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THE SPIRIT OF AVIATION 1 ]
Merry Christmas!

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE R, B SR, or

There will be no membership ¢ & & (& AT i @@ @ i @ i 1

meeting this month. All are :;:e. Our annual Family Christmas:‘;} Prez

welcome to attend the'Boardﬁ. Party will be held ong

meeting, to be held in our& Thursday, Dec. 4th, Oldi Sez

EAA Chapter 865
Home of the Heath

hangar, on the regular meeting Country Buffet, in Indian By

night. Monday, Dec. 8 at‘;,'%. Ridge Plaza, on Grape Rd, a},} Bob Baird

7:30pm. & 7:00pm. Informal and Dutch

Last Month, & Treat (Pay Your Own Way). %

23 members, Tres. Report read and(l Hope to see you all there. % Our last meeting took place in
approved. Old Business: p ~ really Spartan conditions! The

By acclaim, Old Country Buffet was FEFEFFFFFEFFFEFEEEEEE . ) .
chosen as our Christmas Party site, |n October 2008, EAA celebrated the hangar was ice cold in spite of the
Thurs., Dec. 4, 7pm. Founders Wing 25th anniversary of the EAA Aviation 11"€d-Up propane heaters and the
tabled till next month. . Center—including the AirVenture COOK stove that was cranked up. As
New Business: Board of Directors \, <o m_in Oshkosh Wisconsin Jerrid cooked the hamburgers, the
volunteers; .B|II Staab, Tom H_wzmga, . ki ke. for unknown

Gerry Weiringa, Jen Bowhuis, Zak with an open house, a_Young_E_a_lgIesCOO NG SMOKE,

Staab, approved. Motion to accept 'ally, and other special activities. reasons to me, seemed to collect
donation of Schwelnus Rotec Panther OShkosh has become the undisputedand stay right in our meeting area.
by J. Van Hulle, 2nd Bob Crowley, year round home of recreational A |ayer of smoke hung there and

gaisedl. Moti(én”tod pa32/ gue’\? (1;((); H. aviation. Photo credit: styng our eyes and smoked up our
gs\s,\,e%nuMse,eﬂn aa;_(;umr;d eddeau, Jim Koepnick cloths. I'm sure we all when home
. . (Continued on page 2)

“EAA is not about airplanes...
it is about people
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Contents Support your Chapter. Great Christmas Gifts!
Meetings, Christmas Party, Prez Sez T-Shirts $8, Sweatshirts $15,_ Calenda_lrs $15 (
Prez Sez, BSA Advancement Camp was able to reduce the cost, if you paid $20, ask
Dave Thompson, Old Goat Droppings for refund.), Dog Tags $3, Combat He Wrote
Calendar, Disclaimer and Contact Info. by Charlie Hudson W/DVD $15
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(Continued from page 1) income to help pay for all the¢2. Do TWO of the following: _
smelling like we spent the nigtimprovement that we are making. 2 Take a flight in an aircraft, with your
under one of the grills at one _of_tr Th_e 865 i§ an active Chapter. O ngg’tfypgeg{n;isrsc'fa?t" aF:%CgL?atitgr? Ofd?;:’
old White House hamburger jointPrivate Pilot and LSA Grountight, and report on your impressions of
that use to populate South Ben School will start up again at the fir< the flight

