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Merry Christmas! 
No Meeting this month. 
Our Chapter Christmas 
Party will be on our 
meeting night, Tuesday, 
Dec. 8th, in our Hangar, 
7pm. Please bring a dish to pass, 
last name starts from A to I Bring 
a salad, J to R a vegetable, S to Z 
a desert. The Chapter will buy a 
spiral cut ham and provide drinks 
and tableware. There will be a 
small charge per person to cover 
that. Please call or email Bob 
Baird, gwflyer@aol.com, 269-
684-7209 (home), 574-339-9991 
(cell),  if you’re coming so we 
can plan.  
Last Month: 
We had 22 members and guests in 
attendance. The Treasurers report 
was made and approved. Minutes 
of the  Nov. meeting were read 
and approved. Joe and Jean Landy 
thanked the chapter for Bruce’s 
flowers 
Old Business: 
Members are invited to help cover 
and finish the Mini-Max. Some 
members volunteered to help with 
the Boy Scout merit badge class, 
to be held in our hangar on Dec. 
29 and 30. Reminder that our 
Christmas Party will be held in 
the hangar on the Dec. 8 meeting 
night.  
New Business: 
Seeking a new Chapter Treasurer, 
Ivan Truyaert volunteered to 
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May your days be Merry and 
Bright and all your Christmases 
be White and full of Flight! That’s 
Right, fly toward the Light. Sorry, 
I got carried away. But if you were 
in attendance at the November 
meeting, you heard Noel Wilton say 
something similar.  Not the 
Christmas part, but the light part. In 
his short story, “Quiet: In the Midst 
of the Storm, Noel described a flight 
he made from Jonesboro, Arkansas 
to Berrien Springs, MI, in his 
Ercoupe. He checked the weather 
and all seemed clear except for  
some predicted thunderstorm 
activity off to the west. He entered 
his intended flight path into his GPS 
and off he went. After flying for 
some time he noticed that weather 
was closing in from the west. He 
landed at the Cairo, Il Airport, only 
to find out that they had no tie down 
facilities. Not wanting his prized 
Ercoupe rolled up in a ball by a T-
storm, he took off looking for a safe 
haven. Things got worse. He was 
now flying a non-instrument airplane 
in deteriorating weather. Noel is a 
religious man and knows his 
scripture. He remembered a Psalm, 
139:,11,12. The last line says “The 
darkness and light are both alike to 
You.” Seeing some light patches in 
the darkness to the east. He checked 
his charts and found Sturgis, KY 
beyond that patch of light. So he 
flew toward the light.  
   Noel gave everyone in attendance, 

 Hey! It’s Christmas time. This year 
we will have our Christmas Party at 
the EAA Hangar Meeting Room. This 
reflects something that is good, very 
good. The 865 is expanding in good 
directions. We have been blessed this 
year with successes and challenges. 
We’ve had some wonderful and 
interesting speakers. Thank you all for 
a great year. Let us finish things off 
with a great Christmas party and be 
thinking about the New Year. For the 
party, bring a dish or a dessert or 
condiments for ham and beef 
sandwiches. We’ll also have mashed 
spuds, gravy and lots of good veggies 
which I’m asking you all to bring. 
Please bring with you veggies and/or 
a dessert. I promise it to be a 
memorable evening with a lot of good 
wholesome fun. I’m contacting each 
one of you concerning the Christmas 
party time and date which is next 
Tuesday, December 8, 2009.  

Let me continue to explain my 
enthusiasm for the 865’s successes 
this year. I’ll give you more details in 
the January newsletter but for now 
have you ever hear of a spider chart? 
I’ll explain it with a historical antidote. 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

Noel Wilton gave an 
inspiring talk about 
his encounter aloft 
with weather, fear, 
refuge and a miracle. 



temporarily fill the position. There 
will be a work party to wall off the 
workshop area, call Bob B. (591-
339-9991). Discussion about a 
porta-potty. Ralph B. will look into 
our choices. 
Meeting adjourned, 9pm. 
A reminder; Chapter dues for 
2010, will be due in January. 
Also, 2010 is an election year for 
the Chapter. Be ready to throw 
your hat in the ring!  
ARTICLE X - ELECTIONS 
A. A nominating committee consisting of 
corporation members will be formed at the 
August corporation 
meeting of election years. 
B. Selections of the nominating committee 
will published at the September meeting. 
C. Nominations from the floor will be 
accepted prior to the election at the 
October meeting. 
D. Elections of officers and directors shall 
be accomplished at the October meeting of 
the corporation 
prior to expiration of the current terms of 
office. 
E. Election to office requires a majority 
vote of members present. 
 
