a great deal. I learned a lot 
from my Scout Masters, and I 
remember them to this day, Red 
Goodenow, Bob Kring, and Jim 
Warren,  (Mrs. Toner was my Cub 
Den Mother). Our Chapter has an 
opportunity to mean something to 
another generation of young people. 
   Aaron Bradford spoke at our last 
meeting about sponsoring a BSA 
Venturing Crew. Venturing is a 
youth development program of the 
Boy Scouts of America for young 
men and women who are 14 (and 
have completed the eighth grade) 
through 20 years of age. 
Venturing©s purpose is to provide 

(Continued on page 2) 

Here we go again mugs, another 
newsletter.  I wonder if I can hold 
your attention through the whole 
thing. I’m so busy that I prefer to read 
everything in HEADLINE FORMAT. 
BING! BING! BING! BING! DONE! 
You’ re probably just as busy. So chill 
out, relax for a minute, kick back, 
spread your toes, hold your nose, and 
catch up on the 865’s news. Things 
are going on out here, mugs, things 
that you will be happy to hear about. 
Remember, I ended the last news 
letter with the theme, “End the year 
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The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

At the last meeting, Aaron Bradford ® 
watches Bob explain the wing j ig. Jer r id 
is shown, testing a piece of spar  wood to 
destruction. 

Suppor t Your 
Chapter  

T-Shir ts—$10 
Sweatshir ts—$15 

Dues Are Due, $20 per  
member  or  family! 

Br ing to the meeting or  mail 
to: 

 
Dale Neddeau, 69744 

Sherman St., Edwardsburg 
MI  49112 



while in gear.”  I urged you and 
myself not to let winter weather shut 
your creativity down. I had a fear of 
hibernating over the winter months 
and then getting a slow start for 
spring, 2008. That would be a 
bummer, aye! Well, that kick starter I 
was trying to work on you really 
worked wonders for me. I managed to 
poke around all winter long and get 
some things accomplished and put a 
few new irons in the fire. First, my 
foremost and my most formidable 
goal is to become a commercially 
rated, CFI/CFII by spring. I’m only a 
little behind schedule and progress is 
being made every week. So I should 
be giving flying lessons at 3TR in 
May or June.  I will continue to 
pursue whatever it takes to be a LSA 
instructor as well. There are also 
hopes of buying a legal LSA to rent 
out and give instructions in. Wouldn’ t 
we all love to have one of those new 
Cessna LSA’s to have at our disposal? 
We had a nice interview a few weeks 
ago with a reporter from the Daily 
Star. She’d doing an article about our 
VP. News flash! A teenager who’s 
building a WW-1 replica biplane! 
Well, that’s what happening. Ralph 
and I might have our noses is a 
newspaper picture along with Jerrid. 
The 865 will probably be mentioned 
in the article but Jerrid is the focus of 
the article. Jerrid will be available to 
sign autographs at the next pancake 
breakfast. By the next meeting you 
will see more Boredom fighter parts. 
They’re beautiful! Enough wood has 
been ordered to complete one with a 
substantial amount left over. The 
leftovers make the small parts. For 
example, five Boredom Fighters 
require 20 wingtip bows, 20 spars, 10 
ailerons, and 5 engine cowlings! 
Yikes! Be at the next meeting or miss 
out on the Boredom Fighter action! 
Everybody I’ ve seen looking at the 
Boredom sub-assemblies gives them a 
nice round of OOH’s and AAH’s. The 
airplane factory is in business! 
Another of my goals is to finish and 
then fly the MiniMax to Oshkosh, this 
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positive experiences to help young 
people mature and to prepare them 
to become responsible and caring 
adults. 
Venturing is based on a unique and 
dynamic relationship between 
youth, adul t  l eaders, and 
o r gan i z at i o n s i n  t h ei r 
communities. Local community 
organizations establish a Venturing 
crew by matching their people and 
program resources to the interests 
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year. I want to sell the MiniMax 
ultimately but I’m not going to be 
selfish with seat time in it in the mean 
time. I would like a team of us to fly 
and to share flying it at Oshkosh. The 
ultralight pattern up there is a lot of 
fun. Been in it a few times. It’ ll take 
someone driving with gas cans in a car, 
a few guys, a few spares parts, and 
someone flying the plane. If we took 
along a few two way radios to talk to 
each other and cell phones we’d have a 
great time! Then, after getting there, 
sharing the flying at Oshkosh would 
put the frosting on the cake. Gonna 
take a lot to team work to pull that off. 
Won’ t be able to get it done alone. Are 
you interested? Also, I believe we will 
have a Boredom fighter ready for a 
float in the Apple Festival Parade. No 
kidding, I really believe that! But again 
it’ ll that 865 team work. One can©t do 
it, all can do it together. Well there are 
other things to talk about. A Boy Scout 
Ventures group may get interested in 
working in sync with us on some 
projects. (Like a parade float with a 
couple planes on it.) There are going to 
be some extensive repairs and 
improvements done on the hangar this 
year, roof, new door & workshop. 
Meanwhile, Ralph & I are partners on 
the old Kennedy Hangar and that will 
help unclog our work space in the 
EAA hangar. This will also give us the 
room to make some improvements on 
the 865 hangar and we have a little 
money to invest in all of this thanks to 
the success of last year’s fund raisers 
and the volunteers who helped pull 
them off. Bob 