(The only one left is onof the New Year. We have sorrb. Under supervision, perform a preflight
Mishawaka Avenue ancnew students to add to our grouinspection of alight airplane.
Twyckenham. They still have grei Looking forward to getting into it ;gﬁf&gcgngh;ﬁame;:xeftr[feagofrge
coffee and the old time greasand | will order the books tCoy the chart. Correct it for magnetic
smoky, atmosphere.) The 865 hiaccommodate the additions. Tl variation, compass deviation, and wind
a good meeting that night and tt Boredom Fighter will probably bedrift. Arrive at a compass heading.
smoke and cold made for a bonctest flown this summer and thd-Using one of many flight simulator
ing moment for us all. (Lets don’second fuselage will be started 282‘3’325 .ﬂgfktigesourgga;n%bIﬁeadficr)];
do it this way often however!) January. you established in requirement 2c or
At the last meeting of the 865 w Looking forward to seeing you alanother course you have plotted.
discussed the new and old busincat our Christmas Party o€ On a map, mark a route for an
of our chapter. We set the date f December 4th at Old Countr fiaginary Ii'é!rt‘i%nts“p St?ar?t 'fer(";‘rST: thtff
the Christmas party. December Buffet at 7 PM. We'll haye 8 commercial airport nearest your home.
2008, 7 PM, at Old Countrywonderful meal and a good time (grom timetables (obtained from agents or
Buffet. We were also blessed wiltreflection and fellowship. If you'reonline from a computer, with your
several new volunteer Directors inot in the mood, make a speciparents permission), decide when you
look after and shepherd theffort to be there anyway. All thWill get to and leave from all connecting
business and activities of oitguys and gals of EAA 865 wil 5%'2:;),056‘;2;%2!1?;':t?oEfght plan and
chapter. The new directors arwant to see you there and you'll k¢ gxplain the purposes and functions of
alternates are all volunteer cheered up and encouraged. the various instruments found in a typical
nobody had their arm twiste So much more to say but plea single-engine aircraft: attitude indicator,
(much). They are Zac & Billtake some time to be active in ttheading indicator, altimeter, airspeed
Staab, Jennifer Bowhuis, Bo0865 and join with us to make indicator, trn and bank indicator, vertical

p . speed indicator, compass, nhavigation
Rodgers, Tom Huizinga & Jerr great 2009, and continue & Qré Gps and VOR) and communication

Weiringa. history in aviation for each of usradios, tachometer, oil pressure gauge,
At the last meeting we all got t Bob Baird and oiltemperature gauge. .

check out the progress of the ne BSA Winter ?ﬁsfrfjrit:nfgaﬁg?ma' poster of an aircraft
meeting room. The cold gave us Advancement Camp Include and identify the instruments and

a special desire to see it finishe oyr Chapter has been asked radios discussed in requirement 2f.

So we had a good discussion participate in the Boy Scouts Winte

what it will be like when the Advancement Camp. It will be held o 3. Do ONE of the following:

meeting room and the workshojDec. 29 and 30, at Bridgeman Hic

are done. It looks like we will havi School, 9964 Gast Rd, Bridgeman N & Build and fly a fuel-driven or battery-
two workshop area’s to rent ot The purpose if the camp, is to help tl powered electric model airplane. Describe

. . . : safety rules for building and flying model
which will help pay for the Participants earmn merit badges. We w airplanes. Tell safety rules for use of glue,

construction over time. We have gedresp%nsl;blg fo(; tf':/le AViati%n AMer paint, dope, plastics, fuel, and battery
good vision for the future. P?esgti'n gn ; ar'; éelfar%/a\?ez] alraerao( pack. _
Also at the last meeting we beg: y b. Build a model FPG-9. Get others in
to talk about the Panther that w. volunteered, however any member your troop or patrol to make their own
| ‘welcome to join in. There are expectt model, then organize a competition to test
donated to the chapter. Wow! .15 ne around forty kids in the clas the precision of flight and landing of the
y

very rugged two seat experiment The Aviation Merit Badge booklet i models.
or possible LSA. This was a ver very well laid out and the topics shou I've printed out the FPG-9 plans and
generous gift from one of oube familiar to anyone who has studi¢@M trying to get some charts donated.

. . We will have a meeting of all interested
newest members, Herb Schwelnt for an FAA test. The topics we will b members after the board meeting on

This will also help generate sorr responsible for are: Monday the 8th. Ralph



Indiana Aviation Museum Pilot and Chapter 865
member

Dave Thompson

Museum Planes Flown:
T-6, T-34, Stearman

Bio:
Born during WWII, Dave had a family of aviatorsgmw up
with. Dad was a private pilot, while Uncle Staniegs a
pilot with the forerunner company of Delta Airlines

During high school, Dave found a job working foilaamer,
whose son happened to be a flight instructor agNil
Airways in Niles, MI. Thus, the money earned frdm job
went towards flying lessons. By the time high sdlu@ame to
a close, Dave had achieved his private pilots ieen

After graduation, Dave began working for the Clark
Equipment Company in Buchanan, MI, but never once
veered from his aviation goals. During this timis, jbb
financed lessons towards earning his commerciahaut-
engine ratings.

