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AirVenture Report 
The August meeting will be 
held in our hangar, on 
Tues. the 9th at 7pm. 
We hope to have a speaker and 
need to plan for our next Fly-In 
Breakfast on Sept. 10. 
Bob Baird will fly some night 
flight rides for members, chosen 
by a raffle.  
 
July Minutes: 
A short meeting was held. No 
Treasurers report. No business 
was transacted. Discussion was 
held on the sale of the Hi-Max, the 
Fly-In, Sat. work parties, the 
Mini-Max and Bill Baird stepping 
down as President due to work 
schedule. VP Chad Strauss will 
take over Presidential duties, as of 
Aug. 1, 2011.  
 
Thanks go to Sam Heiter and Tim 
Sokol for an interesting Seminar. 
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By all accounts that I’ve read, 
AirVenture 2011 was a smashing 
success. The weather mostly co-
operated except for the stubborn line 
of T-showers around northern IL. I 
know that Jim and Kellen Van Hulle 
and Bob Baird went. I haven’t heard 
from anyone else. I tried to keep up, 
by watching the AirVenture updates 
on the web, but they were only short 
snippets. It sounded like there was 
way more going on than any one 
person could take in, as usual. 

With increases in attendance, 
airplanes, and mostly ideal weather, 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2011 was 
declared a tremendous success by 
E A A  P r e s i d e n t / C E O  R o d 
Hightower. The final figures for the 
recently concluded event showed 
attendance of 541,000 - a 1.3 percent 
increase over 2010 - and more than 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Prez Sez 
By  

Bill Baird 
justabillbaird@aol.com 

Pilots Progress 
Niles Mich. 

www.eaachapter865.org 

Our July meeting was also an FAA Safety Seminar, presented by 
Great Lakes Region FAA Safety Team members Timothy J. Sokol 
and former Niles CFI Sam Heiter. About 30 people attended, and 
learned about the contributing factors in accidents related to 
transition from  one type of aircraft to another. An interesting fact, 
was that the transition accidents can happen moving up or down 
the complexity the scale. In particular with Experimental Aircraft.  
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(Prez Continued from page 1) 

10,000 aircraft arriving at Wittman 
Regional and other airports in east-
central Wisconsin. 

That figure includes including 
2,522 showplanes - up 142 aircraft 
from 2010 – 974 homebuilts, 899 
vintage airplanes, 367 warbirds, 94 
ultralights, 92 seaplanes, 36 
aerobatic aircraft, 30 rotorcraft, and 
30 miscellaneous. 
 

Looking to next year, EAA will 
celebrate the 60th annual EAA fly-
in and honor Paul and Audrey 
Poberezny for all that they have 
done for the aviator community. 
Other themes developing for 
AirVenture 2012, July 23-29, 

(AirVenture Continued from page 1) 
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An update on flight testing 
my homebuilt. 
 
I have now completed the required 
40-hr flight testing time for my 
homebuilt plane and am now free 
to leave the designated flight test 
area. I look forward to flying it to 
different fly-in's and just fun flying 
without having to be in test mode 
all the time. I will also have more 
time to do some tweeking which is 
also part of the fun of owning a 
homebuilt. A photo of the plane is 
attached. Jim Steere 

include: 

· 75th anniversary of the 
iconic Piper Cub, in which 
all Cub owners will be 
invited to Oshkosh to turn 
the field yellow;  

· A tribute to the 
Tuskegee Airmen, inviting 
all surviving members of 
this renowned World War II 
unit to AirVenture;  

· Recognition of Van’s 
Aircraft founder Dick 
VanGrunsven, whose RV 
series of aircraft have 
become the most popular 
homebuilt aircraft kits in 
the world;  

And plenty of additions and one-
of-a-kind surprises to be announced 
in the weeks and months ahead. 
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performances;  

· A welcome appearance 
by FAA Administrator 
Randy Babbitt, who came 
to AirVenture in part to 
make a statement about the 
importance of interaction 
between the agency and its 
main customers—pilots;  

· An unexpectedly strong 
surge of commerce for 
many of the hundreds of 
vendors who choose 
AirVenture to highlight 
their products, amid scores 
of innovations announced 
throughout the week;  

· And the extraordinary 
passion of everyday people 
for all things that fly, as 
seen from corner to corner, 
e n d - t o - e n d  o n  t h e 
AirVenture grounds.  