From the Desk of  
Neil C. Coulston, Public Works 

Director , City of Niles 
It is expected that a contract for 
rehabilitation of runway 14/32 will 
soon be awarded to Northern 
Construction Services Corporation 
of Niles for their low bid of 
$128,626. They will be removing 
and repl aci ng deteri orated 
pavement near the south end of the 
runway, installing geogrid and 
geotextile material, crack sealing, 
and applying runway pavement 
markings. Work is expected to be 
completed this spring and will 
require the closing of the runway 
for approximately 2 weeks. State 
and federal funds wil l  pay 
$125,410 of the cost, with local 
airport funds paying the remaining 
balance. Navigation easements 
from National-Standard Co. have 
been secured which will allow us 
to remove obstructions (trees) 
from the approach to runway 14. It 
is expected that tree trimming or 
removal work will be completed in 
early spring. We have been 
working on this project for a few 
years and are very pleased that we 
will be able to wrap it up in the 
near future. Federal, state and local 
funds are being used to pay for the 
work. 

This is a picture of your  editor  flying the 
Weedhopper over  Wolver ton Field, which 
happened many times. But no picture of it was 
ever  taken! Questions? See me at the meeting. 



helps develop a one-year 
program. The crew©s one-
year program is reviewed 
and adopted.  

4. The organization©s top 
executive writes a personal 
letter to each young adult 
selected from the survey, or 
identified through other 
recruitment efforts, and 
invites the youth and their 
parents to attend an 
organizational meeting. 
This letter is followed by a 
personal phone invitation 
from a member of the 
organization to each 
prospective youth.  

5. The first meeting is held, 
involving young adults, the 
adult committee, and 
selected consultants. Adult 
Advisors share the program 
plans with the new 
Venturers (youth) and 
discuss member 
involvement and leadership 
roles through the election 
of youth officers. 

I ask each chapter member to 
attend the Feb. meeting so that we 
can make a final decision on this 
important program, which will 
make us truly, a community 
organization. 

Minutes from last meeting 
6 members 4 guests 
Old Business: 
Hangar repair, tabled to research 
the best way to repair roof and 
entrance door. 
Meeting lounge and work shop, 
Board will present plans and cost 
to members at next meeting. 
New Business: 
It was agreed to have an entry in 
the 2008 Apple Fest Parade. 
Aaron Bradford of the BSA gave a 
presentation on how to sponsor a 
Venturing Crew. Members present 
were in favor of moving ahead 
with this project. One Advisor and 
two Committee members are 
needed from the Chapter. 
 
We welcomed Tom Huizinga into 
the Chapter.  

of young people in the community. 
The result is a program of exciting 
and meaningful activities that helps 
youth pursue their special interests, 
grow, develop leadership skills, and 
become good citizens. Venturing 
crews can specialize in a variety of 
avocation or hobby interests. 
   Our Chapter has the opportunity 
and the assets to sponsor a 
Venturing Crew. The only question 
is, do we have the backing and 
support of the members. 
I propose that we: 
1. Sponsor a Venturing Crew. 
2. We support it by allowing it to 

use our facilities. 
3. We pay the $10 EAA youth 

membership for each crew 
member. 

4. We incorporate the crew into 
our fund raising activities, 
sharing the proceeds. 

Organizing a Venturing crew is 
easy to do. Just follow these steps: 

1. A survey is conducted 
annually in community high 
schools to determine 
students© recreational, 
hobby, and avocation 
interests.  

2. A meeting is called of key 
people within an 
organization, with a 
Scouting representative in 
attendance. The 
representative explains the 
Venturing program, 
describes the key volunteer 
leader positions, and plans 
the recruiting of adult 
leaders.  

3. The crew committee and 
Advisors are recruited and 
meet with the Scouting 
representative. 
Responsibilities of adult 
leaders are explained. The 
Scouting representative also 
discusses program ideas and 
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16X20 Meeting lounge, 
insulated with finished 
walls and ceiling, carpeted 

12X24 Workshop, heated, insulated 
finished walls and ceiling. Double 
doors to meeting room and hangar 

Estimated mater ials cost for  
both rooms will run between 
$1300.00 and $1600.00 
depending on quality and our  
scrounging ability 

< 44’  > 

^ 
40’  
v Chapter  Hangar , main room 

24’  X 20’   
28’  X 24’  
Total = 1152 sq. ft. 
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contr ibutor  and does not necessar ily reflect the 
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Calendar of Events 
 
Feb. 11—Chapter  Meeting @ Tiny Tots 
March 10—Chapter  Meeting 
Apr il 14— Chapter  Meeting 
May 12—Chapter  Meeting 
June 9—Chapter  Meeting 
June 22—Chapter  865 Fly-In Breakfast(3TR) 
July 28 to Aug. 3—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 
Sept. 20—Chapter  865 Fly-In Breakfast(3TR) 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Jerr id & Repor ter  Er ika Pickles 

Top R Clockwise: 
Dale N., Dick H., Ivan 
T., and Marty and 
Aaron Preston Watch 
Bob demonstrate the 
r ib shaping guide, 
while Wayne and Jim 
look over  the wing j ig. 
The r ib nose is sanded 
down and no staples 
are used, because of 
Jer ry and Jer r ids r ib 
gluing j ig using 
pencils! Cool! 