Before the meeting, Noel Wilton 
gave an inspiring talk about his 
encounter aloft with weather, fear, 
refuge and a miracle. He supplied 
everyone in attendance with a 
bound short story of his experience. 
Thanks again Noel! 

Meetings (Continued from page 1) 

Before America’s entry into World War 
II and shortly thereafter America 
acquired three wonderful and history 
changing gifts. Namely two Jap Zero’s 
from China shortly before Pearl Harbor 
and one from the Aleutian Islands late, 
1941, shortly after Pearl. It happened 
like this, two Japanese pilots were lost 
in bad weather near or over China. 
They were separated from their 
formation and had no radio equipment. 
The radio’s had been removed to give 
the Mitsubishi A6M Zero’s more range. 
Lost and with no radio contact they 
landed on a beach on the Chinese 
shoreline giving us two salvageable 
Zero’s. A few weeks later another Zero 
fell into American hands after a pilot 
crashed and died in the Aleutians in 
1941. American engineers took these 
Zero’s, rebuilt them and learned all 
their attributes such as speed, turn 
radii, climb rates, roll rates, fuel 
consumption, strong and week points, 
armor, armaments, range and take off 
distances, et cetera. Then each 
attribute was charted by starting with a 
dot in the center of the page and 
making a vector outward according to 
the strength of each attribute. This 
would be called a spider chart because 
the center dot with legs going out from 

Prez (Continued from page 1) 

it somewhat resembled a spider. If the 
outer dots were connected with a line, 
dot to dot, then you would have a 
shape somewhat like a circle. 
Grumman then set out to design an 
aircraft in which each line represented 
an aircraft’s flying attribute would be 
longer than the Zero’s. The end result 
of the spider chart that would show 
the Grumman aircraft its strengths 
and weakness when compared to a 
Zero’s. They would simply overlay the 
Grumman’s chart on top of the Zero’s 
spider chart. The end result was the 
F6F Hellcat which shot down 5271 
enemy aircraft in World War Two! The 
Hellcat’s chewed the buts off the 
Zero’s to the tune of a 14/1 kill ratio. 
The spider chart concept proved to be 
useful.  

The eight-six-five could do a spider 
chart too. The lines could represent 
membership growth, finances, hangar 
development, Young Eagles flights, 
f ly-in breakfast successes (or 
fai lures),  the Ground School 
attendance, attendance at meetings, 
speakers, air hours and rides, et 
cetera. Over all I believe that we 
would discover that we have a lot to 
be thankful for and our spider chart 
circle has expanded in many 
directions and has shrunk in only a 
few. Let us be really happy and 
thankful this holiday season for our 
successes, our associations and 
friendships with one another in the 
world of aviation, and to be in and 
around airplanes.  

Just to catch you up on the news, at 
the reading of this newsletter the Sky 
Ranger many or may not be sold. The 
buyer is a person who doesn’t have a 
pilot license or a tail wheel 
endorsement. Someone told the 
buyer that fabric doesn’t look right 

(Continued on page 3) 
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a copy of the story and we’ll have 
one available to read, “The rest of 
the story”, for those who missed it. 
Thank you Noel, for your time 
and inspiring words. 

