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Happy New Year! 
The January meeting will 
be held in our hangar on, 
Tuesday the 10th, at 7pm 
No agenda has been 
submitted. 
 
There are no minutes for 
Dec. since we had no 
meeting. 
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The 2012 Chapter 865 dues are 
due now. 

Still only $20 per family. 
Send to: Ivan Truyaert 

27625 Chicago Tr., New Carlisle 
IN 46552 

Let’s revue 2011 
We had a foot of snow and 20 
degree temps for our Jan. meeting. 
We started our facebook page. 
We had a Chili Supper. 
We had some very interesting 
speakers, including Roger, Chris 
Henry, artist Ron Neil, Jeff Ballard, 
Steve Yant, Sam Heiter and Tim 
Sokol gave us the FAA Safety 
Seminar, and historian Ken Martin. 
Dave Thompson thrilled us with his 
Thunder Mustang. 
Bob Crowley introduced his 
motorized pancake grill at our June 
Breakfast. Big Hit! 
We had two Fly-In Breakfasts, The 
first was a huge success, the second 
not so much ( but we broke even). 
Bob Baird earned his CFI-II and 
began giving bi-annuals and training 
student pilots, including some 
members. 
We started getting the HiMax ready 
to sell, thanks to Jim Steere. 
We had some young men show up at 
our Oct. meeting, wanting to join our  
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The New Year is finally 
here and it looks like winter finally 
found us.  I hope everyone had a 
great Christmas or whatever 
holiday you were celebrating!  
Some of the big events on the 
horizon for the club are getting the 
min-max taken care of and our fly- 
in will be here before we know it.  
Also on our list for this year is 
getting the workshop finished and 
the shop smith up and running.  
Planning early will help us make 
2012 a big year for chapter 865.  
Over the past month I have made a 
new contact that could lead to 
additional flight time this year, and 
with things settling down at work I 
should be able to devote more of 
my time to getting some serious 
flight time.  And let’s not forget 
that with New Year dues for 2012 
will be welcomed by our treasurer.  
I look forward to seeing everyone 
at our January meeting. 

The Prez Sez 
By  

Chad Strauss 
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June Fly-In Breakfast, Good.                       Salute to Vets Fly-In, not so much. 

Jim ‘Jake’ 
Jacobson >>> 



to become the vanguard of its 
forces in the future. With Langley 
underway nine days later, 
Lieutenant Commander Godfrey de 
Courcelles Chevalier made the first 
landing in an Aeromarine 39B. On 
18 November, Cdr. Whiting—at the 
controls of a PT—was the first 
aviator to be catapulted from a 
carrier's deck. 

A relatively unique feature of 
Langley was provision for a carrier 
pigeon house on the stern between 
the 5 in (130 mm)/51 cal guns. 
Pigeons had been carried aboard 
seaplanes for message transport 
since World War I, and were to be 
carried on aircraft operated from 
Langley. The pigeons were trained 
at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
while Langley was undergoing 
conversion. As long as the pigeons 
were released a few at a time for 
exercise, they returned to the ship; 
but when the whole flock was 
released while Langley was 
anchored off Tangier Island, the 
pigeons flew south and roosted in 
the cranes of the Norfolk shipyard. 
The pigeons never went to sea 
again and the former pigeon house 
became the executive officer's 
quarters. 
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Hi-Max up-date 
 
Work continues on the Hi-Max. 
 
So far I have found damage to the 
seat support, the forward bottom 
plywood, the upper engine support 
cross member, and the tail wheel 
attach member. These repairs will 
require the removal of the bottom 
fabric and plywood, from just rear 
of the seat and forward to the fire 
wall, and the rear portion of the tail 
cone. The broken pieces will have 
to be cut out and new pieces made 
and glued in.  
Both aileron cables need to be 
replaced as well as most of the 
hardware. This would also be a 
good time to replace the rudder 
cables, since there is some 
corrosion. 
All of the wiring needs to be 
replaced as well as the ignition 
coil. 
The lower portion of the engine 
cowling is broken needs to be 
replaced. It's a flat piece that wraps 
around and looks like would be 
easy for someone with fiberglass 
experience to make. (anyone able 
to step up to the plate for this?) 
John Ritter, Gerry Wieringa and I 
have looked it over and we 
estimate $500.00 in materials 
should get it back in good shape. 
At this point I don't have official 
OK to go ahead with the expenses 
for material, but I have purchased 
the ignition coil for the engine. 
Everyone is welcome to check out 
the project, just call me @269-684-
6799 to make sure I'm home.      
Jim Steere 

865 Venturing Crew ( I hope we 
can get some volunteers to help 
them get started).  
We Lost Charter Member Jim 
Jacobson on Dec. 29. One of a 
kind! 
And finally, we had our annual 
Christmas Party at the Hibachi 
Grill, everyone seemed to enjoy it. 
With everyone’s help, we can make 
2012 even better. And by the way, 
it’s an election year for our Chapter 
officers and Board Members too. 
Please consider running for office. 
If you’re not involved, you’re not 
getting the full experience. 

