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The July Meeting 
The August meeting will be 
held in our hangar, on 
Tuesday the 11th, at 7PM. 
Our guest speaker will be 
Phil Michmerhuizen. 
Phil will bring along his restored 
3 cyl. radial Szekely engine,. It’s 
45 hp, and he’ll run it for us. Phil 
also has had quite a few flying 
adventures, which he put into a 
book, and will speak about. 
We’ll also plan for our Sept. Fly-
In Breakfast, talk about a picnic, 
the Apple Fest. Parade and a Fall 
Flyabout. We’ll elect a new 
Director to bring us up to the 
required 3.  
Last Month: 
There were 16 members present 
and 1 guest. The Treasurers report 
was given and bills amounting to 
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Our July meeting was special in that 
it featured some of our younger 
members. Randy Baumbaugh and 
Kyle Joy gave us a spectacular radio 
control aircraft demonstration. Then 
helped several members get the feel 
of RC flying, using a dual control 
system. Believe it or not, they flew 
the Apple Fest grounds, with all 
those electric poles, and never ran 
into a single one! Thanks Randy and 
Kyle! 
Below. VP Jerrid Burdue presented 
the Spitfire book to Noel Wilpon, 
who flew his beautiful Ercoupe to 
the meeting. Jerrid also had his 
birthday present on display, a scale 
model of a Boredom Fighter, 
designed and made entirely from 
scratch by Grandfather Jerry. Randy 
and Jerrid flying the dual control RC 
plane. 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

A Very Busy Couple of Months  

Last month ended in a whirlwind 
of activity. Wow! I got my IFR 
rating. Everything about the IFR 
check ride changed at the last 
minute. It was a total strain to my 
brain. I had to change airplanes the 
night before the exam. The 
weather was on the critical edge of 
go/no go. I had to go to a different 

(Continued on page 2) 



$505.06 were paid . The 
Secretary’s report included a letter 
from the IRS, requesting more 
information about our hanger 
activities, concerning our 501c(3) 
application. And the need for one 
more Director, to satisfy the State 
non-profit status. A 50/50 drawing 
was held with Dale Neddeau the 
winner. 

Last Month (Continued from page 1) 

hair on a frog’s butt. Thank the 
Lord.  

Then, the get it done before 
vacation. I ran the treadmill test 
with my cardiologist. I knew that I 
was out of shape with my knee 
replacement keeping me out of the 
gym. Once again I squeaked 
through just making the 11 minutes 
at a 15% grade. I didn’t know if my 
new knee would go the distance. 
Yikes! Then I had to finish it all up 
with a new medical examiner. A 
different medical examiner always 
makes me nervous. Well, all in all, I 
got my medical done for another 
year. Thank the Lord! I’ll be in 
better shape next year because I’ll 
work harder in the gym before I go 
at it again!  

At mid-July, I headed off on 
vacation with my wife to Alaska. 
We landed at Anchorage, Alaska. 
Lots of impressive cargo planes 
were parked here and there on the 
airfield. Sarah Palin had a big 

welcome sign up for home coming 
troops. That put a smile on all our 
faces after a lot of travel and a 
long flight. Those guys and gals 
have it a lot tougher than us. The 
Anchorage airport and Alaska has 
a good feel to it. The main 
runways at Anchorage have a 
seaport alongside them complete 
with moose browsing just outside 
of the airport property. There were 
800 take offs and landings by 
seaplanes on the day we were 
there. That all took place just 
behind our first hotel and sleep 
over in Alaska. I spent the 
afternoon watching them land and 
take off. I’ll share some photos 
with you at next meeting.  

