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August meeting is
Monday the 13th, in
our hangar, 7:30pm.
This month we'll, (see
The Prez Sez).

Last Month:

We had 11 members in
attendance. The treasurers report
was accepted. The Fly-In was
discussed. ( We need more
volunteers for parking airplanes
and clean up. We need to put
plastic tubes over our fluorescent
bulbs. Use fresh chlorine and no
home cooked foods). Bob plans
on getting the airplane projects
going. A work party for the
hangar sign will be held Sat. July
14 at 2pm. We exchanged cell #s.

The BI G Johnsonville grill >>>>

The pictures below were taken by
member, Wayne Stiles. Top: Dick Haigh
arrives in his RV-6A, next, some
admirers, left, Dick, and Jim Coffman
discuss the finer points with two RV
builders.

August, 2007

AirVenturein Pictures

The
Prez

Sez
By
Bob Baird

Back Burner Verses The After
Burner
I’m looking forward to turning on
the after burners concerning the
projects at 865. Next meeting will
bring forward some important
decisions. We have a fly-in in
September that will be on a
Saturday. We originaly decided
on the third Saturday which falls
on September 15". | would like to
have it moved back one week to
September 22. | have a wedding
scheduled on the 15™. For that fly-
in we hope to make a strong appeal
to pilots that can't make Sunday
morning fly-ins. | plan to bring in
a lot of new volunteer workers
from my church to help us out. |
also plan to advertise and send a
lot of flyersto local churches. Itsis
time to crank up the heat on that
project or pull the plug and wait
till next year..
We had an excellent group
working on the sign. We had to
(Continued on page 2)
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my life right now. Everything hasto have the base paint for the
be put on the back burner when there aluminum and we can decide on the
is a family reunion such as this. lettering.

Also, my lovely sister and her son Even though | was busy a my
came here last week and this made home over the last month | did pass
our family reunion all the more my physical stresstest for the FAA
joyful. Lisais a passionate pilot and and have a current medical! Cha
contributor to our newsletter. Ching! | also managed to have the
Remember, “ Perfect Minus One.” Skyranger annual accomplished
But now its time to crank up the with the help and good work of
heat! The next meeting for Chapter Michiana Aircraft at South Bend
865 should be interesting and Regional Airport . They were
fruitful. 1 am bringing materials to helpful and it was fun to fly the
" the hangar to build an engine stand Skyranger there using light signals
for the 277 Rotax motor that is for from the tower. The Skyranger
the MiniMax. | know that by putting doesn’t have a transponder or radio
our heads together we can come up for the class Charley air space. So it
with a good design, something takes special permission and light
clever, and assemble it. Then we can signals to get you in and out of
do the necessary tests and tune-ups SBN.

to and get the engine fired up for the | did make it to Oshkosh this year
first time. We need to get it prepped with my son, nephew and sister.
for flight. It will be nice to begin Lisa is so cool and cute. Some
work on the Minimax. Secondly, | people thought | was her father and
have found some more parts for the it was a joy to be with her. My son
Boredom Fighters and will give a loves Oshkosh and | believe he can
progress report on them. | have aso walk 15 MPH endlessly. | renewed
ordered more wood for the Boredom my EAA membership there also.
Fighter fuselages and we have all the Was Oshkosh worth the cost? Well
necessary materials to start did you see the pyrotechnics. Did
construction on the wings accept for you see the rows of Mustangs and
the flying wires. I'll order them other war birds? Did you see the
soon. In September we should begin Stealth bomber fly-by. What a site
putting Boredom Fighter wings and it was to see the P-38 Glacier Girl, a
fuselages together. We should also F-86 Sabre Jet, and a F-22 Rapter
get the MiniMax wing assembled. fly in close formation. | had wet
I’d like to have the MiniMax ready eyes when the heavy WW-2
to cover by end October. So waiting bombers did a missing man
in the wings is the work table for the formation. That smoking peal off
MiniMax wing assembly. That table by the B-17 was touching. Then
or the materials for it might be in the there was an awesome display by
hangar by the time of the Monday the Air Force Raptor. I've never
night's meeting. Also, I'm still seen so many flames come out of
hoping to move the KR-2 RG project the back of a jet fighter. Wow! To
to the hangar from Dal€'s house. be there with my son, sister and
Wear your work clothes to the next nephew in a setting such as that, |
meeting. We could begin the next got my money’sworth.

phase of work on the sign. We might See you Monday Night, 7:30 PM.
Lets turn the jets on and begin to
see some accomplishments this fall.
Bob Baird.

(Continued from page 1)

prep the aluminum with an acid
etching process. The end result
made the aluminum look good.
Now we are ready to put down a
base coat on the aluminum. It's
going to make a great sign for the
building. That signisgoingto do a
lot for our building and will
contribute to community
awareness of out existence. Gotta
turn the jets on! Time for sign to
move from back burner to after
burner!

We have some new prospects for
members, time to make some
telephone calls and visits. | also
got my medica back from the
FAA two months early! I'm way
over due to take alot of friends up
for rides and lessons in the
Skyranger. | gotta pour the juice to
the C-80 Continental in the
Skyranger.