USS Langley 
As the first American aircraft 
carrier, Langley was the scene of 
numerous momentous events. On 
17 October 1922, Lt. Virgil C. 
Griffin piloted the first plane—a 
Vought VE-7—launched from her 
decks. Though this was not the first 
time an airplane had taken off from 
a ship, and though Langley was not 
the first ship with an installed flight 
deck, this one launching was of 
monumental importance to the 
modern U.S. Navy. The era of the 
a i rcraf t  carr ier  was born 
introducing into the Navy what was 
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Picture submitted by Bob Clark 



be proven to me over and over 
more times than I would care to 
admit! Every time I attempted to 
take a shortcut or do something my 
way (some times twice), I felt like 
Henry was looking over my 
shoulder saying, “I did not design 
my airplanes to be built by 
imbeciles. Do it my way and it will 
be easy.” I heard the small voice of 
the master craftsman.  

B u i l d i n g  t h e  W i n g s 

 

I did use a bit of Stephen Wood’s 
Sky Pup technology in my 
building methodology. Ribs are 1-
inch-thick construction foam 
(pink) with 1 x 1/16 three-ply 
wood cap strips glued with 
Titebond III to the foam. I did this 
for all the “A” ribs. There are 15 
total for the front and rear wing 
center sections. This was done in 
an effort to save both a little 
weight and mostly time. Not much 
if any was saved. If I was to do it 
over again, I would do it the old-
fashioned way: Just make a rib jig 
and cut and glue. It can’t get any 
simpler, and it’s easier and more 
fun, too. Lesson learned again. Do 
it Henry’s way! I still hadn’t 
totally learned. You cannot, as in 
no way, make the folding elliptical 
wingtips with foam ribs. You’ll 
never get your twist and washout 
correct! 

I checked with two structural 
aeronautical engineers, members 
of another EAA chapter, on how I 
could devise a method to test the 
results of the glue bonds, just to be 
safe. They were an awesome help. 
Got to love our EAA! I followed 
their instructions and conducted 
several shear tests. I had been 
informed that if a pull test between 
1/16 plywood and the foam held to 
at least 45 pounds before it 
sheared, it was very acceptable. 
Both times I stopped, having never 
being able to get the glue bonds to 
part in shear at (hang on) 105 
pounds. I applied the glue by 
rubbing it on with my finger so as 
to get good saturation in the foam. 
Then I did the same with the cap 
strip. I suspect that the wood, 
because it breathes, allows the glue 
to fully set up overnight and cure, 
thereby completing the bond. After 
six years the test samples are, if 
anything, stronger. Even now the 
wood can be pulled away, but in 
doing so it will take big chunks of 
f o a m  w i t h  i t . 
 
I found out that if you just follow 
the plans it will come together 
fairly easy, correctly, and faster! 
When I was a young lad, the only 
way you could build a model 
airplane was from scratch. Stick 
and tissue were the only materials, 
period. So, from my point of view, 
the wood and fabric construction 
of the Flying Fleas is easy to build. 
The reason for much of the 
lamination of the primary structure 
was simply because of the 
sometimes poor quality of wood 
that was available to them at the 
time. By cutting shorter pieces, 
and then laminating, they were 
able to gain strength plus inspect 
the wood. 

Con’t next month. 

H e n r y  M i g n e t 

HM 360 
Project 
By Gene Frost, EAA 431006, for 
Light Plane World 

What got me started on building an 
HM 360 Pou de Ciel (Flying Flea) 
goes back over 55 years to the mid 
to late ’50s. Back then, we kids 
were called ramp rats, and we were 
always welcome because we would 
do any kind of work for a little 
flying time, or better yet, some 
flight instruction. One day I saw a 
picture of an HM 14 on the front 
page of a magazine in the airport 
office, and I said to my friend John, 
“If I live to be an old man, by gosh, 
I’m going to build me one of those 
planes.” 

Yep, it’s that simple. Now 55 years 
and 10,000-plus flight hours later, 
here I am. I still can’t believe I’m in 
one piece after all I’ve done. It 
proves God does have a sense of 
humor, to let me live to see the 
follies of my youth. 

I purchased plan set number 300 
from Henry Mignet’s son Pierre 
about six to seven years ago. My 
plans were in French and they were 
beautiful. So good, as a matter of 
fact, you could have built the 
aircraft just by looking at the 
pictures! Henry was by trade a 
master wood craftsman and 
furniture manufacturer. I made no 
major or significant changes from 
the plans. The more I studied the 
drawings, the more I saw the logic 
and just good common sense in 
everything Henry did. This was to 3 
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2012 Calendar of Events 
June 9—EAA 304 Fly-In Breakfast, Jackson MI 
June 24—Chapter 865 Fly-In Breakfast, Niles 3TR 
June 24—Lunch Fly-In, Sturgis MI 
July 23 to 29—AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 
Sept. 8—Chapter 865 Salute to Vets Fly-In (tentative) 
Sept. 15—EAA 304 Fly-In Breakfast, Jackson MI 
FOR DETAILS ON ABOVE EVENTS CALL RALPH @ 
269-684-0972 
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