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No meeting this month 
b ecau se o f  t h e 
Chr istmas Par ty. 
Last Month: 
12 members and 4 guests were in 
attendance. The treasurers report 
was given and approved. 
Old Business: 
Meeting room fix up—the board 
will plan out improvements and 
present to the membership. 
New Business: 
Suggestion was made to have a 
Porta-Potty on site. Cost to be 
shared by other hangar owners. 
Tabled for cost analysis. 
Suggestion was made to install  a 
new entry door with electronic 
lock. Tabled for consideration. 
Motion to buy “Private Airports 
in MI”  Seconded and passed. 
Motion to pay Ralph Ballard for 
Chapter l ogo t-shi rts and 
sweatshirts, seconded and passed. 
Meeting was adjourned and 
election of officers followed. 
President, Bob Baird nominated, 
no opposi tion, elected by 
acclamation. 
Vice-Pres., Dick Haigh and Jerrid 
Burdue nominated, Jerrid Burdue 
elected by acclamation. 
Treas., Dale Neddeau nominated, 
no opposition, elected. 
Sec., Ralph Ballard nominated, no 
opposition, elected. 
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Great Chr istmas 
Gifts 

T-Shir ts—$10 
Sweatshir ts—$15 

Well, here we are, another 
newsletter, another Christmas, 
another round of presents, another 
year. Sounds rather oh hum aye? 
But is it just another, day, another 
year, another oh hum event?  
Wel l , I tel l  ya, I ’ m very 
sentimental and thankful this time 
of year. I‘m blessed, I’m a 
preacher, a grandpa, and a husband 
to a lovely wife, love all my kids, 
grandkids and I get to play with 
airplanes all year around. Wowza!  
I just can’ t be anything but all 
pumped up. I got action working 
for me and so do you. Our 
Christmas party is coming up, 
December 10th. We’ re all going to 
be together, airplane buddies, 
friends, family, good food. Our old 
and special friend Barney O‘Hare 
will be there if he feels up to it. 
We’ ll be blessed with some other 
new friends this year too. We have 
new people in the club. It’ ll be the 
first year for some of them to be 
with us like, Bob Rodgers and his 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

The annual Chapter 865 
Chr istmas Par ty will be 
held on Monday, Dec. 10, 
7pm, at The Panorama 
Restaurant, 52860 IN 933, 
just Nor th of Cleveland 
Ave. A l l  Chap t er 
member s and thei r  
families are invited. 

At the Nov. meeting, Steve Zelle 
told us about his project of 
documenting all of the private air 
strips in Michigan. Steve started the 
project on a lark and it snowballed 
into a passion. One man tells 
another, as the old adage goes and 
that’s how Steve came to learn of all 
these hidden treasures. He would ask 
a private owner if he new of any 
other strips nearby, invariably they 
would. Thanks Steve! 



grandson, Jordan. We have new 
members like Ivan and Evan 
Truyaert, Brad Bowhuis, Tyler, 
Connie and Jennifer. We will have 
some fly-in volunteers from Prairie 
Gardens Christian Church coming 
to our Christmas party. We have 
the beginning of a new generation 
of aviation craftsmen and pilots in 
our association. Well, you just 
can’ t help but feeling blessed. 
Don’ t you agree?  
I love the feeling of the hangar 
because it is crowded with airplane 
projects. Things are happening. 
Dick’s RV was finished up this 
year. What an accomplishment! 
What a performance airplane. Jim 
Coffman’ s RV-8 has moved 
forward towards completion even 
though it has moved to a new 
home. It had its beginning with us. 
Doc’s got a new hangar which is 
much needed. This neighboring 
hangar will be filled with all kinds 
of great airplane stuff.  
Finally, we have a new batch of 
officers to support and to lead the 
club. We have new members. We 
have plans and dreams that are 
unfolding into reality right before 
our eyes. ChaChing!  
Well Jerry, Jerrid and I are going 
to start working on the Boredom 
fighter wings in his heated work 
area. By end of December we 
should see some signi f icant 
progress on the wings. By the end 
of February we should see real 
wings with the spars milled and 
assembled with ribs and hardware 
installed. Jerrid has been making a 
lot of progress on his own ribs. I 
also ordered the wood for the 
Boredom Fi ghter  ver t i cal 
stabilizer. I plan to build it in our 
meeting area at the hangar on one 
of the tables. A little warmer in 
there aye? So this winter should 

(Continued from page 1) produce a lot of parts for assembly 
thi s spr i ng when warmer 
temperatures return.  
This spring will be the time to get 
the MiniMax airworthy and ready 
for Oshkosh. The final push. All of 
us who are qualified should have a 
chance to fly it in the UL pattern up 
there. It’ ll take a lot of help and 
cooperation but we’ re going for it. 
Oshkosh or bust for the MiniMax  
Finally I should begin this spring 
being a full Commercial CFI/CFII. 
All the tests for that will take place 
in Chicago in December, January & 
February. First test will take place 
on Monday, December 3, at 
DuPage, Illinois. If I pass that test I 

go to the next phase of training. 
Can all this really happen? 
Probably. We’ ll go for it and we’ ll 
all feel truly blessed. Get in on the 
action. December 10th Christmas 
party. For me, as the north winds 
blow across our southern Michigan 
airport, it has become too cold to 
glue MiniMax pieces together or to 
varnish parts. So, quo vatis. Where 
to now Lord? Well I took a couple 
days off  and went f ishing. 
Muskegon Ri ver M ichi gan. 
Caught a nice steelhead and got to 
do a little showing off. 
 
See ya mugs. 
Bob 
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No 
Seatbelt! 

