Volume 24

Pllots Progress::..

www.eaachapter865.org

865 Christmas Party §

Niles Mich.

EAA Chapter 865
Home of the Heath

The EAA Chapter 865 BSA Aviation Merit Badge g
Christmas Party will be held at Classes The Prez
Miller's Home Café (see below), ~ Our annual Boy Scout Aviaton Gaz

on Fri., Dec. 10, 6:30PM Merit Badge Classes will be held on "5
Please call or e-mail Bob Baird wed. and Thurs., Dec. 29 and 30, s op éair q

(269-684-7209 home, 574-339- our hangar from 9AM till 4PM. All
9991 cell, gwflyer@aol.com), if members are invited to help out. Bill
you plan 10 come o we can give Balrd_has agreed to lead the class ﬁ?anksgiving, Christmas! Love these
them an idea of attendance_. he did last year. The kids reall¥10Iidaysl What a great time of the
The Dec. Board Meetlng'wnl pe _enjoy Iearn_ing and Bill doe_s a gre%ar What a great way to end the
held on our regular meeting nightiob  teaching and keeping theifear. We kind of ended last year with
Tues., Dec. 14, 7PM. Newly attention. a great Christmas party in our (at that
elected officials should attend, somMore details and ; time) new meeting room. The new
we can co-ordinate the transfer ogign-up sheet at meeting room was warm, nice
‘Power’:-) The Board looking, and full of food and
Last Month: Meeting on Dec. Christmas decorations. Even though
Present: 17 members 2 guests 14, in the hangar *: our new meeting room was much
(Continued on page 2) ' (Continued on page 2)

—
Miller's Home Cafe 110 East Michigan |
Street, New Carlisle, IN 46552 (thisis US 20 &
and goes right through town). Members and |
their families are invited. Everyone pays
their own way.
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Contents AboveKen Matrtin, history buff extraordinaire, was

1 Meetings, BSA, Prez Sez, Ken Martin our speaker last meeting. Ken gave us some

2 Prez Sez cont., Meetings cont. fascinating insights into many eras of warfare, wit
3 Thank You, Flight an emphasis on air combat. He brought along a
4

Calendar, Disclaimer and Contact Info. tremendous collection of autographed pictures of




Meetings (Continued from page 1) the Niles Daily Star gave up the be stuff. There is a need for a lot of work
Treas. and Sec. report read and spread we've have for quite a whilion this project but boy, what a buy!
approved We didn’t have a lot of planes show t John Ritter made all kinds of progress
Old Business: but we did have a lot o_f people eatir on the Tiger. I_:inally, you should see
Christmas Party set for Miller's breakfast. We were bailed out and t the Boredom flghter shop' now. Wow.
Home Café. 6:30. Dec. 10. treasury now had a small but#1 has all kinds of rigging and

' ' comfortable margin. We didn't hav controls and we been musing about
Plans are to move the _Culver to enough money for a new roof but if tt what motor to buy.
B&B hangar and our Hi-Max 0 pext “fly-in went financially well, Can you believe, I've hardly
our hangar for preparation to sell. maybe we could get to it. scratched the surface on what
The 865 Board Meeting will be onwe've had a battery of good speake happened last year. After he donated
our regular meeting night, Dec. 1<this year. We almost had one ea his beautiful ShopSmith with all kinds
Bob Baird announced that he meeting like Noel Wilpon, Jerrid’<of attachments, Dick Hecklesberg
would like to give winter flights to wood bending demo, Bill Ortman'donated a large new dust collector,
all members for cost sharing, so models, and Kerry Green, a contrathanks . A Lowrance 2000 was
they can experience the awesom pilot in mid-east conflict to, mention idonated by Ivan. A new 'roof was put
beauty. few _ on the h_angar by _Darrln._Wow! It
Motion to adjourn by Wieringa . La_ter in the year we 'honored ttseems 'Ilke the |mpOSS|bI¢ was

