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Thanks Noel Wilson! 
The April meeting will 
be held on Monday the 
13th ( Dingus Day ),  
in our hangar, at 7:30pm. Jerry 
and Jerrid Burdue will have a 
show and tell about the 
Bordomf ighter  and Jerry 
Weiringa has a video on Fantasy 
of Flight. We’ll plan our summer 
events. 
Last Month: 
Due to Noel’s presentation, we 
had a short meeting. There were 
21 members and guests, the 
Treas. Report was read and 
approved, a $20 donation for 
Noel’s expenses was approved. 
Discussion about bank charges 
led to decision to search for a 
better deal. Dates for 2009 events 
will be announced at April 
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Pilot, A&P mechanic and Spitfire 
Historian, Noel Wilson made our 
March meeting a special event. 
Noel brought a slideshow, booklet 
and accurate model of the spitfire to 
help him illustrate one of the 
historical and most graceful fighters 
of WWII. Noel took us from the 
trophy winning Supermarine designs 
of the Schneider cup seaplane races 
(In 1927 in Venice, there was a strong 
British entry with government backing and 
RAF pilots (the High Speed Flight) for 
Mitchell, Gloster and Shorts. Supermarine's 
Mitchell designed S.5s came first and 
second. 1927 was the last annual 
competition, the event then moving onto a 
biannual schedule to allow for more 
development time. In 1929, at Cowes, 
Supermarine won again in the Supermarine 
S.6 with a new Rolls-Royce engine with an 
average speed of 328.63 mph (528.85 km/
h). In 1931 the British government 

(Continued on page 2) 

It’s About Time! 
It’s about time we have some good 
weather for flying. This has been a 
tough winter for me. My new 
titanium and plastic knee doesn’t 
like cold weather and my knee has 
ached for four months straight. I 
just haven’t had (and still don’t) 
have the motivation to do things 
out in the cold air. Things like 
working on the meeting room in 
the hangar. Burrrr! Preflighting an 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 
Prez 
Sez 
By  

Bob Baird 

Noel gave a very well 
thought out and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
presentation. VP, 
J e r r i d  B u rd u e 
helped by operating 
t h e  s l i d e s h o w 
computer. All of 
those in attendance 
w ere  i n tens e l y 
interested. 

C h a n g i n g  t h e 
meeting day seems 
to be a dead issue. 
Only 4 members 
r e t u r n e d  t h e 
calendar sheet. Print 
and turn in if still 
interested. 



withdrew support but a private donation 
of £100,000 from Lucy, Lady Houston 
allowed Supermarine to compete and win 
on September 13 against only British 
opposition with reportedly half a million 
spectators lining the beachfronts. The 
Italian, French, and German entrants 
failed to ready their aircraft in time for the 
competition. The remaining British team 
set both a new world speed record 
(379 mph, 610 km/h) and won the trophy 
outright with a third straight win.), to the 
development of the Supermarine 
Spitfire. Incidentally, Noel is a 
“shirttai l ” relative of the 
developers of the ‘Spit’. Noel had 
a booklet for every person at the 
meeting, to take home. He also has 
a presentation on the Battle of 
Britain, that we all look forward to 
seeing. We thank Noel for making 
our March meeting an event to 
remember. 

Noel (Continued from page 1) they’ve not ground to a complete 
halt for me. I did get a new knee 
this winter which was unavoidable, 
had to be done sooner or later, aye. 
And I’ve done a lot of studying this 
winter for this summer’s flying 
activities and working for my IFR, 
commercial, and CFI/CFII. And I 
did see my son in France this year. 
Wow! That was wonderful! It was 
about time! I hadn’t seen my son 
Bill, Anne-Caroline, my daughter-
in-law, or my grand kids for almost 
two years. I have managed to get in 
about 20 hours of flying over the 
winter months and I’m near to 
moving up a notch on the aviation 
ratings food chain. 
Back to the future… you ought to 
have a great time at the next 
meeting. Our snow bird is back 
from Florida, Jerry Wirenga. We’ve 
got a couple good demo’s about 
wood working, fiberglass and a 
video to see. We will have a visit 
from the Barfing Dogs who will 
make a special presentation.  You 
need to be here for this 
presentation. My friend who’s 
working on the drywall may have a 
chance to make some progress. 
He’s waiting for warmer weather 
too! Come and see what the 
meeting room looks like. It’ll be 
warm and toasty in there for us. 
That’s progress. Check it out. 
There’ll be some eats, good 
fel lowship, a raff le, some 
educational stuff, and some fun 
stuff. I truly believe we have an 
incredible summer ahead of us. Did 
I say we truly have a beautiful, 
great summer of flying activities 
and interests ahead of us? Better 
believe it! 
 Help us plan it and make it happen. 
I sure hope you can be there. 
Monday night, 7:30 PM. 
Bob 

2 

aluminum airplane in a cold 
hangar or out in a cold wind 
freezes my knee. Limp! Limp! 
Limp!  The progress on the hangar 
has suffered because of my aching 
knee, my chattering teeth, and the 
shivers I can’t control. Boy, I have 
looked and acted like a wimp this 
year! I noticed a similar slow 
down for a lot of us. It’s just been 
a long cold winter aye? It’s about 
time for something different.  
Although things have been slow 

Prez Sez (Continued from page 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome new member Brad 
Strand. Brad lives in Dowagiac 
and has a start on a Sonex 
project.  