Noel (Continued from page 1) 

Here’s a picture of Noel and his Ercoupe, scanned from his 
booklet. The picture doesn't do the beautiful Ercoupe justice.  



nationwide, members nurture the 
talents of generations of the 
nation’s sons and daughters with 
cadet programs that stress 
leadership and moral responsibility 
and teach aviation and emergency 
response skills. 
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Congratulations to the CAP 
and our CAP members, the 
Baumbaugh Family, Kelly, 
Barry and Randy. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS – 
The 58,000 citizen volunteers of 
Civil Air Patrol will mark CAP’s 
68th anniversary Dec. 1. The 
celebration commemorates the rich 
history of vigilant service provided 
by the official auxiliary of the U.S. 
Air Force over the past seven 
d e c a d e s . 
   The all-volunteer, nonprofit 
organization was founded Dec. 1, 
1941, less than a week before the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor led 
to America’s involvement in World 
War II. Its members soon proved 
their worth by conducting aerial 
patrols, vigilance that discouraged 
and eventually stopped deadly 
German U-boat attacks on shipping 
i n  A m e r i c a n  w a t e r w a y s .  
   In all, 59 heroic members died, 26 
were lost at sea and seven others 
were seriously injured while 
carrying out CAP missions during 
t h e  w a r .  
  “Our citizen volunteers have a 
proud legacy of selfless service to 
t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e i r 
communities. They truly go above 
and beyond each day, giving their 
best as needs arise,” said Maj. Gen. 
Amy S. Courter, CAP’s national 
c o m m a n d e r .  
   “This occasion provides citizens 
across America the opportunity to 
honor Civil Air Patrol and its 
members,” said Courter, who 
recounted some indiv idual 
members' accomplishments in her 

message marking the anniversary. 
“Be sure to say ‘thanks’ to these 
unsung heroes in your communities 
who provide such vigilant service, 
often without fanfare. Each day, 
through their volunteer efforts, our 
members help save lives and 
preserve l iber t y fo r  a l l . ” 
   As the official auxiliary of the 
U.S. Air Force, CAP performs a 
mu l t i tude o f  m iss ions  in 
communities throughout the 50 
s t a t e s  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o : 
   CAP responds day or night when 
planes are overdue and emergency 
locator transmitters go off. Its 
volunteers perform 90 percent of 
continental U.S. inland search and 
rescue missions, as tasked by the 
Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center, and were credited by the 
AFRCC with saving 91 lives in 
f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 0 8 . 
   CAP provides disaster relief 
during hurricanes, floods, wildfires, 
earthquakes, tornadoes and 
countless other emergencies. In 
addit ion,  members perform 
homeland security and counterdrug 
missions at the request of federal, 
state and local agencies.                        

CAP plays a leading role in 
aerospace education and mentors 
more than 23,000 young Americans 
through its cadet program. By 
partnering with 900 educators 

from the pictures on the ebay ad. Go 
figure. We all know what fine craftsmen 
Bill Ortman is. We also know that 
Randy Rentz and Will Dunham are fine 
craftsmen and that they helped on the 
restoration as well. So I’m waiting to 
hear whether buyer is going to come to 
look at it or decline the sale right off the 
top. If the sale doesn’t go through it will 
throw a kink in my personal flight 
training schedule. However, I have the 
ability to deal with it, whether the sale 
goes one way or another. Just keeping 
you posted on the news. Also, Dale’s 
Culver Cadet had a nibble from an 
Andrews CFI but it doesn’t look like it’s 
sale is going through either. These are 
not good days for people with stuff for 
sale aye. On the other hand if the 
Skyranger doesn’t sell, we’ll use it for a 
training aircraft. That sounds better to 
me anyway.  

Well mugs, hope to see you all soon. 
Please be a good volunteer for the club 
and help make up for my many 
weaknesses and make our mutual 
strengths go farther. I think the world of 
you all. Merry Christmas. Bob 

—————————————————-
A nice Christmas present for the Allied 
Forces in WW-II. A Mitubishi A6M on 
the beaches of China. V 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 2) 



Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., 
located in Niles MI. The contents are for the use, 
education and enjoyment of the chapter. No claim is 
made for the accuracy of materials presented. Editorial 
content is the opinion of the contributor and does not 
necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or the 
EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held 
at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake 
St., Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers 
Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171 
Gerry Wieringa—269-683-7718 
Brian Bowen—269-357-0006 

Calendar of Events 
Dec. 8—Chapter 865 Christmas Party, Hangar 7pm 
Dec. 29 & 30—Boy Scout Merit Badge, Hangar 
Jan. 12, 2010—Chapter 865 meeting 
 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

It’s time for my 
annual! 

A few memories 
from 2009, 
Airzoo trip, 
Barfing Dogs, 
Noel, Fly-Ins, 
meetings and 
new room. 