As migration approached, two 
elderly vultures doubted they 
could make the trip south, so 
they decided to go by 
airplane. 
 
When they checked their 
baggage, the attendant 
noticed that they were 
carrying two dead raccoons. 
"Do you wish to check the 
raccoons through as 
luggage?" she asked.  
 
"No, thanks," replied the 
vultures. "They©re carrion."  
 
A small two-seater Cessna 
152 plane crashed into a 
cemetery early this afternoon 
in central Mexico. Mexican 
search and rescue workers 
have recovered 300 bodies so 
far and expect that number to 
climb as digging continues 



simply would not fit. A rather panicky 
revi ew of  the suppl emental 
instructions indicated that we could 
put a very small bevel on the leading 
edge so we degreased, did a bit of 
careful filing and polishing to break 
the sharp leading edge, re-gooped 
everything and started again.  With 
careful pushing and rocking we were 
able to get the wing in far enough to 
begin inserting the alignment pins. 
The alignment pins are full diameter 
replacements for the grade 8 bolts that 
will make the final assemble.  They 
are precision ground, polished and 
hardened; and have reduced ends so 
they will not contact the precision 
threads in the center spar main 
section.  With me making minute 
adjustments at the wing end Jim was 
able to get the first pin in, but we had 
a real fight getting the second one in 
until we realized that we needed to 
raise the wingtip a lot more than we 
had anticipated.  Once we did that the 
rest of the well-greased pins went in 
with little difficulty.   Then we 
proceeded to install the other wing.  
Needless to say it went much easier. 
The next steps were to verify that the 
wing and fuselage were all in proper 

alignment.  This consisted of making 
all sorts of precision measurements 
for square and level and plumb.  One 
test we made was to hang half a dozen 
plumb weights from the leading edge 
of the wings and check that they were 
in alignment from wingtip to wingtip.  
We used a laser-level to check them 
and were very relieved to find that the 
wings are perfectly square to the 
fuselage centerl ine. After taking 
pictures we disassembled everything 
and took it back inside.  Once there 
we put one wing back on the fuselage 
so Jim can begin drilling for the nut-
plates that will be part of the final 
assembly.   He will also be installing 
the autopilot hardware as well as the 
control surfaces and various related 
electrical and electronic sub systems. 
I will attach a couple photos of the 
process. Jim will be back up here over 
the Christmas Holidays to visit his 
family. I©ll probably be going back 
down in Late Jan to do more work 
unless he is ready sooner.  

(Just a supplemental note Jim was 
elected the President of the Local 
EAA chapter that he joined down 
there in Hoehnwald TN.)         

Jim Coffman’s RV-7 

By Wayne Stiles 

I went down to Tennessee over the 
weekend of Halloween to help Jim on 
the next 2-man stages of his RV-7.  We 
have been working in stages, he will do 
as much as he can of the things that 
only need one set of hands and I will 
go down about every other month to 
spend a long weekend doing the stuff 
that takes more hands. This time we 
needed to take the fuselage outside 
onto the patio behind the basement 
walk out (after installing a new double 
door) so that the wings could be given 
their initial fitting.   The RV -7 wings 
were assembled in the EAA hanger and 
shipped down with the rest of the 
components that had been done here.   
After some initial wrestling with the 
fuselage we got it out and onto the 
stands we had built for it.  Then we 
carried the wings out and very, very 
carefully inserted. RV-7 wings have a 
short section of the reinforced main 
spar that is slid into matching slots in 
the main spar assembly that spans the 
fuselage under the seat.   While the 
wing spar is factory assembled the 
fuselage portion is one of the many 
cri ti cal  parts the bui lder must 
assemble. Matching wings to the 
fuselage for the first is a real nerve-
racking step for the builder since if it 
does not fit properly it means that he 
screwed up somewhere along the 
process and correcting will probably 
mean partial disassembly, buying new 
parts and rebuilding---a frustrating and 
expensively painful process. With 
some trepidation we carried the first 
wing out and placed it on padded 
stands in the, we hoped, appropriate 
position.  Then we greased the heck 
out of the spar end, fuselage slot, and 
the bolt holes in the spar and the 
fuselage.  Then with Jim guiding the 
spar I started pushing the very-tightly 
fitting wing into place. We needed to 
get nearly a foot of spar into the slot 
and make sure the bolt holes were very 
precisely aligned.  At first it seemed 
that something was wrong the spar end 3 



Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Exper imental Aircraft Association Chapter  865, 
Inc., located in Niles MI . The contents are for  the 
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter . No 
claim is made for  the accuracy of mater ials 
presented. Editor ial content is the opinion of the 
contr ibutor  and does not necessar ily reflect the 
position of Chapter  865 or  the EAA. Members are 
encouraged to submit ar ticles for  publication. 
Other  EAA Chapters may use ar ticles for  
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are 
held at our  Chapter  Hangar, east side of the 
airpor t on Lake St., Niles MI , unless otherwise 
stated in the newsletter . 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Dick Haigh (269-695-2057) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Ar ticles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI  49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Hangar Maint.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
Dec. 10—Chapter  865 Chr istmas Par ty/Meeting 
Jan. 1, 08—Hangerover  Par ty, Nappanee 
Jan. 14—Chapter  865 meeting with speaker  
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
 

Members 
Bob 
Rogers, 
Jer ry and 
Jer r id 
Berdue 
and 
Bev and 
Jim 
Thompson 
listen 
intently to 
Steve’s 
presen-
tation 

Pictures of Roger  Lorenzen, working at the Heath Aircraft Co. 
in Chicago He was a member  of the Chapter  and Master Prop 
Maker . From Jim Jacobson’s collection 


