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Annual 865 Picnic @ Tom’s 
The Aug. meeting will be 
held on Monday the 11TH, in 
our hangar, 7:30PM.  
Meeting agenda: 
Floor plan, window and door plan 
of wall to be finalized at meeting 
and completion schedule of 
hangar construction. 
Fly-in in September to do list: 
Church invitations should go out 
and other advertising for fly-in. 
Vets honored at fly-in. 
Work day schedules to prep 
hangar for fly-in. (Could be every 
Saturday 7-9.) 
PVC to support parachute 
umbrella and outside seating 
arrangement discussion. 
Ground school progress. 
Fiberglass demo. 
Quiz with door prize. 
Port a John for summer? 
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Our annual picnic hosted by Tom 
Gahan at his campground, will be 
on Sunday, Aug. 17, from 4pm 
till ? Please bring a salad or desert 
to pass. Tom will provide corn, 
meat and buns. The Chapter will 
supply drinks and tableware. 
If you like to fish, bring your bait 
and tackle, the pontoon boat will be 
available for fishing and rides. There 
may be fireworks :) 
Directions: 
From Niles take M-60 East to Jones 
MI, turn right at the light (M-40), go 
past the lake and turn right at Prang 
St., go past the church camp to the 
bottom of the hill and turn right, bear 
right at the lake to the campground. 
From South Bend take 23 East to 
US-12. Go east on US-12 to M-40, 
turn left and go about 7 miles to 
Prang St. Hope to see you there! 

A Kid In A Candy Store 
        At the last minute I decided to 
go to Oshkosh. I would be there 
for the opening day and only be 
able to stay until Wednesday 
afternoon. I went along with my 
wife and granddaughter. They had 
a ball. As they were having there 
fun in the Fly Market, I had an 
important information gathering 
mission to accomplish and wasn’t 
all that interested in sight seeing.  

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

Bob’s hangar schedule: 7-3 PM. Friday and 
Saturday at Hangar or Tiny Tot’s. Will leave note 
on hangar door as to where I am if running for 
parts or at different location than hangar. 
Light Sport and CFI/CFII school at Niles 3TR. 
Not run by but affiliated with 865. Expand to 3 
events per year. (We're doing that this year.) 
The parade check list. 
Last Month: 
We had 15 members and 7 guests in attendance. 
The guests were: Jim and Chris Michael, Donald 
Green, Kevin Greenly, Frank Gum, Scott 
Suchovsky (Jordans Dad) and Jerry Wierenga who 
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brewing in my brain for decades 
about TIG welding chromemoly 
4130 tubing. For years I was gettin' 
g mixed signals when I did any 
personal field research at Oshkosh 
about TIG verses oxyacetylene 
weld ing .  I  was  even an 
oxyacetylene welding instructor 
workshop there and I still couldn’t 
get satisfaction about weld quality 
information. There was the new 
Lincoln TIG guys in another booth 
and the oxyacetylene guys in our 
booth. At home when I used library 
materials but they didn’t seem to 
get specific enough to answer my 
questions either. I did know this, 
w h e n  y o u  o x y a c e t y l e n e 
chromemoly tubing you definitely 
get a good weld. I is a tried and true 
method. But oxyacetylene welding 
is slow and some would consider it 
a more difficult process than TIG 
(tungsten inert gas) welding. There 
is also some obvious and speed and 
heat distortion advantages with 
TIG. I want to emphasize that TIG 
is a faster and there is a lot less 
distortion. But I was also led to 
believe that TIG welds needed 
expensive and time consuming 
follow up heat treat processes to 
relieve the stresses of the faster 
welding speeds. So it wasn’t worth 
doing the TIG process in the long 
run.  
This year I believe that I found the 