From The Farm to Warbirds—
and everything in between 
The highpoints for individuals are 
something each of us takes away 
every year to argue and discuss, 
but there’s never an Oshkosh that 
lacks the power to impress. 

The ultralight devotees breathed 
new life into their section of 
AirVenture affectionately known 
as “The Farm,” continuing a 
lengthy tradition of light flight 
pioneered here by John Moody 35 
years ago this week.  

A new aerobat emerged from the 
LSA area and roadable aircraft—
aka flying cars—saw a newly 
approved model here, the first 
since 1957. 

Arguably, AirVenture 2011 
brought together the largest single 
collection of naval aircraft any 
single event has ever seen. From 
the replica of the Navy’s original 
N-1 Curtiss Pusher to today’s 
powerful-beyond-imagination 
Boeing F/A-18 combat jets, 
AirVenture 2011, well, covered 
the waterfront. 

Certificated aircraft continue to 
gather at AirVenture—confusing 
some who think EAA is only about 
and for the homebuilt movement—
and sell their wares to willing 
pilots, some of which received 
flight training as part of their 
purchase package. 

And among gadgets and goodies, 
no area generated more activity 
and garnered more interest than the 
avionics segment, with multiple 
new, noteworthy advances 
unveiled here this week. 

AirVenture 2011: Dozens of 
m e m o r a b l e  m o m e n t s  
By DAVE HIGDON  

It started sunny, turned slightly 
soggy and finished with a sunny 
wrap. AirVenture 2011. The 
contrasts with 2010 could hardly be 
stronger, the week as strong and fun 
and far-flung with aircraft as ever in 
the 58 years since the founding of 
the  Exper imenta l  A i rc ra f t 
Association. Individuals can discuss 
what their highpoints were for 
weeks to come—and the week 
delivered dozens of memorable 
moments. 

The Centennial of Naval Aviation 
served as one of the more-enduring 
focal points for a week loaded with 
other notable milestones:  

· A century since the first 
airmail delivery;  

· The lifetime design 
accomplishments of Burt 
Rutan;  

· T h e  a p p e a r a n c e —
arguably too brief—of 
Boeing’s breakthrough 
composite airliner, the 787 
Dreamliner;  

· Music galore, starting 
with a rockin’-and-rollin’ 
opening-day concert by 
REO Speedwagon, the Red, 
White & Loud Tour 
appearance of Aaron Tippin, 
and the memorable Theater 
in the Woods concert Friday 
evening by Gary Sinise and 
the Lt. Dan Band;  

· And planned amazing 
Saturday even ing o f 
pyrotechnically enhanced 
night aerobatics to cap a 
week of extraordinary aerial 3 

^Burt      v Bob    vv Bob’s “Old Yeller” 



Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., 
located in Niles MI. The contents are for the use, 
education and enjoyment of the chapter. No claim is 
made for the accuracy of materials presented. Editorial 
content is the opinion of the contributor and does not 
necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 or the 
EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held 
at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake 
St., Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bill Baird (574-674-2313) 
VICE-PRES.: Chad Strauss (269-876-3456) 
TRES.: Ivan Truyaert ( 574-273-0923 ) 
SEC.: Bob Baird (574-339-9991) 
NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.net 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers and: 
Jon Ritter-574-273-4291 
Gerry Wieringa-269-683-7718 
William Joy-574-272-5408 

Calendar of Events 
Aug 2-6, PRA Personal Rotorcraft & PPC Fly-In 
Convention Mentone, IN, USA 47 miles 
Aug. 20, EAA Chapter 55 Fly-In Breakfast, Mason MI 
Saturday - Sunday, Aug 20-21, 2011 — Harrison 
Township, MI. Selfridge Joint Open House and Air 
Show - http://www.selfridgeairshow.org/, Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base (KMTC)  
Sept. 3, 21st Annual Fly/In Cruise/In Breakfast, 
Marion, IN 
Sept. 10, EAA Chapter 865, Salute to Veterans, Fly-In 
Breakfast, Niles MI 
Sept. 17, EAA 938 Apple Fest and Wings and Wheels, 
Nappanee IN 
Oct. 16, EAA 585 Chili Hop[ Fly-In, Watervliet MI 

Oh Man! 
How 
could I 
not be 
there! My 
kind of 
place. 

AirVenture—Baulken Noack and the air show smoke oil 
machine making the rounds this morning. 

The AEROCAR 