As soon Connie & I got back, 
there was a plan for a couple 
shuttle runs in a C-172 to Oshkosh. 
The first group to go would be 
Chuck & Connie, Jerrid and 
myself. Second group would be 
Bob Rodgers, Bill Baird, Herb and 
I. The weather looked great right 
up and to the last minute. We were 
all in the plane and I dialed up 1 2 

check ride examiner. It was the last 
day of my medical and I felt a 
great urgency to get it over before 
vacation. It all had to be done with 
the different check ride examiner 
that I had prepared for. Because of 
this I had to use airports and 
airspace that I was not sharp on 
using. The last minute change 
threw me out of sync. As soon as 
we got started on the check ride 
flight out of Berrien Springs, there 
was a massive ground equipment 
failure at Benton Harbor (BEH) 
which was my f irst IFR 
destination. I frantically dialed the 
radios and getting nothing. I 
thought I was screwing up royally 
and there was tension mounting in 
the cockpit. Nothing went as 
planned and my nerves were shot. 
As bad as things unraveled at the 
beginning of the flight it gradually 
tightened up towards the end. I just 
squeaked over fence finer than the 
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Randy and Jerrid get ready to fly dual, 
while Kyle gets ready to fly his plane. 

Thanks to Dave Bragdon, former Chapter member, for these great AirVenture shots. 



flight plans to Oshkosh so we took 
a Van. Herb, Jerry, Chuck and 
myself went. Bill, my son had to 
cancel the excursion to Oshkosh 
because he got a job (bummer) and 
Bob Rodgers had some back 
trouble (double bummer). So off 
we went at 4 AM for a five hour 
drive to Oshkosh, eight hours on 
the field, and six hours coming 
back. I got us a little lost in 
Chicago at 1 AM. That was 
interesting and a little tense for me. 
Overall, we had a ball! I could 
hardly name all the highlights. The 
Air Bus 380 was more impressive 
than a C-5A! Huge! F-18’s circled 
the field as if propelled by gods of 

thunder! The White Knight II was 
there, a dazzling array of home 
built works of art. On any given 
day there is a 150 to 250 thousand 
people on the field! Think of the 
logistics of that. As we left 
Oshkosh with a meal at LaSure’s 
Restaurant a Wart Hog thundered 
away. That was a fitting send off 
for me as we began our 
southeastward trek home. It was 
AWESOME to travel with these 
guys. God willing more of us can 
go next year.  

Have much more to tell you. Hope 
to see you Tuesday. Please be 
there to support the vitality and 
fellowship of the 865. Bob 

800 WXBRIEF for an abbreviated 
weather report. The latest weather 
prediction that morning cancelled 
our plan. I could hardly believe my 
ears, the weather reports and the 
TAFs (terminal aviation forecasts) 
had been favorable all that night. 
Well, we were already loaded up in 
the plane and to take the edge off 
the disappointment of not going we 
went for a joy ride over the lake 
towards Portage. This was Jerrid’s 
last shot to go to Oshkosh this year 
as he was going up north to the UP 
with the family on Wednesday.         
For the rest of the week the weather 
and our collective schedules didn’t 
work to pull off a couple more 
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Thanks to Treas. Dale Neddeau for these 
Oshkosh pictures. Clockwise from top L. 
Sully, a slick welded aluminum folding 
wing ultralight W/a Generac engine, Bill 
Weaver and Dales campsite, Kasperwing 
crash and the pilot walked away and the 
A-380 did some fancy maneuvers. 
Thanks Dale!  
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Calendar of Events 
Sept 12—Chapter 865 Salute to Vets Fly-In Breakfast, Niles 
Sept 19—Chapter 938 Breakfast, Nappanee IN  
Sept 26—Chapter 1028 Breakfast, Dowagiac 
Sept 27—Berrien Springs Airpark Breakfast 
Oct 3—Niles Apple Festival Parade 
Oct 18—Chapter 585 Chili Hop, Watervliet 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 

Some preliminary figures released for AirVenture 2009 
included 2,652 showplanes - the most since 2005; 750 (est.) 
exhibitors, up at least 30 from the previous year; and more 
than 2,000 International visitors from 75 countries, knowing 
full well that many here from abroad do not register; and 
more than 10,000 people toured the Airbus A380 during its 
Tuesday-Friday appearance. Are you one of those specks? 

More Pictures from Dave Bragdon. Travel 
Air with tiled toilet. Classic Warbirds and 
Oshkosh weather (is that a tornado?). Dave 
said that those military vehicles were 
parked all over the place. 