right man, at the right place, at the 
right time, with the right 
experience level who would give 
me the straight skinny. This guy 
was a metallurgical engineer who 
had worked  on Indy cars and was 
even knowledgeable about the 
space shuttle. 
He said, “TIG weld our frames if 
we want to. No following up heat 
treating process necessary. Post 
heating welds joints is not advised 
at all.”  
That is the long and short of it. We 
can take advantage of TIG welding 
in the future for the Boredom 
Fighter and other projects if we 
choose to. Yeah! 
The information controversy was 
caused by information concerning 
the welding of chromemoly that is 
thicker than aircraft tubing. Weld 
joints on ¼ inch thick material and 
thicker need to be heat treated 
(normalized) for stress relief. 
Thinner materials like aircraft 
tubing don’t. Now we can move 
forward on the Boredom fighter 
fittings with a greater deal of 
confidence. We are starting on the 
motor mounts, landing gear, tail 
wheel, and upper wing mount now. 
Second in my mission was to 
spend four wonderful hours 
in20the covering work shop. 
Wow! Did I learn some good stuff! 
With a little more work we can 
have a first class demo one of 
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showed us his Skyboy.  
Old Business: 
New Meeting room to be 16’X 24, 
The Fly-In  proceeds were reported 
by Treasurer Dale Neddeau, We 
should meet with the Airport 
Board about handicap parking for 
the Fly-In. 
New Business: 
Motion to buy small freezer for 
Fly-In by Dick Haigh, 2nd by Jim 
Van Hulle, passed. Dick Haigh 
will donate a furnace for the 
meeting room and work shop. A 
cell phone list was compiled for 
use at AirVenture. Annual picnic 
at T. Gahans on Sunday of his 
choice. Dick Haigh gave us an 
update on  member Dave 
Thompson's Thunder Mustang. He 
hopes to have it in Niles for our 
Fly-In. Bob B. talked about his 
visit to Chapter 585’s meeting.(see 
pics above)\. He also introduced a 
question and answer session on the 
FAA test questions. 

(Continued from page 1) 

My first mission was to collect 
some welding data. I mean real 
hands on, red meat information, 
from experts in the field who had 
hands on experience welding high 
performance aircraft frames 
together. Could I finally find 
trustworthy information? 
There has been, at least for me, an 
old metallurgy controversy 

(Continued from page 1) 
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these Monday nights. Can hardly wait to show was I learned. 
Third mission was to do a little research on LSA airplanes and flight instruction. Well I only spent a little time 
on it but thanks to the help of Tom Troester a lot was accomplished. He has done the research for us all and is 
the go to man for information. Tom should be one of our speakers at a Monday evening meeting. Thanks Tom 
for your time and research at Oshkosh. 
Finally, even though I wasn’t at Oshkosh for the fun of it, I was awestruck. Rocket powered racing planes, the 
Dream Lifter take-off, jets and war bird fly-bys, a new and serious attempt at a flying car, a flying two seat 
motorcycle, an array of new lighter and more powerful engines to choose from, a fabulous collection of home 
built, classics, and commercial general aviation. On and on! Wow! God willing I’ll be there next year. It is 
great to feel like a kid in a candy store again when you are 66 years old. 
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Pilots Progress is published each month by 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865, 
Inc., located in Niles MI. The contents are for the 
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter. No 
claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the 
contributor and does not necessarily reflect the 
position of Chapter 865 or the EAA. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles for publication. 
Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are 
held at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the 
airport on Lake St., Niles MI, unless otherwise 
stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Hangar Maint.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
Aug 5 to 9—Popular Rotorcraft Convention, 
Mentone IN 
Aug 9—West MI Fly-In, Allegan MI 
Aug 16—Fly-In, Holland MI    
Aug. 17—Duck’s Picnic, Union MI                                                                                            
Aug 30,  Fly/In Cruise/In Marion, IN,  94 miles                     
Sep 20,  EAA Chapter 865 Fall Fly-In Niles, MI                   
Sep 28,  Fly-in & Pancake breakfast Berrien 
Sprgs, MI, 10 mi 

 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL 
RALPH @ 269-684-0972 
 

Electric 
Airplane flys at 
AirVenture. 
18HP motor, 
cruise 70, stall 
45, 1 1/2 to 2 
hrs of flight, 75 
cents to charge 
batteries. 