He then joined the Four Flags Flying Club at theesli
Airport, which gave him an opportunity to obtairgfit time.
During one particular day, a pilot from the clubr.Mim
Wiseman, asked Dave to accompany him to Graubart
Aviation of Valpo, IN in regards to looking at thécraft
that were for sale there. During this excursionileviooking
at aircraft for sale, Mr. Graubart asked if eitfien or Dave
would be willing to fly an aircraft to Clinton, |AAfter both
pilots agreed to participate, they flew the Stin$08-3
aircraft to IA. Some time later, Mr. Graubart offdrDave a
job flying the Graubart Aviation aircraft to andm their
points of origins and destinations. This worked watl for
Dave, as he had been contemplating the possibiity
attending Valparaiso University. From 1962 - 1965/8
worked for Graubart Aviation and also attended VU.

However, when Graubarts moved their operation o th
Chicago Palwaukee Airport, Dave took another jothwi
Phillips Airlines in Michigan City, IN, spent twoegrs there,
then moved on to flying a Cessna 310C for a complaaty
made automatic car wash machines. Afterwards, Dawe
for Universal Airlines in Ypsilanti, Ml for a couplof years
flying the large cargo transport plane, also witiazn WWII,
known as the C-46. From there, Dave went to Hulinkis
in South Bend flying a small commuter Beechcrafe€nair,
and then to Weil-Mclain Company flying their Kingr&0.
From here on opportunities became better, and Dewea
North American Saberliner and Beechcraft Turbo Bdow
Guerdon Industries in Louisville, KY, and then veadled by
North Central Airlines, which later transformedNorthwest
Airlines. During this opportune time, Dave obtaimatings
for the DC-9, Airbus A-320, and 747-400. Dave was

Captain flying the 747-400 on Northwest's Intermiadil Route
System. He’s now an independent instructor on ifgelts.
Needless to say, Dave has covered the territoayimtion
experiences, but loves overall to fly light air¢rafind especially
warbirds. During his tenure, he has flown the failog warbirds: P-
63F King Cobra (only one in existence owned by the
Commemorative Air Force in Midland, TX), P-51 Musga AT-6
Texan, PT-17 Stearman, Waco UPF7, Staggerwing BeafthC-46,
Lockheed 12A, 1937 Great Lakes, B-25 Mitchell, B51Flying
Fortress, Dehavilland Chipmunk, And more... Will veeDave’s
Thunder Mustang soon? See page 4 for a ThundetaMy pic.
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COME ON SANTA!
E TURBINE BLADES ARE FINE!

[Crar¥eris]



It's been a busy and exciting year for
Chapter 865. A Church Group/Young
Eagles event, remodeling the hangar, tw
successful Fly-In Breakfasts, a parade
and a nice donation. 20097 Let's go for
it!

The Thunder Mustang. The most recent kit price was
$285,000 USD when it was in production. That price
included the engine and prop.

Calendar of Events
Dec. 4—865 Christmas Party, Old Country Buffet,
7:00pm
Dec. 8—865 Board Meeting, Hangar, 7:30pm
Jan. 12—Chapter meeting, hangar, 7:30pm
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH
@ 269-684-0972

Pilots Progress is published each month by Experinm¢al
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located inNiles MI.
The contents are for the use, education and enjoymeof the
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of matéals
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of thesontributor
and does not necessarily reflect the position of @lpter 865 or
the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articlefor
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles fo
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetingsra held at
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lak St.,
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209)

VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479)

TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699)
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below)

Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com
Board of Directors:

All Officers

Bill and Zak Staab—269-262-0048

Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171

Gerry Weiringa—269-683-7718

Jennifer Bowhuis—269-471-9698

Hangar Maint., Temp. Tres.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-833)