WOMENVENTURE RETURNS 
TO AIRVENTURE 2009 

 
The week will start with EAA's 
annual WOMEN SOAR days for 
high-school age girls on July 26-
28. This program matches these 
girls with mentors in aviation, 
aerospace, the sciences and other 
fields. It also includes participation 
at EAA AirVenture. On Friday, 
July 31, the following activities are 
already scheduled: A Women In 
Aviation International Celebrity 
Breakfast at the EAA Nature 
Center from 8-9 a.m., with Julie 
Clark, Patty Wagstaff, and John 
and Martha King. Reservations can 
be made by calling (937) 839-
4647; 
The second annual WomenVenture 
group photo on AeroShell Square 
at 10:30 a.m.; The AirVenture 
afternoon air show featuring all-
women pilots and performers; 
Evening program at EAA's Theater 
in the Woods hosted by WAI 
president Dr. Peggy Chabrian and 
renowned aviation educator 
Martha King, with guests such as 
space shuttle commander Eileen 
Collins, U.S. Air Force pilot Jill 
Long, air show performer Julie 
Clark, and Jessica Cox, the first 
person born without arms to earn a 
pilot certificate by flying with her 
feet. "EAA AirVenture gives 
visibility to the thousands of 
women who share a passion for 
aviation throughout the country," 
said Dr. Peggy Chabrian, WAI 
president. "Women work in all 
aspects of aviation and at every 
l e v e l ,  b u t  l a s t  y e a r ' s 
WomenVenture showed the 
growth potential for women in 
aviation is astounding. One of our 
goals through these activities is to 
encourage more women to learn to 
fly." 



EAA Takes Annual Show In New Direction 
Wed, 01 Apr '09 

Invites Public To 'Rock The 'KOSH!!!' 
ANN APRIL 1st "SPECIAL" EDITION: Admitting the 
organization's efforts to have its annual air show and convention 
known as "AirVenture" -- rather than its more common nickname 
-- have met with only limited success, on Wednesday 
representatives with the Experimental Aircraft Association 
announced a new moniker for the 'World's Greatest Aviation 
Celebration." 

 
"OK, you win, it's Oshkosh," said EAA Chairman and President 
Tom Poberezny. "It's always been Oshkosh -- well, except when it 
was in Illinois -- and it will always BE Oshkosh. Probably. That 
is, unless the city council does something really shortsighted in 
regards to our latest TIFF request..." 
All branding associated with the annual show -- which takes place 
annually at Wittman Regional Airport (OSH) during the last week 
in July -- will be hastily redone (above) to highlight the Oshkosh 
name. 
'AirVenture' will still be used, though only in regards to the daily 
aerial displays. "You can have Oshkosh without AirVenture, but 
not the other way around," Poberezny added. 
In addition to the name change, EAA also announced April 1 a 
new marketing campaign, targeted at aviation-minded youths 
worldwide. 
"Building on the success of last year's "Masters Of Hip-Hop and 
Alt-Rock"  opening day concert, this year EAA is proud to 
announce its "Rock The 'KOSH!!!' campaign aimed at pre-teens 
and young adults," said EAA spokesman Dick Knapinski. "In 
addition to presenting Oshkosh 2009 as THE place for hipsters to 
be this summer, EAA will also hold several seminars at our EAA 
Affordable Flying Center, to show youngsters how easy and 
affordable it can be to learn to fly. 
"Plus, as a special bonus, this year's concert features a band we 
know will really speak to younger people in attendance," 
Knapinski said. "Namely, The Doobie Brothers." ed. note: 
younger than 70 maybe! 
Oshkosh 2009 will be held July 27-August 2, 2009. 
FMI: www.rocktheKOSH2009.org  (From Aero-News.net) 

No Reserve Actual Flying Saucer AND Hangar near 
Oshkosh, WI ! Single-engine( piston) Flying Wing 