With al the need for things to get
accomplished and for the fun to
begin on the MiniMax, Boredom
Fighters and other projects, | need
to explain why more isn't
happening that's visible to our
members. We al want to see
action and to see stuff get
accomplished concerning our
passion for building airplanes,
promoting experimental aircraft
building and for flying airplanes.
In spite of this need for action and
accomplishment a lot of projects
have had to remain on the back
burner, Why?

This last month | have been very
blessed to have my son and his
family home from mission work in
Europe . At the end of this month
they will return to Pointier (poh wa
tee aye). Their visit happens only
once every two years. So I've
joyfully spent alot of time with the
family last month. This is what
you might call the hottest iron in 2



The Weedhopper

by Ralph Ballard

Reprinted for the newer members.
Way back in the early days of ultralight aircraft | got
hooked by several articlesin Popular M echanics about
an ultralight airplane designer by the name of John
Chotia. His successful Weedhopper Ultralight was one
of the first to be marketed. | wanted to build that plane,
but raising two kids and trying to provide a good home
took most of the extra money, and time, and the
Weedhopper never got past the dream stage. Until,
1986.

That was the year | came up with enough money to
buy a used Weedhopper. Not just any Weedhopper, but
the EAA Grand Champion Ultralight of 1984, Built by
Mark Cook of Niles MI. She was a beauty, purple, blue
and red sails, anew KFM 2 cylinder electric start
engine, seat tank, instruments and ballistic parachute,
dual strobe lights, matching wheel pants, you nameit.

| couldn’t wait to fly her. Mark told me what to
expect and the Weedhopper of Utah instruction sheets
illustrated how to do it. Now it was up to me. No
ultralight instructors in 1986, just read about it and do
it. Luckily | had about forty hoursit a Piper Cherokee,
so | had some idea of how things fly. What keeps them
intheair. | proceeded to spend afew hours crow
hopping down the runway. Take off , climb to fifty
feet, set her down. Get the feel of things. One small

problem. The electric air speed indicator wasnot | 3

functioning properly, it only registered up to 15 miles
per hour. It was simply a small DC motor, on which a
small propeller had been attached and wired to a
meter which read in MPH. Well, this, | decided,
would not stop me, | would fly by the seat of my
pants. Dumb, Dumb, Dumb! Lucky for me that John
Chotia had designed the Weedhopper with dumb in
mind. The takeoff was scary because of the trees at
the end of Chain O’ Lakes Airport runways. | later
found out that Mark always circled the field, inside
the tree line and climbed out that way. | made it over
with afew feet to spare. Now | was just above tree
top level and afraid to climb. | just wanted to take her
once around the patch and land. | figured that, as long
as | was straight and level, | wouldn't stall.

So, there | was, 100 feet in the air watching my pant
leg flap to determine air speed, with the airport
manager and my son Jeff making climb higher
signals with their hands. After one more trip around
the patch | lined up with the runway and put her
down, no problemo.

Right then and there | vowed not to fly her again
without some sort of air speed indicator. The next day
| found an add in Glider Rider for aHalls ASI and
ordered it.

My next few flights were enjoyable, | had afair
idea of my air speed and the weather was nice. |
decided to visit adoctor friend who had a strip near
New Carlisle, so one nice evening | took off from
Chain O’ Lakes and headed west. | was at about 500
feet when | heard that sound every powered airplane
pilot dreads, silence. The engine just stopped! | knew
| had gas, | could seeitintheline. Notimetotry a
restart, Weedhoppers are not good gliders, nor are
they good bush planes. | picked a stubble field just
ahead of me and set her down, no problemo. Now,
what to do? A smart, experienced ultralight pilot
would call his buddy with the trailer and suffer the
ribbing, but | was neither of those. | checked
everything | could think of and all seemed ok. So lets
try arestart. Shefired right up and ran fine. Must
have been a piece of dirt clogging the carb. | ran her
up to as high an RPM as || could hold. Still ran good.
Weéll I'll try to take off. But, the field was overgrown
and | had to taxi to a nearby road and then down the
road to a picked soy bean field. The owners son saw
me coming down the road and came out. To my
surprise he was an old neighbor who's dad had
purchased this farm. Well, | had no trouble getting
permission to take off, so down the field | went.
Continued next month.



MoreAirVenture

Pictures by

Wayne Stiles

ThanksWayne!

Calendar of Events
August 11: Corn and Sausage Roast, Wolverton
Field
August 12: Fly-in Breakfast, South Haven
Sept 22: Chapter 865 Fall Fly-In Breakfast
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL
RALPH @ 269-684-0972

Pilots Progressis published each month by
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 865,
Inc., located in NilesM1I. The contentsarefor the
use, education and enjoyment of the chapter. No
claim ismade for the accuracy of materials
presented. Editorial content isthe opinion of the
contributor and does not necessarily reflect the
position of Chapter 865 or the EAA. Membersare
encouraged to submit articlesfor publication.
Other EAA Chaptersmay use articlesfor
publication, aslong as credit isgiven. Meetingsare
held at our Chapter Hangar, east side of the
airport on Lake St., NilesMI, unless otherwise
stated in the newsletter.
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