' vets with the second fly-in breakfa:accomplished. The EAA 865 sign was

and we basically broke even after threbuilt and looks great and is certain
Prez (Continued from page 1) one. Still no money for the roof. to attract new members to the 865 and
bigger, much warmer, and much was slowed down in and on EAsmake our meeting and events more
better looking than the old Styrofoamctivates because of a lot of importa populated with visitors and members.
meeting room, we were crowdedyjstractions. Last year | got a ne A new and active board was elected to
Being over crowded is a googjtanjum and plastic knee. Then | we take the reins in 2011. The Boy Scout
problem to have, a good thing. Lagh Chicago and got my Commercic Merit Badge Program is coming up in
year's Christmas party was a gregF|A and CFIl sign off but only tooklate December. Of course, it will be
land mark for the 865. But with th@he Commercial practical exam. Naile better than ever. Wow! Wow! Wow!
beginning of 2010 we were brokejy Hopefully I'l be done with the restWhat will 2011 bring to us? How
The new room cost us all our reservgspfore the end of 2010. could 2011 be more successful than
and we needed a new roof. The year rolled on. Member additior 2010? Well, | don't know but it
Late in 2009 we did the Boy Scouts Qfere good in 2010 and the additiol probably will.
America Merit Badge Program. It wagaye become good friends and gr¢ Looking forward to seeing you at the
a great improvement over th§gjunteers. The Barfing Dogs joine Christmas Party on December 10,
previous year's program. | think thergith ys and gave us several spec6:30 PM, Miller's Home Café, New
were about thirty kids. Boy, ourgpopations and funds for Young Eag -
volunteers did a great job. We a|sﬁights. Many became very fine 86
had a good Chile supper at the hanggfempers. Wow! We love these guys
this year and we all have put dowgoc Thompson got his VariEZ flyin
some great hot dogs during OUing Jim Steer got his Sparrow projg T
meetings or at least some good iGgf the ground and flying this yea T |
cream. All you can eat was the policyRandy Baumbaugh bought a CQ@# |

I said good bye to the 1941 Skyrang@fawk with floats, skis and all kinds ¢
in 2010 but in the early months of ¥

2010, a Tri Pacer got a new hon
with us. We've done a lot of Youn
Eagle flights this year in the Tr
Pacer. There were way more fligh
this year than what most realize. Tl
PA-122-150, N6724B has turned o
to be great airplane and was bus
Bob Rodgers & | really love it.
Then our first fly-in came along an
the weather forecast wasn’'t all thgthanks to Ralph Ballard, Jon Ritter, Gerry Wieringa and Bob Baird, our

great. O Boy! Weather anxiety. Byifirrow sign has been transformed from a rusting, taered hulk, to a sharp
new, mobile beast that we can be proud of. 2




Thanks Jerrid Burdue, for your
dedication to the Chapter and your
help keeping things running
smoothly and organized. You did a
great job as our youngest officef
and we know that you'll continue to
serve where ever you can.

The panel below was put
together by my Granddaughter
Emmarie Ballard, after her

Young Eagle flight. As you car
tell, she was just blown away by
the experience, as was her frieng
Griffin.  Griffins school mates
didn't believe that he actually
flew the airplane. So this is hig
proof.

U7

A very special_ thank youto Bob Baird.
Bob’s presidency has seen our
Chapter grow from an average of 2(
members to around thirty. He's
increased the attendance throug
finding many interesting speakers
having demonstrations and food. He’
involved many younger people in ouf
Chapter. Flown countless Young
Eagles. Given many of us free flight
and free ground school. Most
importantly to me, he’s helped fill the
newsletter with his interesting,
entertaining and educational column
But he’s not going away. He’s just
moved over to Secretary. Thanks
again Bob!
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Thanks also go to Dale Neddeau fg
serving as Chapter Treasurer for

=

many years. Dale has also begn
involved in every phase of hangar
construction, improvements, andg
fundraising.
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The above pictures are from Dave Bragdon'’s collean. Thanks Dave!

Calendar of Events
Dec. 10-Chapter 865 Christmas Party, 6:30PM
Dec. 14-Chapter 865 Board Meeting, 7PM
Dec. 29&30-BSA Merit Badge class, 865 hangar, 9to4
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH @
269-684-0972

Pilots Progress is published each month by
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc,
located in Niles MI. The contents are for the use,
education and enjoyment of the chapter. No claim is
made for the accuracy of materials presented. Editaal
content is the opinion of the contributor and doesiot
necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 ahe
EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles fo
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetingsra held
at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport orLake
St., Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newvester.
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209)

VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479)

TRES.: Ivan Truyaert ( 574-273-0923)
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below)

Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles Ml 49120
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com
Board of Directors:

All Officers and:

Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171

Gerry Wieringa—269-683-7718

Brian Bowen—269-357-0006