This is a piston engine pusher-type aircraft-she DOES NOT 
hover. This is a flying wing design and is capable of forward 
flight-ONLY! ALL-ALUMINUM: NO CLOTH OR 
COMPOSITES! This is an extremely unique opportunity and 
the auction ALSO includes a private hangar near Oshkosh, WI 
in Clintonville, WI. This hangar is on City-owned airport 
property and has cost me less than $200.00 per year in 
electricity and owner fees, total cost. WHERE ELSE CAN 
YOU GET,AND KEEP,AN AIRCRAFT AND HANGAR SO 
CHEAP,ESPECIALLY SO CLOSE TO OSHKOSH? The 
promotional value of the aircraft as a static display or sign is 
obviously significant. As a film and/or personal adventure, the 
final flight testing certification would be fascinating, although 
not without risk. The designer, Milton Coldwell, was an 
accomplished engineer and craftsman, as proven in his first 
aircraft design, also a flying wing, which was successfully built 
and flown for over 1500 hours. His health deteriorated before 
he could finish the final assembly and testing of this aircraft 
however, which was finished, but never tested, by his friends 
and family. The aircraft would begin to lift smoothly in 25-30 
mph winds while held by a few people. Access to a wind tunnel 
would be very desirable prior to flight. You might want to 
experiment in the desert (Bonneville?), in ground effect, but 
that's your decision and your responsibility. This aircraft can be 
easily disassembled into three 8' foot wide sections for ground 
transportation, anywhere you prefer, if you prefer. I believe 
that the aircraft would be much more attractive returned to the 
original aluminum finish. Kevin Coldwell told me that he 
asked his Father before he died why he didn't want to test-fly 
her ...did he have any doubts? Kevin said that his Father looked 
him straight in the eye and replied, "No, Son, I know that she'll 
fly alright.. I just can't bear to sit back and watch someone else 
fly her". The engine is a Chevrolet Corvair adapted for aircraft. 
That's about all I know-the rest is up to you! This aircraft will 
be sold with a BILL OF SALE ONLY which is all I have-there 
is no other paperwork and no spare parts. The hangar will be 
transferred to the buyer through the city of Clintonville, WI,  
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Pilots Progress is published each month by Experimental 
Aircraft Association Chapter 865, Inc., located in Niles MI. 
The contents are for the use, education and enjoyment of the 
chapter. No claim is made for the accuracy of materials 
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor 
and does not necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 865 
or the EAA. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
publication. Other EAA Chapters may use articles for 
publication, as long as credit is given. Meetings are held at 
our Chapter Hangar, east side of the airport on Lake St., 
Niles MI, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. 
PRES.: Bob Baird (269-684-7209) 
VICE-PRES.: Jerrid Burdue (269-683-7479) 
TRES.: Dale Neddeau ( 574-361-2699) 
SEC./NEWSLETTER: Ralph Ballard (below) 
Submit Articles to: P.O. Box 444, Niles MI 49120 
269-684-0972 - E-Mail: raphyboi02@sbcglobal.com 
Board of Directors: 
All Officers 
Bill  and Zak Staab—269-262-0048 
Tom Huizinga—269-663-7171 
Gerry Weiringa—269-683-7718 
Jennifer Bowhuis—269-471-9698 
 
Hangar Maint., Temp. Tres.: Jim VanHulle (574-271-8533) 

Calendar of Events 
April 13- -Chapter meeting, hangar 
May 23—Fly-In Breakfast, Sturgis MI Airport 
June 21—Fly-In Breakfast, Mishawaka Pilots Club 
June 28—Chapter 865 Fly-In/Breakfast, Niles 3TR 
July 4&5—Ch. 585 Breakfast, Steak fry, Camp, Watervliet 
July 12—Chapter 966 Breakfast, Michigan City 
July 27 to Aug. 2—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 
Sept 19—Chapter 938 Breakfast, Nappanee IN  
Sept 26—Chapter 1028 Breakfast, Dowagiac 
Sept 27—Berrien Springs Airpark Breakfast 
Oct 3—Niles Apple Festival Parade 
Oct 18—Chapter 585 Chili Hop, Watervliet 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH 
@ 269-684-0972 

For Sale 
T-18 PROJECT, S/N 823:  Lyc. 0-360 Engine, 710-TTSN,   
Hartz. C/S-Prop,  O-TTSN, Thorp Alum. Cowl, Fuselage,  
Gear, Canopy, Std. Ribs,  all from Thorp tooling.  Lost Medical. 
 Will not part out.  Project is  in  MD    $7,950,  Firm.  
agent108@verizon.net 
Chapter 865, calendars $15, t-shirts $8, sweat shirts 
$12, dog tags $3. Knowing you helped your Chapter, - 
- - - - - - - Priceless! 

Blast from the Past ( late 80’s—early 90’s)! Clockwise from below, Ralph Ballard, Joe Landy, former member Larry Clough 
and Larry Miller deceased at Oshkosh. Next, former member and President Marty Mottweiler gives covering demo. Next, 
Larry Miller and Jim Thompson set up for breakfast. Finally, Dale Neddeau gives a talk on aerodynamics. 


